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FACTS REGARDING THE GOLAN HEIGHTS 
•At the end of the 19th century, Baron Rothschild purchased approximately 

37,000 acres in the Golan and in the Hauran (south-east of the Golan 
Heights today), for purposes of Jewish settlement in the Land of Israel. 

•The Golan was under Syrian sovereignty for only 21 years, from the 
establishment of Syria in 1946 until the Six Day War in 1967.  Israel has 
held the Golan for 51 years.  

•Syria never accepted the international  borderline of 1923.  During all 
contacts held with Syrians after the Six-Day War, Syria had demanded 
that the borderline should cross the Sea of Galilee.   

•In 1974, during the Yom Kippur War, Israel seized additional territory in 
Syria east of what it had seized in the Six-Day War.  In May 1974 and 
Agreement on Disengagement between Israel and Syria was signed and 
Israel withdrew to the 1967 borders.  The agreement states: “Israel and 
Syria will scrupulously observe the cease-fire on land, sea and air and 
will refrain from all military actions against each other.”   

•In 1975, Prime Minister Rabin received a letter from President Gerald 
Ford, informing the Prime Minister that the United states recognizes the 
security importance of the Israeli presence on the Golan Heights to Israel.  

•The Israeli Golan Heights is less than 1% of Syrian territory.  Compare 
this with the dispute between Syria and Turkey over the Sanjak of 
Alexandretta, which involves a territory nearly three times the size of the 
Golan Heights, yet hardly anyone has heard of this dispute.    

•The Golan was annexed by Israel on December 14, 1981 - replacing 
military authority with the extension of Israelite civilian law to the region.     

•Since the enactment of the Golan Law in 1981, The United Nations issued 
76 specific resolutions denouncing Israeli control over the Golan - an 
average of about seven resolutions per year.  

•There are approximately 26,000 Jewish residents in 33 communities on 
the Golan and the slopes of Mt. Hermon.   In addition, there are 
approximately 22,000 Arabs including at least 17,000 Druze living in the 
Golan area.  This is in contrast to the 21 year Syrian rule where services 
were almost completely neglected.  Israel has installed and upgraded 
electric and water systems, made agricultural improvements and 
constructed health clinics where none existed before.  
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www.sanctuary-keeper.com THE ORIGIN AND EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF MEN
In taking a general survey of the contents of the Book of Daniel, it may 
be seen that two great powers are the principal subject of its 
predictions.  The one is styled the KINGDOM OF MEN (Dan. 4:17) and 
the other the KINGDOM OF GOD (Dan. 2:44; 4:3; 7:27)…It will be 
seen that the Kingdom of men has been diversified in its 
constitution, extent and throne since its foundation by Nimrod to 
the present time.  It has nevertheless been the same 
Nimroudian kingdom with Babylon and Assyria for its 
characteristics.  (Exposition of Daniel, pp. 7,8)

THE FEET OF THE IMAGE
While the head, breast, arms, belly, thighs, legs and toes have all 
existed, the feet have not yet been formed; so that it has hitherto 
been impossible for the colossal image to stand erect as 
Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his dream…It is therefore, the mission of 
the Autocrat (of Russia) to form the feet and set up the image 
before the world in all its excellent brightness and terribleness of 
form; that all men subject to the kingdom of Babylon may worship the 
work of its creator’s power.  (Exposition of Daniel, p. 87)

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude and on the verge of dissolution 
is the image of Nebuchadnezzar standing upon the mountains of Israel, 
ready to be smitten by the Stone.  When Russia makes its grand move 
for the building up of its Image-empire, then let the reader know that 
the end of all things present constituted, is at hand.  (Elpis Israel, 
preface)

1877 BIRMINGHAM STATEMENT OF FAITH - CLAUSE #15, SECTION D:

That at the appearing of Christ, his servants, faithful and unfaithful, dead and 
living of both classes, will be summoned before his judgment seat to “be judged 
according to their works;” “and receive in body according to what they have done; 
whether it be good or bad;”  1 - that the unfaithful will be consigned to shame and 
“the second death,” 2 - and the faithful, invested with immortality, and associated with 
Jesus as joint heirs of the kingdom, co-possessors of the earth and joint 
administrators of God’s authority, in matters both civil and religious.
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THE 

SANCTUARY - KEEPER 
A Magazine for the Exposition and Defense of 

The Holy Scriptures 

“Ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar” 
Num. 18:5 

“Ye are…an holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices.” 
I Peter 2:5 

“Thou hast kept My Word and hast not denied My Name” - Rev. 3:8 
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OUR COMMON THREAD 
OR those that were here last September (speaking of the 2017, 
Arkansas September Gathering), I used a piece of rope as a 
symbol of us all coming together at Gatherings.  Our faith 
weaving us together, and each of us being a small strand or cord, 

coming together like a rope, forming an unbreakable bond - that being our 
common thread.   Webster’s Dictionary defines the word common as 
“something shared together.”   

I would now like to carry this idea of a common spiritual bond further, 
to see what lessons we can learn as we combine cords and threads and 
share this idea together to build our own spiritual rope.  

We find the word rope only occurs in the Bible seven times, six in the 
Old Testament and once in the New.  Also, in connection with rope, we 
see that thread is in the Old Testament seven times, and we find cord 
mentioned 32 times, with 31 of those being in the Old Testament and only 
once in the New Testament. It is our plan in this consideration to weave 
these essential everyday objects into tools that can help each of us be 
able to tie our lives more closely with that of Jesus Christ and that 
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common thread of trusting faith in His soon return.

 Hope
The Old Testament word for “hope” and trusting faith was a Hebrew 

word that meant “rope” - in other words, trust is like a rope.  We usually 
think of hope as a feeling that something good is likely to happen, unlike a 
wish or a longing, hope implies expectation of obtaining what is desired.  
In Hebrew, hope is the word TIKVAH.  Strong’s Concordance defines it as 
a cord of expectation and hope.  The word TIKVAH comes from a Hebrew 
root word meaning to bind together or collect.

So, do you now see our idea coming together?  While we today think 
of hope as just something to wish for, “hope” in the Hebrew language 
provides us also with a strong visual idea.  As we consider rope, cords, 
and threads they are something we can see with our eyes, also 
something we can grab a hold of with our hands.  Hope is something real 
that we can cling to, and like the Truth, wrap ourselves in it.  That hope 
that we have in Jesus Christ is something that is not out of our reach.   

Four Strands
Speaking about something within our reach, each of us needs Christ at 

work in our lives.   Let us think of this as a Four Cord or strand approach 
that we all can use to help assure we are doing God’s 
Will.
These Four Strands of our rope are:

1. Seek God
2. Do His will
3. Apply His teaching in our everyday lives
4. Praise Him for His mercy

This approach makes up the Four Strands of our 
spiritual rope that can forever tie us to God.

Before we build our rope, let us consider for a 
moment, a mountain climber.  There is one thing that is 
common for mountain climbers - they all use rope.   
Rope is literally and physically the life line that keeps them from falling to 
their death if they should slip, so that is why rope is essential to them.  A 
good rope is essential to the very survival of a mountain climber. 

We too need a good rope for our survival, that is a must for us today.  
Jesus Christ is indeed such a cord or thread woven throughout the Bible.  
He binds the word of God together, so he forms our safety rope, just like 
the mountain climber.  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When we consider the things necessary for spiritual growth, there are 
some things that should come to mind:  To be constant in prayer, attend 
meeting regularly, to read the Bible daily, and share our faith with others 
around us; and the list can go on and on.  

As we study our Bible, we should see a picture emerge that asking for 
help and guidance must be tied together with action.  I suggest to you that 
in order to have that unbreakable bond with Jesus Christ through the 
power of his heavenly Father, we must be tied to him with that spiritual 
rope. 

#1 Seek God
So, let us now begin to put together our Four Strand rope.  Beginning 

with the first strand to seek God, let us first consider Psalm 32:3-6:
“When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all 
the day long.  For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer.  Selah.  I 
acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid.  I 
said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou 
forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  Selah.  For this shall every one 
that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found:  
surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto 
him.” 

We see David now living apart from God here, as he did, the hand of 
God was heavy on him, almost to the point of death, but David confessed 
his sins and found forgiveness.  As we saw in verse 6, the key to finding 
that spiritual rope or hope was to pray to God, and as we knock, doors will 
be opened.  As we seek God, we then become tied together with God and 
our brothers and sisters.  This is our first strand of spiritual rope.

#2 Doing God’s will 
Our second strand is doing God’s will.  To help us see this strand, let us 
now consider Matthew 26:38-44: “Then saith he unto them, My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 
And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 
asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak. He went away again the second time, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy will be done.  And he came and found them asleep 
again: for their eyes were heavy.  And he left them,  and went away again,  

!3



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER,  SPRING   2019

and prayed the third time, saying the same words.” 
What was happening here, that gave Christ the power he needed to 

endure this mockery of a trial and the horrible death that lay ahead of 
him?  Was Christ using his own power and his own strength?  No.  Were 
all those miracles he had performed in the past of his own power?  No.  
Jesus did what he did because he was connected or tied to his Heavenly 
Father through the Holy Spirit.  He had surrendered to his father’s will.  He 
had put aside his own feelings in order that you and I might have that 
hope or rope of salvation extended to us. 

Now, our rope is beginning to take shape, it is half finished, two 
strands together and two more to go.  First we seek God, then we 
surrender to HIs will.  While we do these things, we then begin to see how 
he is teaching us to live a more righteous life. 

#3 Applying his teachings
Our third strand is applying his teaching in our lives.  Paul understood 

this when he wrote his letter to the Ephesians.  Now let us consider 
Ephesians 4:1-3 -

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. With all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

Paul knew how to live a life like Christ, we have to do the same.  It is 
only hard to walk after Christ if we are trying to do it alone or through our 
own strength.  Paul, in Galatians 5 speaking of the Fruits of the Spirit, 
uses the words humility, gentleness, patience, and tolerance.  We may try, 
but it is hard for us to bear these fruits on our own.  But, if we let down our 
rope, God is more than happy to take up the other end and pull us up.  

#4 Praise
The fourth strand is to praise God for his mercy.  It is very important to us, 
as this strand is mentioned throughout the Bible.  Let us first consider 
Hebrews 13:15-16 -

“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 
But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

	 The writer uses the phrase “sacrifice of praise”.  It is a sacrifice, in the 
sense, it is not always easy for us to give God praise for the things in our 
lives.  It is called this because the writer knew first hand that life can 
sometimes throw you a curve ball at any time.  He  also knew that in order  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to stay connected to God, we have to offer praise to Him, even in bad 
times, which most certainly will happen to us all.  Sometimes our focus 
becomes only on our troubles in life, and we get tied up in them and forget 
that there are those who have it much worse.  We need to always 
remember that everything we have is through God’s mercy.  We are 
entitled to nothing. 

We now have our Four Strand rope.  It is important to realize that 
these strands, or cords, have only limited power if they are separated.  
Our spiritual strength comes when we, like this rope, are braided together.  
If we continually seek to have these Four Cords in our lives, then we will 
have the security and help that comes from being tied to God.  We need 
to be tied together as well, in defense of our faith, to overcome our 
troubles and win over obstacles.  We need to be united.  How can we 
work together effectively unless we are united, all pulling in the same 
direction on our spiritual rope. 

As we have talked about building a rope using the different cords or 
strands, the making of that rope is like building up trust -  the more 
strands, the stronger and more 
dependable the rope.   Trust between 
people is built the same way, as each 
person shares a part of their lives you 
build up trust.  The more trust, the 
stronger the rope.  Like a well-made 
rope, it can survive many trials or 
tests of strength.  Jesus Christ went 
through many trials in his life, and his bond with his heavenly Father only 
got stronger, like a blood knot usually used to mend fishing line - the 
harder you pull, the tighter it gets.  

Breaking trust can be like slowly cutting a rope - it happens one strand 
at a time in slow motion.  If we break our trust in our brethren that too can 
happen slowly, one strand at a time.  One lie or unkind word can sever the 
strands or bond of our rope.  Eventually we can be cut loose from our 
family, our friends, and our brethren, and finally from God.  Once the rope 
is cut, down to the last cord, it is then too late to put the rope back 
together.  Sure, you can tie a knot back in it - but will it hold...will it ever be 
as strong as it once was? 

Jesus Christ is our hope, or rope, that can never break.  Why?  
Because he stated that we could always count on him.  Matthew 7:7,8 - 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”  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Hope in Jesus Christ is the anchor in our lives.  Without hope we are 
simply set adrift.  So far we have considered mostly about how rope and 
cords in the Bible relate to our daily lives.  Let us now broaden our study 
by looking at some of the lessons we can learn from looking at thread and 
how it relates to our subject.  

Expanded consideration    	   

	 Starting back in Genesis, as Tamar was giving birth (Judah’s daughter-
in-law), the arm of one of the twins (Zerah) reached out and the midwife 
tied a scarlet thread on his arm to identify him as the firstborn.  However, 
he would not be the firstborn as God had different plans.  HIs brother 
Perez would be the firstborn. 

In the book of Joshua, we have the account of the two spies sent to 
Jericho to spy out the city.  After Rahab hid the spies and helped them 
escape, she was given the opportunity to save her family by tying a 
scarlet thread outside her window.  Using a scarlet or red thread here was 
no coincidence, it was a sign of faith which led to her and her family’s 
salvation.  This is much like how the red blood of the Passover Lamb on 
the  door posts worked for the children of Israel.  Without the shedding of 
blood there would be no forgiveness.  That is why the symbolism of the 
scarlet thread is significant in the Bible.  

These two accounts of Perez and Rahab are a common thread or 
scarlet thread, and shows that the blood of Christ (or the scarlet thread) of 
atonement runs throughout Scripture.  Both of these instances are in the 
direct line of Christ.  

Let us now consider Ecclesiastes 4:9-12:
“Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for 
their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe 
to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help 
him up.  Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how 
can one be warm alone?  And if one prevail against him, two shall 
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 

In verse 9 we read that two are better than one, and four are better 
than two and so on.  Why? Because they can get more done and help 
each other.  There is a saying, “A man without companions is like the left 
hand without the right”.  

Rope vs. a chain
This brings us back not to our original theme of a rope with many 

strands, all working together - like all of us gathered here today, hearing 
exhortations this weekend and each of those helping us become that Four 
Strand cord.    We don’t all possess the same strength in the Truth, but as  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we come together, the weaker with the stronger, we are less likely to 
break.  A rope is a much better analogy than say, for instance, a chain 
because a chain is no stronger than its weakest link. 

As a man was passing a line of elephants one day, he was surprised 
by the fact that these huge animals were held together by a small rope 
tied to their front legs, and no huge chains.  It was quite obvious that 
these elephants could at any time break free, but for some reason they 
didn’t.   

He saw their handler nearby and asked why the animals just stood 
there and made no attempt to get away.  The trainer replied that when 
they were young elephants that same rope would easily hold them.  As 
they grew up, they were conditioned to believe that they could not break 
away;  that same rope could still hold them.  

The man was amazed because the animals could break free anytime, 
but they believed they couldn’t - they were stuck right there.  

So, this is where faith comes in.   As we are told in Hebrews 11:1, faith 
“is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”.  
There are sixteen people mentioned here in Hebrews, chapter 11 with 
many more mentioned throughout the Bible.  Without faith, it is impossible 
to please God, and we must believe that God will reward those that seek 
Him.  

Without demonstrating our faith and trust in God, we will have no place 
in the Kingdom.  God provides times of testing in order to prove that our 
faith is real and strengthen it.  Because testing our faith, like checking a 
rope before putting your full weight on it, will mature us and shows our 
faith in God to be real.  

Simply because they are animals, the elephant had no faith.  How 
many people go through life, like those elephants, afraid of doing 
something because they might fail?  Failure is a part of learning.  Even 
Jesus had failures, because he couldn’t save everyone that he came in 
contact with.  But, he gave them all a chance to be saved.  Even Judas 
was given this chance by Christ’s hope that he might change. 

Waiting
Let’s go back to what we talked about earlier, that Hebrew word for 

“hope” - TIKVAH - binding us together.  We can relate to hope, but too 
often we forget that hope is rooted in waiting.  Being patient and waiting 
for an expected thing or outcome can be difficult for most of us.  As we 
see great figures in the Bible, they too struggled with waiting.   Abraham 
and Sarah come to mind in waiting for a son.  They grew impatient even 
though Abraham is called “Father of the Faithful”.   We see the outcome of  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impatience with Hagar giving birth to Ishmael.  
How does Webster’s dictionary define hope?  It says, “a desire of 

some good, accompanied with an expectation of obtaining it”.  So for a 
moment, let us divide hope into two categories: 1) natural hope, and 2) 
Biblical hope.  Natural hope may, or most likely, does not have a strong 
foundation.  It only exists as a feeling or an attitude.  Natural hope is 
based upon fleshly desires, fleshly reasoning, and as convincing as it may 
seem, it is never a guarantee .... nothing worldly ever is.  

Biblical hope, on the other hand, is a desire based on the promises 
from God, as expressed through Abraham.   Those promises relate to the 
possibilities of God’s future blessing to us individually.   Paul says it best, 
Rom. 15:4, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.”  

Both natural hope and Biblical hope start with a desire.  Add to these 
desires a reason for it to be expected, and then you have hope.  Bible 
hope contains the promises of God written down in the Scripture, forming 
the foundation of our faith and future in the Kingdom.  Faith in these 
hopes will turn desire into reality in our lives.  As the Apostle Paul says in 
Romans 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God.” 

Hope is the start of our walk in faith.  Hope is the possibility, faith is the 
surety.  Faith transforms hope into reality.   Hope is then those small fibers 
of raw material from which our spiritual rope of faith can be made.  

So it is up to us to take to God our rope or hope of needs and desires.  
It is only through our rope, life and actions that God can judge our true 
hope, faith and needs to see if we can stand the test of God, and if so, 
making us candidates for his Kingdom.  John 15:7, “If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.”   

In conclusion - The Truth is something we can hold on to, our rope or 
hope in the promises of God.  Like taking hold of a strong rope, our hope 
is secure.  It is secure in the three-fold cord of the three most important 
principles; that is judgment, mercy and faith.  They together form the basis 
of our salvation and our hope we have through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.  
We must patiently wait for Christ’s return and not grow weary.  For it is 
Christ’s return and God’s Kingdom that binds us together.  That is our 
common thread.   

David Shelton  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MONEY 
AND  
THE  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO BECOME A CATHOLIC SAINT? 

T’S not uncommon to hear about the various kinds of Catholic saints 
that exist but have you ever wondered what it actually takes to 
become a saint within the Catholic church? Is it the so-called 
miracles one must perform or perhaps a medical cure for a rare form 

of cancer that will lead someone to sainthood? Well, contrary to what 
Rome might want the public to believe, with the Catholic Church, it’s all 
about the money.  The cost of canonization can vary greatly depending on  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the length of the process and the specific evidence needed to prove that a 
candidate is qualified for sainthood. 

For example, The Our Lady of Victory National Shrine & Basilica in 
Lackawanna, NY has raised over $250,000 in an effort to canonize its 
former priest, “Father” Nelson Baker (1842-1936). The church first 
appealed to Rome to 
have Baker canonized 
in 1987 but Rome still 
needs a little more 
evidence (i.e. financial 
c o m p e n s a t i o n ) t o 
o f f i c i a l l y a p p r o v e 
“Father” Nelson Baker’s 
path to sainthood. He 
currently resides in the 
“Venerable” state on his 
path to sainthood.

T o p u t i t i n 
perspective, consider 
Katharine Drexel, a nun 
f r o m P h i l a d e l p h i a 
(1858-1955). She was 
the second child of an 
investment banker, a 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , 
educator, foundress, 
but   most   importantly,  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“Venerable” 
Nelson Baker

“Saint” 
Katherine Drexel

Q: How many Catholic saints are there? 
A: Over 10,000 named saints, but 

according to Roman Martyrology, there 
is no definite head count.   

Pope John Paul II (1978-2005): 482 
saints canonized 

Pope Benedict XVI (2005-13): 45 saints 
canonized 

Pope Francis (2013 - present): 892 
saints canonized 

During Catholicism’s first 500 years, 52 
of the first 55 popes became saints.  In 
the last 1,000 years, just seven popes 

have become saints.  
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an heiress to her father’s $15.5 million estate. It is reported that upon her 
death, $1 million was donated to the Catholic church to assist with her 
path to sainthood. As a result, the Catholic Church now has “Saint“ 
Katharine Drexel, the second canonized saint to have been born in the 
United States and the first to have been born a U.S. citizen. 

THE MOST SECRET BANK IN THE WORLD 
The Institute for the Works of 

Re l ig ion ( IOR) , commonly 
referred to as the Vatican Bank, 
is a privately held financial 
institution located inside Vatican 
City. Founded in 1942, the IOR’s 
primary role is to take deposits, 
make investments, and move 
money around the world, mostly 
on behalf of Catholic entities. It is 
run by a professional bank 
President but overseen by five 
cardinals who report directly to 
the Vatican’s secretary of state 
who ultimately reports to the 
Pope. Because so little is known 
about the bank’s daily operations and transactions, it has often been 
called “the most secret bank in the world.” (Forbes, June 2012)

The IOR operates as a “non-profit” institution whereas most banks are 
for-profit commercial enterprises. The IOR is barred by its by-laws from 
using the money of depositors to extend credit or issue a traditional loan. 
However, the IOR issues something called a Pegno (Italian) which means 
“to pawn” in English. This is where the client puts up physical property of 
equivalent or greater value as collateral. It’s not a loan as banks define 
lending because it’s risk-free and does not use client money. 

The IOR is not open to the general public. In fact, the IOR doesn’t 
even have what we know of as “personal accounts” for their customers. 
When someone deposits money in the IOR, it is being deposited in a 
“general fund,” not an “account.” The depositor gets a number, recorded 
under his or her name, and retains control over the assets, but the idea is 
that   rather   than   making   a   normal   bank   deposit,   the  depositor  is  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participating in a fund. What this allows the IOR to do is to create 
“ciphered” or “secret encoded” accounts if they so wish. 

Why would the Papacy choose this method of business, creating 
secret encoded accounts, for their customers? One simple reason is that 
the Papacy doesn’t want any record of how much money they are holding. 
It has been reported that the IOR has anywhere from $30-50 billion in 
assets, but the truth of the matter is, no one really knows the exact 
amount of their assets or the number of clients they serve.  But why so 
secretive? 

To understand the real reason, one must go back to 1870 when the 
Pontiff lost the Papal states in Italy. In order to raise funds to the exiled 
Roman Catholic Church, in 1887, Pope Leo XIII formed a Catholic 

institution named the “Administration of the Works of 
Religion.” 

Fast forward to 1929 and we learn of the first 
major contributor to the Papal fund. The contributor 
was none other than the Italian Fascist, dictator 
Benito Mussolini. Funds were pumped into the Popes 
accounts as part of the Lateran Pacts (Treaty) of 
1929. This Treaty was put in place when Italy 
recognized Vatican City as an independent state and 
agreed to give the Roman Catholic Church financial 
compensation for the loss of the Papal States. 

Therefore, in 1942, under the direction of Pope 
Pius XII, the Vatican Bank was officially organized. 
When the bank was formed, many believe its primary 
purpose was to whitewash money and gold stolen 
from the Jews. In fact, only four years later in 1946, 
Pope Pius XII was accused by the American 
Intelligence for laundering money and gold for the 
defeated Nazis. 

In 1968 the Vatican Bank hired Michele Sindona 
as a financial advisor. It was Sindona who was chiefly 
responsible for the massive influx of money when he 
began laundering the Gambino crime family’s heroin 
monies (taking a 50% cut) through a shell corporation. 

When John Paul I became Pope in 1978, he was informed about the 
allegations of wrongdoing at the Vatican Bank. The Pope instructed Jean-
Marie Villot, Cardinal Secretary of State and head of the papal Curia, to 
investigate  the matter  thoroughly.  However,  after  only 33 days in office,  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Pope John Paul I died in his sleep at age 65. Because of his reported 
clean bill of health in his medical exam just three weeks prior to his death, 
and a refusal of the Papacy to perform an autopsy, there are many claims 
that Pope John Paul I had been murdered as a result of his desire to 
clean-up the business practices of the Vatican Bank and make their 
financial dealings more transparent.  

For decades, the Vatican bank has generated hundreds of millions of 
dollars to advance the church’s mission. In the early 1980’s, it was 
implicated in the collapse of the Banco Ambrosiano, Italy’s second largest 
bank. The Vatican bank ended up paying out $224 million to Banco 
Ambrosiano’s creditors to settle claims brought by other banks that lost 
money when the lender failed. 

In 2010, Italian prosecutors seized $28 million in an account linked to 
the Vatican bank over suspicions it was involved in money laundering. 
The money was released back to the IOR after they promised to pass 
measures to come into full compliance with the international standards on 
money laundering and terrorism financing. 

In 2012, the U.S. State Department’s International Narcotics Control 
Strategy listed the Vatican Bank among the most vulnerable banks in the 
world to money laundering. That same year, Ettore Gotti Tedeschi, the 
Vatican bank’s president at the time, was terminated for incompetence. 
However, after his departure, Tedeschi claimed that it was his push for 
greater transparency at the bank that led to his ousting, and specifically 
his looking into the accounts that were “non-religious”. 

And today, even though there is plenty of evidence to support that the 
Vatican Bank continues to be involved in illegal activity, because the 
Vatican is a statehood, US courts have refused to entertain law suits 
against the Vatican Bank, whose leadership can hide behind diplomatic 
immunity. 

The IOR’s scandals of the past will continue into the future as Vatican 
officials look to exchange favors with members of the world’s most 
politically corrupt and business elite, supporting greed and the pursuit of 
power. And that is why the Vatican Bank will hold firm to the title, “the 
most secret bank in the world.” 

Joel Thomas 
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WORLDLY 
PROGRESSION AND 

SPIRITUAL REGRESSION 

 
PENING Reading - Psalm 1 – 1) Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  2) But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he 

meditate day and night.  3) And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall 
not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  4) The ungodly are 
not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.  5) Therefore 
the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous.  6) For the LORD knoweth the way of the 
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.  
     I'm sure every brother can think back to their first exhortation and the 
nervousness before and during...maybe even long after. All the usual 
worries. Am I going to stutter? Will I mispronounce something? Talk too 
fast? Forget the memorials? Pass out? With me, it's a given that I'm going 
to stutter. I have a horrible tendency to talk too fast at times. I know I will 
not enunciate everything perfectly. The fact is, we are weak. We're feeble. 
We are certainly not as invincible as we think ourselves sometimes. We 
are literally nothing but animated dust. As Ecclesiastes ch 3 verse 20 
resonates from the book of Genesis, "All go unto one place; all are of the 
dust, and all turn to dust again." As I have gotten older, I've become 
intimately acquainted with this scripture. 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WORLDLY PROGRESSION AND SPIRITUAL REGRESSION

    Because I'm exhorting to those of like precious faith as well as family 
and friends of the Truth, worrying about stuttering, getting tongue-tied, 
forgetting something or passing out just isn't an issue. The fact is, I find 
great comfort and solace being with the ecclesia and away from the world 
and all the tasks, schedules, ridiculousness and anxiety therein. As silly 
as it may sound, it is like a cloudy veil is lifted off of me when I pull into the 
lot of the ecclesial hall. My particular nervousness stems from fear of 
sounding like an unqualified, broken record to my brothers and sisters. Let 
me explain. I'm constantly astonished at how little I truly understand of 
Scripture, and there's literally been no excuse for it. Everything about the 
Truth has always been there in front of me, never changing. This (Bible), 
has never changed. Yahweh doesn't change and neither do His Words. 
Turn to Numbers 23:19: "God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the 
son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or 
hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?" Now turn to James 1:17: 
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness (NO 
VARIABLENESS...NO CHANGE), neither shadow of turning." And our 
Advocate and High Priest, the perfect manifestation of Yahweh? Turn with 
me to Hebrews 13:8: "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for 
ever." So going back to my conclusion (and resulting nervousness) is that 
I am just a babe regarding Yahweh's Infallible Word and the things 
concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. The 
question I kept tormenting myself with was, how am I supposed to edify 
and sharpen our ecclesia? Then it became, how WOULD I justify telling 
my brothers and sisters things they already know and have, no doubt, 
heard many times before in one way or another? As you can see, my 
brain tends to fuel its own conundrums. Turns out, believe it or not, it's 
okay if we hear something more than once. In fact, I'm certain the 
subjects that have really caused me to ponder were, more than likely, told 
to me several times before. For whatever reason, my corruptible attention 
wasn't focused the first 10 or 15 times.
     I'd like to discuss worldly progression and spiritual regression. The fact 
is, they are synonymous; they work hand in hand. There cannot be 
spiritual regression without worldly (or fleshly) progression. I'll say that 
again. There cannot be spiritual regression without worldly (or fleshly) 
progression. Let's turn to Romans 8. Romans the 8th chapter verses 1-8. 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, 2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.  3)  For what the law could not do,  in that it  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was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4) That the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. 5) For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of 
the Spirit. 6) For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. 7) Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8) So 
then they that are in the flesh cannot please God." Now let's turn to Titus 
2:12. "Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." By 
denying worldly things, we live or quicken properly, temperately, 
righteously. Turn with me to 1st Peter chapter 1 verse 22. "Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently." Now think about that: we purify our lives by obeying the Truth 
through the Spirit. Now page over to the 2nd chapter and verse 11. 
"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul." Fleshly or worldly lusts war 
against that purified life. The progression or increase in those worldly, 
fleshly things most certainly means a regression or decrease in those 
Spiritual aspects. Simply put, sin and the Spirit oppose one another. Both 
cannot exist in equal amounts. There simply cannot exist a high level of 
those things of the Spirit and those things of the world. One cannot serve 
two masters. To believe this is possible is certainly to receive those wages 
of sin.
     Let's turn back to what we read earlier; Psalm 1, but just the first three 
verses. I'm going to read while holding my fingers up to make a point. 1) 
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 2) nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, 3) nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
Keeping that in mind, turn with me now to Genesis chapter 13 and I'm 
going to read verses 8 -9. "And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no 
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and 
thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9) Is not the whole land before thee? 
separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I 
will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the 
left." Abram and Lot were both in the same world as are we, Abram even 
giving Lot the choice of land and he would take the other. Now verses 10 
and 11. "And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that 
it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and  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Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as 
thou comest unto Zoar. 11) Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; 
and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the 
other." Did Lot seek any counsel as to which land to choose with regards 
to anything other than it looked pleasing to the eyes? No. I'll read on with 
verses 12 and 13. "Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled 
in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 13) But the 
men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly." 
So, not only does Lot chose the land without counsel as it simply looked 
pleasing (hold my 1 finger up), but he now pitches his tent toward Sodom, 
clearly toward the way of sinners (hold my 2 finger up). How does Lot 
progress from here? Let's skip over to Genesis 19 verse 1. "And there 
came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot (was where?) sat in the gate 
of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed 
himself with his face toward the ground." Lot chose to (1) put himself 
among the wicked with this land because it was pleasing to the look, (2) 
he eventually pitched his tent toward the sinners and (3) eventually sat 
with those scornful, dwelling in Sodom. And just like wages of sin, we 
know how that city ended. 
     Yet, as we find in Romans 11:33: “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of Yahweh! How unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out!” I’d like to read some excerpts from the 
Christadelphian Expositor, From James to Jude on page 189. “God is not 
only just, but merciful…Even Lot who had deserted Abraham was saved, 
and saved because in spite of his defection, he had been justified by 
subsequent conduct…Abraham had prayed for the righteous in Sodom on 
the grounds that the righteous Judge of all the earth would not ‘slay the 
righteous with the wicked’…Lot was ‘just’ or ‘righteous’ not in leaving 
Abraham, but in retaining his belief in God and his sense of true spiritual 
values in spite of the evil environment into which his own folly had brought 
him…Genesis 19:16 states: ‘Yahweh being merciful unto him, they (the 
angels) brought him forth and set him without the city.’’
     We all have to live in this world as it is, right now. It's an unavoidable 
reality that can be, quite frankly, depressing to think about. Whether 
through work, travel or unavoidable socialization, you will undoubtedly be 
faced with some worldly idea or aspect over and over to a point that you 
become comfortable in its presence. This thought is when, you could say, 
a "lightbulb" went off in my brain! This was when I finally started putting 
things together, and searched out the Scriptural evidence. It seems like a 
three   step   process   of  spiritual   regression  that  always  accompanies  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worldly progression. We are constantly struggling against our sinful flesh 
in a world that not only constantly strives to expand tolerances and its 
carnality, but calls it love and peace. With that kind of constant 
bombardment, it's nearly inevitable that something fleshly, something 
worldly will seem not so bad to you or me given enough of its presence 
and our tolerance. *I think it is important to take aside that even 
though one sin is seemingly more common or less damaging to you 
or anyone, Yahweh hates it just as much as a less common one. To 
Yahweh, sin is sin. James 2:10 says "For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."* Continuing 
on, the inevitable is that you will encounter that worldly aspect that seems 
okay to shrug at, to innocently (1) tolerate or excuse its presence (recall 
Lot seeing the land he chose as pleasant and well-watered, yet contained 
Sodom and Gomorrah, where men did wickedly. Do you think Lot didn't 
know about Sodom and Gomorrah or hadn't heard of it and the atrocities 
therein? I tend to believe he did, but excused it because of the enticement 
of the land). Well, the problem is, once you find excuse for something that 
pleases the flesh (in Lot's case, pleasant, well-watered land to behold), (2) 
you become accustomed to it, to the point of outwardly drawn, seeking it, 
become obsessed with it (recall Lot pitching his tent toward the source of 
the wicked and ungodly? I do not believe you pitched your tent toward 
something like that unless you were desiring it). Ultimately, you will (3) 
become that manifestation of what you tolerated and then sought out, 
finding yourself at sin's gate not only beset by those worldly desires, but 
potentially besetting your ecclesial household.
    I cannot stress enough the need to find solace in Yahweh's Word. The 
fact is, we cannot see what the weather forecast is without being 
clobbered with, for lack of better words, garbage of the flesh. One runs 
the almost certainty of hearing, reading or seeing something ungodly and 
wicked or hearing of some horrible, cruel act by simply going online to find 
a recipe or instructional video. If this alone isn't a heralding of our High 
Priest's soon return, I tremble to imagine how much worse it can get. As to 
no surprise of mine, we have comfort in Scripture that directly addresses 
these dangers of worldly progression that we can, no, MUST seek out, 
understand and put into practice! Turn with me to Psalm 26: 5-6: "I have 
not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers.I have hated 
the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked." Now to 
Proverbs 4:14-15: "Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the 
way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away." And 
finally, Matthew 7:13-14: "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the  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gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." We must understand 
these examples and steps of worldly progression that can, if allowed, go 
unnoticed, with the sole purpose of creeping into our daily lives and 
struggles, only to destroy anything of the Spirit. One cannot serve God 
and mammon.

Alex Monday
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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

Biblical Principles for Increasing in 
Wisdom and Overcoming the World 

1. Develop a love for God through a love of His Word 
and allow this to shape our thoughts and deeds. 
(Duet. 6:4-6; 10:12,13; Rom. 7:22

2. Pray without ceasing.  (Rom. 12:12; 1st Thess. 
5:17).

3. Keep separate from all appearances of evil. (1 
Thess. 5:22; Heb. 12:14; James 4:4)

4. Overcome evil by doing good and replace bad 
habits with good habits. (Rom. 12:21; Eph. 4:28-32)  

5. Learn right from wrong, hate evil and love good. 
(Rom. 12:9)

6. Cultivate good friendships. (Prov. 27:17)
7. Constantly examine our way of life and be alert to 

the dangers around us. (2 Cor. 13:5; 1 Tim. 4:16).  
8. Develop a positive, joyful and contented disposition. 

(Phil. 4:4; Phil 4:12,13)
9. Be not weary in well doing. (2 Thess. 3:13)
10. Meditate, Meditate, Meditate, on the word of God. 

(Psa. 1:2; Psa. 119:97)
11. Open our mouths with wisdom. (Prov. 31:26)
12. Do all to the glory of God.  (1 Cor. 10:31).  

Pat Hamilton 
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A PRAYER OF MOSES 

HEN we consider the 
attribute of wisdom, we 
often immediately think of 
Solomon. There would be 

very little argument mounted in 
opposition, but when considering the 
whole testimony of the Eternal Spirit, 
there are others. When we consider 
the end result of each, and other 
attributes that they exhibited, then a 
different picture emerges.

Now Psalm 90, sub-titled “a prayer 
of Moses, the man of God”, is in all 
probability the work of the man Moses. 
Moses was indeed a man of prayer, 
but he was so much more. There 
probably hasn’t been a greater patriot, 
a more loyal Israelite, a more humble 
leader since. All that is recorded of him 
reveals a man who deliberately set his 
own interests aside, and dedicated his 
whole self to the cause of the nation. He was by most standards, the 
complete man. He was an organizer, a leader, and a counsellor of his 
people.

Next to Solomon, Moses was by far the wisest man in Israel, but 
Moses made better use of his wisdom than Solomon. As a result it was 
written of him (Deut. 34:7-10), 

“And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. And the children 
of  Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days:  so the  

!20

W



A PRAYER OF MOSES

days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. And 
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses 
had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened 
unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses. And there 
arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the 
LORD knew face to face.”

Psalm 90 therefore begins:  “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place 
in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, thou art God.”  (Please note that the Latin Vulgate and the 
Septuagint read “refuge” instead of the Authorized use of “dwelling 
place”.)

Only a man who knew God, and had been instructed by God could 
have made that statement. We hear the echo of it 1500 years later, when 
another faithful servant stood before the wise men of Athens and declared 
the same line of wisdom:  Acts 17:22,23 - “ Then Paul stood in the midst 
of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye 
are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 
found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.” 

Paul then proceeded to speak the truth and wisdom to them,
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands;  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he 
needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things;  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should 
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and 
move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have 
said, For we are also his offspring. (vv. 24-28)

Continuing with Psalm 90:
Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children 
of men. For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the night.  Thou carriest them 
away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are 
like grass which groweth up. In the morning it flourisheth, and 
groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth. For we 
are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled. 
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Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light 
of thy countenance. For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: 
we spend our years as a tale that is told. The days of our years are 
threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is 
soon cut off, and we fly away.  (vv. 3-10) 

Here, having fixed upon the number of 70 years is it merely expressing 
the need to make sure we examine if we have used our time correctly?  *
This idea is supported as in verse 12 he writes, “Teach us to number or 
reckon or assign our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom”.

Moses understood the frailty of 
man, and that our life is a passing 
shadow. Note the words of verses 4 
and 5, “A thousand years in Thy 
sight are but as yesterday when it is 
past”, then verse 5, “They are as in 
a sleep”.

Moses knew that death was 
the wages of sin, and that God’s 
wrath had to be poured out against 
sin. He knew however, and rejoiced 

in the knowledge that there had been, and would continue to be, a few 
who were only asleep, waiting the new day when those who indeed did 
sleep would awaken to be judged and hopefully glorified.

Verse 9 has some very interesting choice words; “We spend our years 
as a tale that is told”. Yes, our lives are indeed a record of events, 
thoughts, deeds done, good and bad, and can therefore be told in a tale 
that has seven chapters.

• Chapter 1 - We are born, and grow through infancy, a period of which 
none have little if any memory. Some are blessed with nurturing and 
love, while some not so much.

• Chapter 2 - Childhood and school-days, which to many are the 
happiest days; no cares, no worries with the highest of confidence as 
to where the next meal was coming from and that all needs would be 

 Bullinger suggests that the 70 years “refers to the length of life in the *

wilderness in the time of Moses, which must have been shortened specially, 
so that the adults died off within the forty years.  The “days” were, and could 
thus be, actually “numbered”...”   Editor
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supplied by their parents. Tragically to some, there isn’t that 
assurance.

• Chapter 3 - Youth, that wonderful period when they are brave enough 
to face anything, thinking they know everything, and facing challenge 
thinking they can do everything.

• Chapter 4 - Manhood/womanhood follows directly after the 
impetuousness of youth and the realization that there is a serious side 
to life. Paul writes, “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I 
understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things” (1st Cor. 13:11).   Isn’t it sad that some men 
never do put behind them their childish ways?

• Chapter 5 - Marriage and parenthood, with all its responsibilities. It is 
the solemn duty of parents to instruct their children in God’s way; to 
teach them the Gospel message, to convince them of God’s great 
plan of Salvation.  Solomon wrote in Proverbs, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. 
22:6).   

• Chapter 6 - Old Age. These are the years when we become less 
active and are content to sit back and let younger ones take a more 
active part. These would be the ones who by careful tutoring have 
earned the right of leadership.

• Chapter 7 - The end. That chapter cannot be written by mortal man. It 
can only be written by he who keeps the book of life.

When we close our eyes in death’s sleep, our life’s record is closed 
and our life’s work is brought into review. The apostle Paul writes that 
there will be a reckoning of that life’s work; all our labors, all our gains, our 
wealth, our honor, even our social position will be wiped away. “Every 
man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what 
sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive a reward” (1st Cor. 3:13,14). 

He then writes in 2nd Corinthians 5:10 - “For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

Our hope for that time will be that the good outweighs the not so good, 
and the character we have developed will be found pleasing.

With a full knowledge of the shortness of our life span, and knowing full 
well  the  proneness  of man  to wander down the  by-ways  and indulge in  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works that are not in the least bit profitable to his eternal welfare, Moses 
pours out his heart unto God:

“The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength 
labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. Who 
knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so 
is thy wrath. So teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom”  (vv. 10-12).

Moses knew better than most that those who seek after eternal life can 
do nothing better than to absorb as much as they can contain of the 
wisdom that comes from God.  A few centuries later we hear the Master of 
Galilee exclaiming the same thing,  “And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent” (John 17:3). 

Looking back, which by the way is seldom of any value, we come to 
the realization that our productive years fall somewhat between 20 and 
70, so 50 years at most. In that period of time our most important task, 
though some may beg to differ, is to demonstrate to our Heavenly Father 
whether or not we are worthy of His incomparable gift of eternal life. 

We say some may differ with that assessment. That difference of 
opinion is simply because they attempt to impress their fellows, not the 
God of Heaven. 

In verse 4, Moses writes, “A thousand years in thy sight are but 
yesterday”. If a thousand years are but a day, then, to God our 50 years 
must pass by as a shadow. How great indeed is the love and goodness of 
God, that He is willing to give us so much in return for so little? We read in 
verses 13-17:

“Return, O LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy 
servants. O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice 
and be glad all our days. Make us glad according to the days 
wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have 
seen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory 
unto their children. And let the beauty of the LORD our God be 
upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, 
the work of our hands establish thou it.” 

To what extent can we truly join with Moses in this prayer, and ask God 
to establish our works? Well, when we passed through the waters of 
baptism, confessing our faith, we in effect said, “All that the Lord hath 
said, we will do”.  If we have lived up to that vow, then God will establish 
that  work.  Considering  what  man  we ought to be;  consider that Moses  

!24



A PRAYER OF MOSES

was teachable until his death. Moses was obedient, and Moses was 
faithful. 

Moses writes in verse 12, “Teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts to wisdom”. These words tell us that in the grand scheme 
of things, our lifetime is but a fleeting moment, days that are quickly flying 
past. It is therefore our responsibility to make count every breathing 
moment. What is the duty of man, but according to Solomon, “Fear God 
and keep His commandments”.

Moses writes after a lifetime of serving God,  “And now, Israel, what 
doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul, To keep the commandments of the 
LORD, and his statutes” (Deut. 10:12,13).

Micah, speaking similarly stated -  “He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (6:8). 

It is recorded of Moses when he died, that though he was an hundred 
and twenty years old his eyes were not dim, nor his natural force abated.  
In other words, Moses did not die due to the ravages of old age, but was 
removed from the scene because his purpose had been fulfilled. The 
lesson: though we may plan and propose, we know not when our purpose 
has been fulfilled, ending in the sleep of death.  At that point, our book of 
life will be closed and our opportunities to adequately serve will have 
come to an end.  

Such was the prayer of Moses, whose life’s record stands as an 
eternal monument of unwavering devotion and obedience to his God, and 
faithful unfailing service to his brethren, the children of God.

Speaking of Jesus’ Second Advent, Peter is recorded as saying:
“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of 
all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said unto the 
fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of 
your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you” (Acts 3:20-22). 

Peter spoke these words not very long after Jesus had disappeared 
from their sight. Fresh in his memory was the horrific sight of Christ nailed 
hand and feet to a stake, anti-typically the lamb slain to make covering for 
sin.  

!25



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER,  SPRING   2019

As we work our way through our probation, it is our hope and prayer 
that we have served after the manner of Moses, and can say as he:

“And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and 
establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our 
hands establish thou it” (Ps. 90:17).  

Such was the prayer of Moses, whose life’s work stands as an eternal 
monument of unwavering devotion to his God, as well as faithful, unfailing 
service to his brethren - the children of God.

Herb Thomas 
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A Letter to Bro. Thomas Williams 
Martinville, ARK - More than two years ago I heard your lecture at 
Martinville, and the earnest manner in which you contended for what 
you believed was right made such an impression on me that I never can 
forget it.  I began to investigate and fight the truth (honestly though I 
thought) and the more I studied the more I saw in your position.  I now 
accept it all.  If the Christadelphians haven’t got the truth the rest had 
just as well quit.  I was baptized August 3 and fully realize the greatness 
of the calling.  It means much to be a Bible Christian.  May God 
continue to bless you in your noble work.  I have kept up with you 
through The Advocate in your “Up-and-Be-Doing” movement, and 
admire the firm stand you have taken on the questions at issue.   
 The brethren here are all well and the ecclesia is in a prosperous 
condition.  The Fraternal Gathering was the most delightful meeting to 
me I have ever attended.  We all regretted that you could not be here.  
Brother Williams, I write you this letter to tell you how much I 
appreciate you and the good you have done me.  Had I never heard your 
lectures I might never have been persuaded to “come out” and enter the 
race for eternal life. 

Yours in the One Hope, 
O.L. DUNAWAY 

[Brother Dunaway is a professor in the Arkansas schools, and will be of 
great help to the truth.  We rejoice to hear of his obedience.  God speed 
thee, brother, on thy way. - EDITOR]   

 Taken from the September, 1902 Advocate.   



COMING ONENESS

COMING ONENESS 
Ephesians 1:10  

That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

One day a thousand years shall be,
One sun throughout shall shine,

One cloud shall shelter from the heat,
One rainbow end the sign.

(2 Peter 3:8; Malachi 4:2; Revelation 14:14; Revelation 10:1; Ezekiel 
1:28; Eureka pages 22-26)

One mountain all the earth shall fill,
One tree its branches spread,

One stone a sure foundation laid,
One spring the fountain head.

(Daniel 2:35; Matthew 13:31-32; Isaiah 28:16; Revelation 22:1)

One King shall reign o'er all the earth,
One queen sit on his throne,

One law all people shall obey,
One God believe and own.

(Zechariah 14:9; Psalms 45:9; Isaiah 2:3; Isaiah 11:9)

One kingdom shall all tongues embrace,
One throne the scepter wield,

One city all mankind attract,
One Prince from war shall shield.

(Daniel 7:14; Hebrews 1:8; Zechariah 14:17; Isaiah 9:6)

One stem two nations shall become,
One land their tribes adorn,

One Head be owned by low and high,
One crown o'er all be worn.

(Ezekiel 37:16-17, 22; Ezekiel 36:28; Hosea 1:11; Isaiah 28:5)

One Shepard then the sheep shall feed,
One fold enclose them all,

One river quench their parching thirst,
One pasture never pall.

(Ezekiel 34:12-16, 22, 23; Jeremiah 31:10; Isaiah 44:3-4)
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One temple shall by all be thronged,
One prayer shall daily rise,

One Priest receive all freewill gifts,
One altar, sacrifice.

(Zechariah 6:12-13; Psalms 72:15; Zechariah 14:16; Isaiah 56:7)

One fountain all shall seek for sin,
One cleansing stream to see,

One sacrifice shall bear in mind,
One cross—the cursed tree.

(Zechariah 13:1; Jeremiah 33:6; Jeremiah 30:17; Revelation 13:8; 1 
Corinthians 1:18; Galatians 3:13)

One Mediator all shall know,
One power invoke in prayer,

One Advocate beseech to plead,
One fear be everywhere.

(1 Timothy 2:5; Zechariah 8:21; 1 John 2:1; Psalms 67:7)

One hope shall animate all breasts,
One will by all be done,

One faith shall Jew and Greek receive,
One race together run.

(Jeremiah 17:7; Daniel 7:27; Zechariah 8:23; 1 Corinthians 9:24)

One spirit all men shall display,
One way uprightly walk,

One voice shall raise to Yahweh's praise,
One theme be all their talk.

(Ezekiel 36:26; Jeremiah 32:39; Isaiah 35:8; Psalms 113:3; Psalms 
145:4, 7)

One blessing all men shall desire,
One task fulfill in love,

One thing deem needful all through life,
One prize seek from above.

(Psalms 133:3; Psalms 72:10-11; Luke 10:42; Philippians 3:14)

One judge to all shall justice mete,
One court assess their claims,

One code its judgment always guide,
One rule, whate'er their names.

(Psalms 96:13; Isaiah 60:17; Isaiah 11:3-4; Psalms 72:12)

One Counsellor shall wisdom meet,
One Saviour sin remove,

One Benefactor bless all poor,
One Friend shall faithful prove.

(Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 2:3; Romans 11:26; Psalms 72:12-13; Proverbs 
18:24) 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One standard shall all conduct guide,
One measure regulate,

One model all men shall admire,
One pattern imitate.

(Psalms 119:104-105; Isaiah 8:20; Ephesians 4:13; Hebrews 3:1; 
Titus 2:7)

One question shall be asked by all,
One answer given thereto,

One problem exercise all minds,
One golden rule to do.

(Luke 10:25; 1 John 2:17; Hebrews 11:6; Matthew 7:12)

One book shall then by all be read,
One feast enjoyment give,

One song be sung by old and young,
One aim, the end to live.

(Isaiah 29:18; Isaiah 25:6; Psalms 67:4: Romans 6:22)

One house of untold wealth shall be,
One Father ruling o'er,

One Son in charge of all therein-
One key, and but one door.

(Psalms 112:3; John 14:2; Jeremiah 31:9; Isaiah 22:22)

One Body all affairs shall guide,
One fruit all labour yield,

One Lord be served with one consent,
One endless age revealed.

(Romans 12:5; Isaiah 32:1; Isaiah 27:6; Galatians 5:22; Zephaniah 
3:9; Psalms 102:27-28)

One Man of countless multitude—
One glorious form divine—

One garment of salvation wear,
One thousand years shall shine.

(Revelation 1:13-16; John 17:21-23; 1 John 3:2; Psalms 132:16; 
Revelation 20:4)

Oct., 1879. J.J.A.  
Printed in the December 1,1879 Christadelphian Magazine
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N our last two articles we reviewed the Scriptural record of the man 
named Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses. We have looked at his 
ancestry as a descendant of Abraham, his work as a shepherd and 
the priest of Midian, and his likely worship of El Shaddai. Yet, as 

friendly and hospitable as Jethro was, he was not fully converted to the 
Truth until after his son-in-law Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt 
and into the wilderness where they met as recorded in Exodus 18. 

Exodus 18 is indeed a brilliant chapter that shows Jethro’s open ears 
to the Truth, his proclamation of Yahweh’s goodness and deliverance, his 
bringing forth of a sacrifice, and his welcome into fellowship by Moses, 
Aaron and the elders of Israel. His conversion thereby becomes a 
standard for each and every Believer who must become associated with 
the Lamb of God’s atoning work before coming into fellowship as part of 
the Ecclesia of Christ. 

Following these momentous events, we looked at the wisdom of Jethro 
as described in the latter half of the same chapter. Sensing the great 
burden of the people on the shoulders of Moses, Jethro prescribed a 
divinely-approved system of ecclesial division of duties to brethren based 
upon experience and character. In so doing, Jethro helped set a standard 
that was used to various extents in the time of the kings and the first 
century ecclesia, and which is still applicable today as we see in 1 
Timothy 3 and Titus 1.  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THE HERITAGE OF JETHRO

We would like to pick up at the end of Exodus 18 as we discuss the 
Heritage of Jethro. Exodus 18:27 reads:  “And Moses let his father-in-law 
depart; and he went his way into his own land.” Here we see that Jethro 
decided to continue his sojourn in the wilderness of Midian where he had 
been a shepherd for years. This would be a great loss to Moses. 
However, the two would part with an even greater bond between them 
than that which they had previously shared during their forty years of 
cohabitation because now they were brethren in Christ. 

Since Exodus 18:27 is the last verse where Jethro is directly 
mentioned, you may be wondering how can we possibly learn any more 
about him. How can we find out more about his heritage? We remember 
from previous studies that Jethro was given the title of Reuel, “Friend of 
God”, in Exodus 2:18, a title only given to one other man – Abraham, the 
father of the faithful. And so it may certainly be true that Jethro now 
disappears from the pages of Scripture, but we will soon find that he, like 
Abraham, left behind a string of faithful descendants that began with the 
conversion of their patriarch.

Let us turn to Numbers 10:29-32 to see what befalls Jethro’s family: 
“And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses' 
father in law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I 
will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD 
hath spoken good concerning Israel. And he said unto him, I will not go; 
but I will depart to mine own land, and to my kindred. And he said, Leave 
us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in 
the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead of eyes. And it shall be, 
if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the LORD shall do 
unto us, the same will we do unto thee.” 

Hobab
In the verses before us we are introduced to Hobab, the son of Raguel 

(or Reuel as correctly translated in the ASV, ESV, ISV and RV). Hobab 
was thus Moses’ brother-in-law. Up until this point in the Scriptures there 
had been no record of Jethro having any sons, but apparently there was 
at least one son and accordingly he had been given a name meaning 
“cherished, favored or beloved”. It appears that Hobab stayed with Moses 
and Zipporah after his father departed for Midian. According to Numbers 
10:11-12: “it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month in the 
second year that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the 
testimony. And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the 
wilderness of Sinai.”  This is the second year from the Exodus, so perhaps 
about a year had passed since Jethro had departed. As the standards of 
the  people  had  been raised and  the  movements of the tabernacle were  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about to begin, it was time for Hobab to make a decision. He declines the 
invitation to remain with Israel and chooses to go home to his father and 
family. 

Moses, in these verses, tries to convince his brother-in-law to stay, by 
speaking of the goodness of God to whom Reuel, his father, had 
confessed and reverenced a year before as outlined in Exodus 18:9. 
Moses thus promised that Hobab would see and enjoy the goodness of 
Yahweh for himself and that he too could be a part of the great land that 
flowed with milk and honey. From a practical standpoint, Moses also 
stated in verse 31 that Hobab could be useful to them as eyes in the 
wilderness as no doubt the young man knew the area very well. However, 
all in Yahweh’s time. Moses had to learn complete dependence on the 
guidance of Yahweh, not man, as would be manifest through the pillar of 
cloud by day and pillar of fire by night. Hobab meanwhile would return 
home with his mind no doubt filled with the things concerning the Kingdom 
of God and the Name of Jesus Christ as typified through the Law of 
Moses now instituted. 

Thus, once again, Jethro and now his son Hobab are both outside the 
scene of the Biblical record. While the Pentateuch concentrates on the 
journeys of Israel and the institution of Divine Law, we know nothing of 
what transpired concurrently with this small family of faith. Nonetheless, “a 
good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children” (Proverbs 
13:22) and certainly this was the case with Jethro. 

The next mention of the family of Jethro is found many generations 
later in Judges 4:11: “Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of 
Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, had severed himself from the Kenites, 
and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh.” In the 
Hebrew, the phrase “father-in-law” is one single word referring to a 
relative brought into contract affinity by marriage. The Revised Version 
and the American Standard Version thus correctly translate as follows: 
“Hobab the brother-in-law of Moses”, not the “father-in-law”. In any case, 
this verse is important for multiple reasons. First of all, it tells us that the 
people known as the Kenites were in fact the descendants of Jethro and 
Hobab. Secondly, these verses tell us that in the time period of the 
Judges, the Kenites were residents of the Promised Land, having 
accepted the invitation given by Moses to their forefather long before. 

If we backtrack to the book of Judges, we can find out even more 
about Jethro’s people, the Kenites, in Judges 1:16: “And the children of 
the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, went up out of the city of palm trees with 
the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south 
of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.”  In this verse we find  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the children of Jethro the Kenite on the move. It is entirely possible that 
Jethro had already died in faith, but whatever be the case “the children” 
had evidently rejoined Israel. In the Hebrew, the word for “the children” 
means “a son” (as a builder of the family name) and is often translated as 
“son” or “sons” in the KJV. As mentioned before, Hobab is the only known 
son of Jethro and thus, from both this passage and Judges 4:11, we can 
deduce that Hobab and his family, perhaps including some of his sisters 
whom Moses had rescued decades before, eventually took up the offer of 
his brother-in-law Moses to join with Israel and inherit the Promised Land. 
It is quite sobering to think that Hobab and family were able to enter the 
Promised Land, whereas the carcasses of the Children of Israel rotted in 
the wilderness. Indeed, even Moses himself was punished due to 
disobedience in the matter of the rock and rod and was not able to enter 
in.

What more can we learn from Judges 1:16? This verse shows that 
after passing into the Promised Land, the Kenites dwelt in the city of palm 
trees. We can identify this city as Jericho by turning to Deuteronomy 34:3. 
It appears that the Kenites, having entered the Promised Land with Israel 
across the Jordan River, had been content to stay in the general vicinity of 
the destroyed city along the fruitful Jordan Valley region for the time being. 
Nonetheless, in time, they decided to forsake this initial settlement and 
headed south with the children of Judah to their tribal inheritance in the 
wilderness located south of Arad. Arad, a city which still exists today, is 
located approximately 10-15 miles west of the Dead Sea and 20-25 miles 
east of Beersheba. It was a city of the Canaanites that had been 
conquered in Joshua’s conquests as recorded in Joshua 12:7-8,14. 

A quick look at some of these names is highly interesting. First of all, 
the city Arad comes from a root meaning “to sequester itself; fugitive” 
where “sequester” means “to remove or withdraw, seclude, separate”. 
Indeed, the family of Jethro’s descendants – Hobab and his kin – were 
now fugitives from their native land and people. They had come from 
Midian, from the Hebrew root meaning “brawling, contention”, and had left 
that life of sin behind. Instead, they separated themselves as fugitives 
from their own land and joined themselves to Judah, meaning “praise”. 
Much like Ruth the Moabite would say generations later, this family of 
Kenites had decided: “for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do 
so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me” (Ruth 
1:16-17). 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As a side note, isn’t the Kenites’ choice of tribe interesting? Even 
though the Kenites would have been kin to the family of Moses by 
marriage, they were not Levites by bloodline and therefore could not join 
in the Levitical works of the tabernacle and later the temple. This 
presented a conundrum where the Kenites had a decision to make – to 
whom would they go? Quite significantly, they cast their lot with the 
blessed tribe of Judah out of which the kingly line and Messiah would one 
day come. 

A history of the Kenites
At this point we would like to spend some more time exploring the 

history of the Kenites. In particular, where did they come from? If we turn 
our attention back to Genesis, the Scriptures show that the Kenites pre-
dated both Jethro and his son Hobab. In fact, they were a well-established 
people even before the call of Abram for the patriarch was promised their 
land as part of the covenant land grant as recorded in Genesis 15:18-21. 

As stated, the Kenites were one of ten nations whose lands were 
promised to Abram and his faithful descendants by Yahweh, the Creator 
of the Earth whose prerogative alone it is to decide such things. Putting 
these things together, in Jethro’s family we see a group of men and 
women who understood that Yahweh was in control. Though part of the 
Abrahamic land grant once belonged to their forefathers, this family 
understood that the only way to become eternal inheritors of that land was 
through Abraham’s blessed people of Israel and Yahweh their God. This 
of course makes us think of the key verses in Galatians 3:16,27-29: “Now 
to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ… For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

After the Kenites threw in their lot with the children of Judah, it appears 
that they were able to carry on the heritage of Jethro, through their faithful 
adherence to the Truth. Searching through the pages of Scripture, we find 
that over hundreds of years of history, an element of faith remained within 
this group. Judges 4:11,16-22, reads as follows: “Now Heber the Kenite, 
which was of the children of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, had 
severed himself from the Kenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of 
Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh… But Barak pursued after the chariots, and 
after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera 
fell upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man left. Howbeit 
Sisera  fled  away  on  his  feet  to  the  tent  of  Jael  the wife of Heber the  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Kenite: for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the 
house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said 
unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And when he had turned 
in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle. And he said unto 
her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And she 
opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him. Again he 
said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man 
doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou 
shalt say, No. Then Jael Heber's wife took a nail of the tent, and took an 
hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his 
temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep and 
weary. So he died. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out 
to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the man 
whom thou seekest. And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera lay 
dead, and the nail was in his temples.”

What an exciting passage we have before us! Here we see that Heber 
the Kenite, a traitor, had removed himself from the rest of his family and 
had made allegiance with Jabin, the enemy of Israel. So when Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin’s army, fled from the sword of Barak and Deborah, it was 
only natural that Sisera should try to hide amongst Heber’s family. 
However, despite her unfaithful husband, Jael the Kenite was a woman of 
faith who had not departed from the One Way to which Jethro and Hobab 
had converted decades before. Instead, as a woman of honour, Jael 
seized her opportunity and slew Sisera, the enemy of Israel, with a nail 
through his temples. In so doing, of course, Jael acted out in type the 
slaying of the seed of the serpent by the seed of the woman as we read in 
Genesis 3:15. 

Leaving Jael behind, we would now like to fast-forward to the time of 
the Kings where, once again, we will see the Kenites surviving as a 
distinct family of faith within the borders of Israel. It appears that their 
story was well-known by the Israelites and well-respected, too. If we turn 
in our Bibles to 1st Samuel 15, we will read of the failure of Saul to follow 
Yahweh’s command to slay the Amalekites. This chapter marks the 
turning point in the life of Saul, after which Yahweh turned His full 
attention and blessings to David, a man after God’s own heart. With that 
said, despite the wickedness of Saul as recorded in this chapter, Saul 
nonetheless did one good thing that is worthy of note as found in verse 
six: “And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down from 
among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them: for ye shewed 
kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up out of Egypt. So 
the  Kenites  departed  from among the Amalekites.”  Yes,  once  again we  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see that the Kenites still existed and were well respected by the 
leadership of Israel who gave them an opportunity for separation from the 
Amalekites. 

Moving on a few years in history, the Kenites are mentioned twice in 
the record during David’s time as a fugitive from Saul. First of all, when 
David was at Ziklag, he and his men went down to fight the Amalekites in 
an area south of the land of the Kenites, Judah and the Jerahmeelites. 
We read the details in 1st Samuel 27:6-12. Despite David’s successful 
efforts in Chapter 27, the wars with Amalek were not yet finished and 
David once again found himself warring against their bands in 1st Samuel 
30. In this passage we read of a great victory wrought through Yahweh’s 
blessing, followed by the obtaining of great spoils. However, perhaps what 
is most important in regard to our current topic involves what David did 
with these spoils, sending them on to his friends, the elders of Judah, in 
an effort to consolidate his leadership within the tribe. 1 Samuel 30:26,29 
are of particular interest at this time: “And when David came to Ziklag, he 
sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even to his friends, saying, 
Behold a present for you of the spoil of the enemies of the LORD… And to 
them which were in Rachal, and to them which were in the cities of the 
Jerahmeelites, and to them which were in the cities of the Kenites.” From 
these verses we can thus conclude that David had friends among the 
Kenites that were now an integral part of the tribe of Judah (David’s own 
tribe) and its eldership. 

Some may argue that the verses in 1st Samuel merely show that the 
Kenites existed in the time of the Kings, but do not specifically show that 
there was an element of faith among them, and that may be so. Yet a 
close consideration of the Scriptural record will indicate that the heritage 
of Jethro and Hobab lived all the way through the centuries of the Kings 
up until, at the very least, the time of Nehemiah. To that point, let us now 
turn over to the genealogy of David recorded in 1st Chronicles 2, focusing 
on the last verse, 55: “And the families of the scribes which dwelt at 
Jabez; the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and Suchathites. These are the 
Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of the house of Rechab.” This 
verse may seem obscure at first glance, but there is actually much to be 
learned from it. By context in 1st Chronicles 2, we see that the Kenites are 
numbered with the tribe of Judah from which they had become 
inseparable since their forefathers had cast in their lot with the tribe of 
praise in the time of the Judges. Secondly, the Spirit also tells us that the 
Rechabites, a family of faith with which many will be familiar, was a subset 
of the Kenites through Hemath. Coincidence? We think not.  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The Rechabites, of course, are a study unto themselves. We would 
like to note just a few highlights of this Kenite family who stayed true to 
the heritage of Jethro. First, it is recorded that Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab came to King Jehu of Israel in order to help him destroy the family 
of wicked Ahab and the worshippers of Baal, as recorded in 1 Kings 15. 
Unlike Jehu, who later lost his zeal for Yahweh and went astray following 
the ways of Jeroboam, Jehonadab himself almost certainly stayed faithful 
to Yahweh, for many years later his Kenite/Rechabite descendants were 
still faithful despite the immense wickedness that surrounded them in 
unfaithful Judah. In fact, we will find that Jehonadab had even put certain 
restrictions on his descendants, particularly abstinence from wine and 
permanent dwellings, that were meant to keep his people separate, as 
strangers and sojourners, just like his forefathers of Moses’ day. 
Jehonadab no doubt could see the decline in morality in the Kingdom, 
which would only grow worse after he died, and therefore had the 
forethought to restrict his descendants from becoming swallowed up into 
the Laodiceanism that surrounded them.  

Many years later as the Babylonian captivity approached, Jeremiah the 
prophet thus used this righteous family of Kenites as an example with 
which he could contrast the general behavior of the tribe of Judah. These 
things are recorded in Jeremiah 35 and we recommend the reading of this 
whole chapter. One could spend an entire article on this chapter where we 
clearly see the Rechabites as a shining example of faithfulness in an 
otherwise wicked generation. The meat of the chapter focuses on the 
contrasts between the Rechabites and the children of Judah. Although 
these verses focus on the adherence of the Rechabites to the laws of 
their natural father, no doubt they were a spiritually strong people that 
were in turn blessed by Yahweh. 

A contrasting example of faithfulness
Let’s quickly review five contrasts between the Rechabites and the 

children of Judah in Jeremiah’s time:
1. The Rechabites obeyed a natural father, while the Jews disobeyed 

their heavenly father.   
2. Jehonadab, the father of the Rechabites, was dead, but Yahweh, the 

father of the Jews, was living.
3. Jehonadab could not send any warnings to his descendants to keep 

them in line, but Yahweh had repeatedly sent His servants the 
prophets to warn the Jews of their wickedness.

4. Jehonadab could not reward or punish his people, but Yahweh could. 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5. Jehonadab placed great restrictions upon his people above and 
beyond the Law of Moses; Yahweh’s own law was holy, just and 
good, exactly what it needed to be. 

Having thoroughly compared and contrasted the Rechabites to the 
children of Judah, Yahweh continued with his Divine estimation and 
blessing as shown in Jeremiah 35:18-19: “And Jeremiah said unto the 
house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and 
kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he hath 
commanded you:  Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before 
me for ever.”  Much like the Nazarites of years prior, the Rechabites were 
signaled out by Yahweh for their faithfulness to a higher standard. They 
were shining lights to those around them and, as a result, Yahweh 
promised that they would stand before Him for ever, the Olahm, the 
Kingdom Age. We can thereby be assured that the faithful Rechabites, 
these Kenites, these children of Jethro, will be in the Kingdom of the Age 
to Come. 

There is one last reference to the Rechabites in Nehemiah, over 
seventy years following the events of Jeremiah 35. Nehemiah, you might 
remember, led the restoration of the city of Jerusalem including the 
building up of the gates and the wall. It was the work of a multitude that he 
inspired to rise up and build. Is it any surprise to us then that we find the 
descendants of Jethro hard at work? “But the dung gate repaired 
Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of Bethhaccerem; he built it, 
and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars 
thereof” (Nehemiah 3:14). So where do we find the descendants of Jethro 
now? Here we find that this man Malchiah was hard at work at the dung 
gate, perhaps not the most glamorous part of the restoration work, but 
nonetheless one that he put his heart into as the Rechabites always 
would. 

From the days of Jethro and Hobab, we see their heritage of 
faithfulness continued through a line of Kenites and Rechabites that 
spanned generations. In the time of Moses, they were there. In the time of 
Joshua, they were there. In the time of the Judges, they were there. In the 
time of the Kings, they were there. And in the time of the restoration, they 
were there. Following those days, we do not have any sure record of what 
happened to this faithful line, but we can be assured that many righteous 
men and women who followed in the footsteps of their forefather Jethro 
now sleep in their memorial graves, ready to awake and inherit the 
Promised Land where they will stand before Yahweh forever.  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Concluding thoughts
We would like to close by looking at a hidden message in Nehemiah 

3:14 where we see the last record of a faithful descendant of Jethro. As 
with many passages in the Scriptures, the names tell us something 
profound. So what do the names mean? Malchiah means “The King of 
Yah” or “Yah’s King”, typical of the man Jesus Christ who though 
associated with the things of the flesh (at the dung gate) will be the 
ultimate builder of Yahweh’s house. Rechab meanwhile comes from a root 
word meaning “to ride, to place upon, to dispatch”. And finally, 
Bethhaccerem means “house of the vineyard”. Collectively, these names 
read as follows in Hebrew:

“Yah’s King will be placed upon the house of the Vineyard.” 
What a beautiful message that Jethro’s descendants will be apart of, 

when Jesus Christ, Yah’s King, returns to the Earth to take his rightful 
place as King over the Israelitish vine. Many descendants of Jethro will be 
there in that day – what about you and I?

David Bryan 
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 JUSTIFICATION has two applications in Scripture.  One is 
ceremonial, legal, introductory, and provisional, or terminable.  The other is 
a product of the first to which has been added as a result of faithful 
observance of Deity’s Word a complete and irrevocable perfection of nature.   
 The first is seen in the offerings of bulls and goats (Lev. 16:14-16), in 
circumcision (Lev. 12:2,3), and in baptism (Rom. 6:3,4), all of which 
ceremonies involve blood-shedding, literal or symbolical.   
 The second is seen in the change authorized by the Lord Jesus Christ 
“who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue 
all things unto himself” (Phil. 3:21), in the ascent of the corruptible, 
dishonorable, weak and natural body to one of glory, strength, 
incorruptibility and spirit nature (1 Cor. 15:42-44).  One achieving this latter 
state can truly exclaim, Hallellu-Yah, and can be said to be the subject of a 
complete and final justification, having been permitted to share 
consubstantiality with Deity.   
 In the wisdom of Deity, he has decreed that such a glorious state cannot 
be shared indiscriminately.  This ultimate justification must be preceded by 
the ceremonial and provisional justification, and this must then be 
documented or substantiated by good and faithful stewardship in order to 
“enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matt. 25:23).   
 This is the principle declared in Scripture, applicable to all mankind 
and including the only begotten Son of God, Jesus, who was to become 
the Christ.  -  James Stanton, from “The Justification of Jesus”, SK, 9/88  
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MORE ON THE PLURALITY 
OF THE ELOHIM NAME 

N our last issue of The Sanctuary-Keeper we had a short comment 
in our Editorial Flyleaf section under the title “Dangerous Confusion 
On The Term ‘Elohim’”. We informed our readers to the fact that the 
Logos Magazine had recently rebuffed a letter by bro. Jonathan 

Farrar, printed in the January, 2017 Testimony.   In his letter, bro. Farrar 
expressed his view that bro. Thomas was wrong in his application of 
“Elohim” as a plural title in regard to the Almighty God.  The Logos (and 
various correspondence with the Logos who commented on the matter) 
took exception to such a view and did a good job in articulating their 
objections.

As a result of our editorial comment and brief attention to the matter, 
we received an email of protest by bro. Farrar who felt that he had been 
“misrepresented” in our comments, and that our action in “going behind 
his back” was “not becoming of brethren taking on the name of Christ”.  In 
a follow up email (before we had responded) we were also accused of 
“blustering rhetoric to obfuscate the real issue at hand while belittling the 
person with whom you disagree (a bullying tactic that Jesus never once 
used).”     

Just to clarify, which seems to be bro. Farrar’s point of contention and 
where he feels he was misrepresented, he does in fact believe that the 
word “elohim” can be used in a plural sense in some applications, BUT 
does not represent a plurality when connected to Almighty God.   The 
latter, and that which is really the crux of the problem we briefly 
addressed, is in fact our contention with bro. Farrar’s position he has 
publicly expressed.  
 Brother Farrar also takes us to task for not including his original letter 
in the previous SK edition.  We did refer our readers to the January, 2017 
edition of the  Testimony magazine  (which can be read online),  which his  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letter was presented.  If our readers choose to read the entirety of his 
article, then we encourage them to find the article, read it and then 
present their opinions of the conclusions made in his article directly to the 
author. 
 In Brother Farrar's responses, he continues to present the idea that the 
term “Elohim,” when attached to the name Yahweh, does not mean 
"mighty ones,” as was defined by the early Christadelphian pioneers, 
beginning with Brother John Thomas.  His definition of this term "Elohim" 
when applied to Yahweh indicates that, ”it is almost always a majestic 
plural, which is a grammatical idiom in Hebrew to express majesty or 
greatness" - end quote.  We certainly agree that there are a multitude of 
untold and unimagined majesties that Yahweh manifests throughout His 
creation.  But, we do believe that these pluralities of majestic greatness 
have to be manifested through something.  In the case of the term 
“Elohim," we believe as Brother Thomas did, that the majestic greatness 
of Yahweh are manifested through the plurality of a host of "mighty ones,” 
- the Elohim.  Therefore, we believe it is incorrect to think that the term 
"Elohim" has a different definition when used alone or when attached to 
the Yahweh name. 
 There is nothing new in bro. Farrar’s theory. He falls into the same 
mistake that many Orthodox theologians and Hebraists have made for a 
long time - those who do not understand the principle of God 
Manifestation when attempting to come to grips with the plural nature of 
the title “Ehohim,” as connected with Yahweh - I will be Mighty Ones.    
Bro. Thomas was fully aware of such theological arguments and 
emphatically rejected their notions of the plural nature of “elohim” simply 
representing God’s majesty.  We had referenced our readers to 
Phanerosis, but were reminded that bro. Thomas gives an excellent 
explanation in the first volume of Eureka, which we have supplied for your 
consideration following these comments.   

 It was brought to our attention that this was a position that bro. Farrar 
has been promoting for quite some time, as he contended for the same 
view as far back as the April, 2011 Christadelphian Advocate, under the 
title of “The Hebrew Majestic Plural”.  This unfortunately escaped our full 
notice at that time as we have not subscribed to the Advocate for many 
years, and as other pressing matters in the Brotherhood were demanding 
our concern.   Nonetheless, this is an unfortunate and very misleading 
theory that has found a voice within the Unamended community.  
 With this in mind, we provide two references for your consideration: 

• The first, as mentioned above, are excerpts out of the 1st Volume of 
Eureka, pp. 93-95 (Logos Edition).   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• The second an article by a Dr. L.B. Welch, that appeared in the 
1891 Christadelphian.  It is a defense of bro. Thomas’ 
understanding and application of the Hebrew and Greek languages, 
with notice of bro. Thomas’ understanding of “Elohim”.            

 We have shared some of this information with the editor of the Logos 
magazine, through correspondence that we have had with him on this 
matter. So, if you are a subscriber to The Logos you will probably notice 
duplicate information being provided in one of their upcoming issues.  We 
are ourselves thankful to one of our readers who directed our attention to 
the following items.   (Please note that bold and underline have been 
added for emphasis.)  - S.K.  

FROM EUREKA, VOL. 1
As we have said, the Hebrew representative of Theos is AIL.  This is a 

primitive word, which to the mind of the Hebrew always presented the 
idea of strength and power.  It is applied in the prophets to the Former of 
all things when contemplating him in his almightiness.  The meaning of 
the word is strength, might, power, and when used of a person, signifies a 
mighty one, a powerful one, a strong one, a hero.  The first place in which 
it occurs is in Gen. 14:18, where Melchizedec is styled “the priest of the 
most high AIL.”  This teaches, by implication, that there are other AILIM, 
but that He whose priest Melchizedec was, was the highest of them all.  

The term is used in a multitude of places in the Old Testament, in the 
greater number of which it is rendered “God.”  This, however, does not at 
all express its meaning, for goodness is no element of the word.   The 
Deity informs us through Moses that it is a part of the name he chose for 
himself in his communications with Abraham.  “I appeared,” said he, “to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by the name AIL-Shaddai; but by my name 
YAHWEH (commonly, but erroneously, pronounced Jehovah) was I not 
known unto them.”  - Exod. 6:3.   In the English Version, AIL-Shaddai is 
rendered “God Almighty;” but this does not express the original.  Shaddai 
is indeed rendered almighty, omnipotent, by lexicographers; but their 
reason for so doing is theological, not etymological.  They have 
invented what they call a pluralis excellentoe, by which a plural noun 
is applied to a person or thing in the singular, to express its 
excellency.  Hence, to show how excellent the Deity is in power and 
majesty, they suppose the scriptures speak of him as many powers 
or many gods, as is implied by Elohim, Shaddai, and so forth.  But 
this is a weak invention, which only reveals the ignorance of the 
learned respecting the Name of Deity exhibited in “the Mystery of 
Godliness.”  Their pluralis excellentioe is a mere fiction.    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Shaddai is a plural masculine, and derived from the root shahdad, “to 
be strong, powerful.”  Shaddai is the plural of shad, “mighty, powerful,” 
and therefore signifies the mighty or powerful ones....

....The Shaddai are styled Elohim, as expressive of the parental 
relation subsisting between them and AIL in nature and power.  As the 
Highest and Most Powerful One in the universe, He styles himself the AIL- 
Elohim - the Power of powers: a truth memorialized by Jacob in the Altar 
he named AIL - Elohai-Yisra-ail - the Strength of the Powers of Israel.  

Elohim, is a plural noun, which in the singular is written Eloah.  The 
use of this in Hab. 1:11 shows that the idea of strength or power  is the 
radical meaning of the word, as to this one, his strength is his Eloah, or 
the one in whom he trusts.  Three men who appeared to Abraham were 
each of them an Eloah, but not each of them Elohim: the three together 
were Elohim.  ELOAH occurs fifty-six times in the scriptures, and four of 
these times only in the Psalms; but in Job forty-one times.  The use of Ail 
and Eloah by Job would indicate that one and the same being is meant.  
Every member of the heavenly host is an Eloah, but of all the Elohim ONE 
ONLY is the original and self-existent AIL - the absolute, omnipotent, and 
independent power of the universe.      

 -------------------------- 
       

DR. THOMAS’ HEBREW AND GREEK 
By Dr. Welch.

WRITINGS in my possession allege that Dr. Thomas was deficient in 
his knowledge of Hebrew and Greek; that he was ignorant “of almost the 
entire apparatus which must assist in the determination of textual matters 
in Hebrew and Greek.” It so happens that years ago I followed Dr. 
Thomas into the original Hebrew and Greek, for the purpose of opposing 
his views of the import of the original Hebrew and Greek. My opposition 
and investigations ended in almost every case in agreeing with him. 
Hence my surprise at an allegation which is contrary to fact. I offer a few 
remarks in explanation.

The Hebrew language belongs to the so-called Canaanitic branch of 
the Semitic family of languages. It far surpasses all other Semitic idioms, 
and, in richness and development, exceeds all others except the Arabic. It 
is the language of the Sacred Oracles, so far as the Old Testament is 
concerned. The Hebrew, however, is very deficient in grammatical 
technicalities, particularly in moods and tenses of the verb. In brevity and 
variety of signification, however, it is not excelled by any tongue. There is 
one peculiarity that distinguishes the Semitic speech from the Indo-
European tongues;  that is,  the triliterality of the roots,  which, in the latter  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tongues, are always monosyllabic. Another peculiarity is that, while the 
Indo-European roots are vocalic in form, the Semitic are consonantal. In 
the Semitic (Hebrew) the vowel simply determines the form or dress of the 
idea conceived, not the idea or meaning itself, which is found in the 
consonants alone. The writing and printing of the Hebrew is strictly 
consonantal, the vowels being added in its pronunciation. The 
orthography and orthoepy of the Hebrew having to depend upon the 
vowels and accents, much latitude is allowed therein by Hebrew scholars 
who dislike being tied to the Masoretic system of points and accents. Of 
the various modes of pronunciation, scholars regard the Sefaradic, or that 
of the descendants of the exiles of Spain and Portugal, as the most 
genuine. The language being in the form of consonantal characters alone, 
and the ideas or meaning being embodied in the consonants exclusively, 
it is imperative that the consonants, as idea and thought bearers, should 
be well understood by those who seek to give the ideas and thoughts 
involved therein in some other tongue (especially a tongue whose roots 
are vocalic in form), and should also be well acquainted with the 
grammatical construction of the language. The orthography and orthoepy 
of the Hebrew, so far as the vowels and accents are concerned, are 
merely a subordinate matter.

In this state of matters, the qualifications of a translator are peculiar. 
They may be stated as follows: A thorough acquaintance with the 
meaning of the consonantal characters in their various positions and 
aggroupments, and the grammatical construction of the Hebrew 
language; an equal familiarity with the tongue into which the translation is 
to be made; faithfulness and honesty in the performance of the work; and, 
by no means least, but rather greater than all, a thorough knowledge of 
the purpose that God has revealed both in Hebrew and Greek respecting 
the human race. These four qualifications will make the translator 
thoroughly equipped for his work.

Was Dr. Thomas so equipped? I certainly think he was. It is true that at 
times he seemed to be woefully ignorant of and reckless concerning the 
theologico-philological “apparatus” employed by the theologians of the 
Laodicean Apostasy in “determining textual matters in Hebrew and 
Greek.” He was not ignorant of such “apparatus.” He simply ignored 
it as the “learned foolishness” of men groping in darkness through 
ignorance of the very ideas and thoughts to which they applied their 
“apparatus.” To differ with such learned theologians whose minds 
are feeding upon darkness, is no evidence that Dr. Thomas did not 
comprehend the Spirit’s ideas and thoughts embodied in the Hebrew 
characters and consonants. To make this fact stand out in bold relief, it 
is only necessary to compare the beautiful harmony of the doctor’s 
English collection of the Spirit’s ideas and thoughts in the Hebrew with the 
misty, uncertain light of the labours of the learned theologians dealing with 
the same grand truths through the aid of their invented, theologico-
philological “apparatus.”  Just try the comparison,  good reader,  and see  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which is the more likely to embrace the ideas of the Spirit in all their 
beautiful harmony and grand unity. Perhaps it never occurred to you to 
make such a test in an exhaustive manner. Try it, and be thoroughly 
amazed at the result, as I was, and as all will be who love the truth for its 
own sake, regardless of who has been ahead of them in its discovery. I 
have full assurance of faith, yea, almost consuming in its intensity, that the 
God of Israel will never condemn Dr. Thomas’s manner of clothing in 
English the Spirit’s ideas and thoughts delivered in Hebrew and Greek. 
No, no; Dr. Thomas’s labours therein are grand and beautiful and true to 
him who knows the truth, and who is in affectionate fellowship therewith.

Let me give an example or two of comparative test. Take the Hebrew 
term elohim. It is the plural of eloah. Its use in Genesis 1:1, and in the 
record of Adam’s creation, in the 26th verse, has troubled both 
grammarians and theologians. They do not know who it refers to, yet 
they think they do. Pretty specimens, indeed, are they to arrogate to 
themselves the exclusive capability to convey the Spirit’s ideas out 
of the Hebrew into an English dress for the instruction of English 
readers! Blind leaders of the blind are they with all the defensive 
armour of their theologico-philological “apparatus,” with which they 
once blinded my eyes! What do they do in their helpless ignorance 
of the Spirit’s voice? They invent, or the grammarians for them, their 
pluralis majestaticus vel excellentiœ to explain the term, when the 
simple, unsophisticated child of God, who knows the mind of the 
Spirit as revealed in the Bible, can tell them that it simply means the 
angels who were engaged in the week’s creation work by and 
through the Spirit of the eternal Eloahh  in them as a Spirit-
manifestation of Himself. It was Dr. Thomas’s labours that gave us 
this knowledge of a matter that has baffled the theologians so 
learned in Hebrew philology. But what is their pluralis majestaticus 
vel excellentiœ? It is one of the many parts of their philological 
“apparatus,” of which the Doctor was supposed to be ignorant. Was 
he? Not at all; but he was too wise in the truth to be caught by the 
chaff embraced in the “apparatus.”

Let us look at this part of the “apparatus” for explaining the plural 
term Elohim. Gesenius tells us that the plural form (Elohim) is used 
rather than the singular (Eloah) because it is more becoming, being 
expressive of the majesty or excellency of God. Greatness and power are 
supposed to be more forcibly expressed by the plural form than by the 
singular. By the same rule of the pluralis majestatis God can use and is 
supposed to use the plural pronoun we in speaking of Himself, as He is 
said to do in Genesis 1:26, and a few other instances. This handy rule of 
the grammarians, as a part of the philological “apparatus,” is greedily 
seized upon by the theologians hungry for a way of escape out of their 
dilemma, and they at once proceed to show why it is a true part of the 
philological “apparatus.”  They tell us that there are “Three Persons” in the  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God-head—“the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost;” that Elohim is, therefore, a 
most suitable term to express this “Trinity of Persons;” and that the “us” 
and “our” of Gen. 1:26, show that there was a consultation held by Elohim 
(the “Tri-Une God”) over the creation of Adam. Good readers, you who are 
enlightened by the truth, do you think these parties of this invented 
theologico-philological “apparatus” are more competent than Dr. Thomas 
to determine the import or meaning of the Spirit’s ideas in the Hebrew? I 
trow not.

Another test to which we may refer is the one recorded in Ex. 3:14 In 
this case we have the Hebrew, “Ehyeh  asher  Ehyeh.” The learned 
theologian, with his philological “apparatus,” can see in this nothing but 
“Unchangeable Being” expressed in an absolute manner. He therefore 
writes and renders it thus: “Ehyeh-asher-ehyeh, ” “I-am-that-I-am.” The 
whole complex sentence is thus made to convey the single idea of 
“Being,” or “Unchangeable Being.” He can see nothing beyond that. He 
ignores mood and tense, or rather, tense. In truth he entirely fails to grasp 
the Spirit’s thought as embodied in the Hebrew consonantal characters 
employed. Darkness, deep Egyptian darkness, brooded over the minds of 
both grammarians and theologians basking in the halo of their fleshly 
wisdom, exhaled through the aid of their invented philological “apparatus.” 
It remained for Dr. Thomas to evolve from those consonantal characters 
the deep and beautiful thought of the Spirit concealed therein—God-
Manifestation in Abraham’s nature redeemed and glorified as the 
Yehovah-Name, or the Yahweh-Name of the Messianic Age. When Jesus 
appeared in Judea, he came as the Name-Bearer in its initiation, the 
beginning of the “Who,” the eternal Ail, or Eloah, said he would be in the 
announced—ehyeh Asher ehyeh, “I will be who I will be.” Take the beautiful 
idea of this promised Name, and all associated with it, as it stands forth in 
bold relief in the Bible, and see how beautifully the doctor’s treatment of 
the Spirit’s Hebrew harmonizes with all associate Scripture truth. Ah, it is 
charming to the mind enlightened by the truth of Deity. How full of light the 
doctor! How full of darkness the theologians, through the work of their 
philological “apparatus!”

Many other comparative tests might be made, from the Greek as well 
as the Hebrew, but the two given will suffice. My purpose in writing this 
article is merely to present and emphasize the following comparative test, 
to wit: Let the doctor’s interpretation of the Spirit’s ideas, as embraced in 
the Hebrew and Greek, be brought with the theologians’ interpretation into 
the presence of the plain, undisputed features of the truth, and there, in 
that infallible presence, determine which of the two best agrees with the 
unity of the Spirit’s teachings as a whole. This is the test, good friends, not 
the invented “apparatus” of theological Hebrew and Greek scholars. The 
truth itself has so completely hedged and fenced Dr. Thomas’ 
conveyance of the spirit’s ideas from the Hebrew and Greek into 
English,  that  the child of God must have forgotten himself when he  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prefers the light of the theologian’s philological “apparatus” to the 
doctor’s faithful labours. But Dr. Thomas’ labours in the field of Bible 
exegesis, out of the Hebrew and Greek repository of the Spirit’s wonderful 
ideas and thoughts, need no defense at my hands, nor the hands of any 
man. There they stand crystallized in his works, which will secure his 
approval and measure his joy before the tribunal of the Righteous Judge. 
Ah, I for one thank the God of Israel that He raised up a Dr. Thomas for 
us, and that through his labours my eyes and the eyes of many others 
have been opened to behold the riches of the saving truth he, thus 
providentially guided, brought to light out of the Laodicean darkness 
enveloping it by reason of the theologico-philological “apparatus.”

L. B. Welch.
The Christadelphian : Volume 28 Bd. 28. c1891, S. 28:121-124
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A MAN IS not manly unless he can put up with trifles - unless he can show 
himself wise, kind and patient under little irritations.  If a question arise 
with the wife over unimportant matters it is manly to give way.  If our wives 
wish to wander through the fields and pick poppies and cornflowers, in 
preference to walking along the seashore searching for shells and 
pebbles, let us yield to their wishes.  What does it matter, even if it is not 
quite to our taste?  Surely it is wiser to sacrifice a little for the sake of 
peace than contend and contend.  Some of us are so selfish, or so 
unreasonably obstinate, that we upset ourselves, our homes, our 
ecclesias, and all over nothing.  “Ah! but I fight for principle.  I’m the 
master.”  Are you sure, my brother, that you fight for principle?  May it not 
be for self, because to give way would mean interference with your 
enjoyment, or, worse still, cause you to give pleasure where you would 
rather give pain?  Men who fight for principle (if the fight is to count in the 
divine reckoning) are, as the Scriptures enjoin them to be, large-hearted 
and large minded.  They do not grow angry over trifles.  They are not 
quarrelsome.  They are willing to overlook much.  They also lay 
themselves out to please.  Brethren, when the feeling of selfishness and 
obstinacy takes possession of us, let us see to it that we do not give way 
to it, but conquer it.    And perhaps there is nothing more helpful in this 
direction than recalling our duty as set forth in the following precepts: “Live 
in peace” (2 Cor. 13:11); “Be at peace among yourselves” (1 Thess. 5:13); 
“Follow after the things which make for peace” (Rom. 14:19).  There is no 
selfishness and no wicked doggedness where these precepts are allowed 
to rule.  - Preparing for Marriage, p. 98
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THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM THE 
TREASURES OF THE SPIRIT 

REFERENCE TABLET No. 28 - January, 1873 
LIVING EPISTLES 

On Things Apostolically commended in the Brethren and Sisters 

The Colossian brethren were commended for the “steadfastness of their 
faith in Christ,” for their “love to all the saints” and for their “order”.

The Thessalonians were commended for their “work of faith and labour 
of love, and patience of hope in the Lord Jesus.”  Also in respect of 
following Paul and the Lord, and receiving the word in much affliction and 
joy, and in sounding-out the word of the Lord, and in turning to God from 
idols, and waiting for His Son from heaven, in these things they were 
commended as ensamples to all who believed in Macedonia and Achaia.

Again a second time, the Thessalonian brethren were commended “that 
their faith grew exceedingly;” that their charity towards each other 
abounded, and for their patience and faith in persecution and affliction.  

Timothy was commended for his “unfeigned faith,” which dwelt first in 
his grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice, also, that it was natural to 
him to care for the brethren. - (Phil. 2:20; 2 Tim. 1:5).  

Philemon was commended for his refreshing love and faith towards the 
Lord Jesus and all the saints.  

The children of the elect lady were commended for walking in the truth.  
The beloved Gaius was commended for the truth that was in him, and 

for his walk in the truth, and for that he did faithfully whatsoever he did to 
brethren and to strangers.  

Brother Demetrius was commended that he had a good report of all 
men, and of the truth itself. - (John 3:12).  

The brethren at Philippi were commended in that they ministered, once 
and again to the necessity of Paul. - (Phil. 4:16). 

Tychicus was commended as a beloved brother and faithful minister in 
the Lord. - (Eph. 6:21).

The brethren at Corinth were commended for their forwardness to 
minister to the saints, and for their zeal, which had provoked very many to 
do likewise - (2 Cor. 9:12).   They were also approved for their obedience, 
and for that they all “had refreshed the spirit of Titus, and that they 
abounded in faith, utterance, knowledge, diligence, and love. - (2 Cor. 8:7) 

The Macedonian brethren were commended for the riches of their 
liberality and willingness to minister to the necessities of the saints.

The house of Stephanas was commended for that it addicted itself to 
the ministry of the saints. - (1 Cor. 15:15)  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The Corinthian brethren were praised, in that they remembered Paul 
and kept the ordinances which he had delivered to them.  

Sister Phoebe was commended for that she was a servant of the 
ecclesia at Cenchrea, and a succourer of many. - (Rom. 16:1).  

Priscilla and Aquila were commended for that they had laid down their 
own necks on behalf of Paul. - (Rom. 16:4).

Sister Mary was commended for that she bestowed much labour on 
Paul and his co-workers.

Brethren Tryphena, Tryphosa, and Persis were commended for their 
labour in the Lord.  

The Ephesian brethren were commended for their works, labour, and 
patience, and that they had not fainted. - (Rev. 2:9). 

The Smyrnian brethren were commended for richness of faith under 
circumstances of tribulation and poverty. - (Rev. 2:9). 

The brethren in Pergamos were commended in that amidst adverse 
circumstances they had not denied the faith of Christ, but still held fast to 
his name.  

The brethren in Thyatira approved themselves in works, charity, service, 
faith, and patience.

A few brethren were commended in Sardis as not having defiled their 
garments. - (Rev. 3:4).  

The ecclesia in Philadelphia was commended for that it had kept the 
word and patience of Christ, and had not denied his name. - (Rev. 3:8).  

Happy are they who now so order their walk and conversation as to 
secure the final approval of him whose favour is life for evermore.      

IN MEMORY 
 We were once again saddened by the report of the falling asleep in Christ 
of yet another brother in whom we had a great deal of appreciation, for the 
example he set in his life and work in The Truth.  Bro. Charles Kelley fell 
asleep in Christ on Wednesday, January 30th.   The death of bro. Charles is 
the loss of one from a vanishing generation; a generation whose perspective 
of the old paths was much clearer and much freer from the humanistic and 
materialistic sludge that has overtaken the modern mindset.  We personally 
have gained a great deal of benefit from the unvarnished and 
straightforward manner that bro. Charles addressed matters of the Truth in 
exhortation, writing as well as personal conversation.   May the “trump of 
God” sound soon so that the tidings of death are no longer heard among the 
camp of the saints.             

“SPRING, 2019”, AND FORMATTING 
 It will be noticed that this  issue is  dated  as “Spring, 2019”, though there  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has not been a “Winter, 2018” magazine issued.   Several years ago we got 
behind in our publication and would continue the previous year subscription 
into the first quarter of the following year.  For example: last year “Winter, 
2017” came out in March of 2018.   Our readers have continued to get four 
magazines a year (with the exception of one year), but usually labeled a 
season behind.   In order to get back on track, we are skipping the “Winter 
2018” label for this issue.    Our last few issues have included a considerable 
more number of pages, so hopefully our readers will not feel cheated by this 
much needed adjustment. 
 Also, it will be noted that our font size, font styles and darkness of print 
have changed from issue to issue for the last few years. Ever since we went 
from using Microsoft to Apple for our publishing needs, we have been 
experimenting with the general layout of the magazine.  Unfortunately, 
what may look good on a 25” computer screen or even printed samples, 
doesn’t always translate well to the final hard copy.  With this issue we hope 
to be closer to a settled format that is easy to see and read.   In order to fit 
the amount of materials that we like into a single magazine, the font size is 
as big as we can go.            

THE U.S. RECOGNIZES ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE GOLAN 
 In an expected action, and related to the move of the U.S. embassy to 
Jerusalem; on March 21, 2019 President Trump announced - “After 52 years 
it is time for the United States to fully recognize Israel’s Sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights, which is of critical and strategic and security importance 
to the State of Israel and Regional Stability!”  
 The U.S. has recognized Israel’s strategic need for the Golan since 
President Gerald Ford, so it is unclear what impact Trump’s declaration will 
have on future Israeli/Palestinian negotiations.  But, unlike the previous 
U.S. position which remained somewhat vague, Trump’s announcement 
officially recognizes Israel’s sovereignty over the Golan.  
 The Wall Street Journal made this interesting observation - “Recognizing 

the Golan sends a message to Russia, 
Sy r i a ’s pa t ron , tha t the U .S . 
recognizes that the civil war has 
changed Syrian reality.  There is no 
returning to a nonexistent status quo 
ante.” 
 Netanyahu responded to this 
move before leaving for Washington to 
speak at the annual AIPAC conference - 
“I’m going to talk to President Trump 
about the historical recognition of the 
Golan Heights and about Iran.  The 
cooperation is unprecedented.”  

Adding, “There has never been such a 
connection between an Israeli prime minister and an American president.”   
 Though President Trump has certainly demonstrated a sincere good will 
towards Israeli interests, there is more than meets the eye in this gesture.  
The timing of it indicates a desire to help Netanyahu remain in power, as 
this  announcement  strengthens  Netanyahu’s  position  in  the  eyes  of  the  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Israeli people as elections quickly approach in April.  It also is a poke in the 
eye against Russia as the duel between the U.S. and Russia over Middle 
Eastern influence carries on. 
 As a side note, it is interesting to us that President Trump continues to 
endure and overcome overwhelming odds with a Government establishment, 
Congress, Federal Law enforcement, national and social media that has 
done everything possible to overturn his presidency.   If ever there were an 
example of God’s sovereignty over the kingdoms of this world, choosing 
whomsoever He will for positions of power, exalting the basest of men and 
preserving them for as long as He sees fit - this certainly demonstrates His 
power.  Like the overwhelming improbability of the rise of President Truman, 
the unlikely nature of this current U.S. Presidency is quite remarkable - for 
its unprecedented support of Israel, its anti-globalist agenda, as well as the 
domestic and global chaos and enmity that is directed towards its 
destruction.   How much longer God will have use for a Trump Administration 
is impossible to tell at this point.  And though Israel enjoys U.S. validation 
and encouragement in the short term - as a result, the hatred and jealousies 
of the larger world community towards Israel and the Jews continues to 
accelerate at a feverish frenzy.       

THE BREXIT FIASCO      
 The BREXIT matter continues to flounder in Britain, as various factions for 
and against the move to leave the 
European Union struggle to further their 
agenda.  Right now the “remain” faction 
seems to be winning the day, despite the 
fact that the British people voted for a 
British divorce from EU authority.   A weak 
Prime Minister May, who has tried to 
negotiate an “orderly” separation from 
the EU, has given a great deal of 
concessions to the EU which essentially 
keeps Britain as a financial slave to EU 
needs and interests.  Many others have 
pushed for what is a called a “hard BREXIT,” where Britain simply leaves the 
EU with no negotiated agreement.  At this point, British parliament is stuck 
in an embarrassing quagmire with no clear leadership or way forward out of 
the mess, recently voting to indefinitely shelve any prospects of a “hard 
BREXIT,” while at the same time rejecting a negotiated deal as proposed by 
PM May.  In the meantime, the EU has gleefully watched the fiasco and 
would like to see Britain suffer greatly through the process.    
 There have been attempts to force Prime Minister May to step down from 
her leadership role, but as yet she survives - This being another example of 
all things being at the prerogative of Yahweh.   That Britain will separate 
from the EU, there can be no doubt. The how and when is still the question.  
The nation is already headed in that direction, with “young lion” nations 
such as Australia and New Zealand cheering on the prospect, as it will open 
up new and greater trade potential with the old British lion.  

SIGNIFICANT MOVES BETWEEN FRANCE AND GERMANY 
 At  the  same  time,  news  has  come  out  that France and Germany have  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opened the prospect of a shared 
G e r m a n a n d F r e n c h 
parliamentary assembly, split 
with 50 seats apiece.  It has 
already been approved by 
France and still awaits approval 
in the German Bundestag, which 
is expected when Berlin votes to 
ratify the Treaty of Aachen 
(signed this past January) - the 
new bilateral pact that pledges 
deeper cooperation between the 
two nations.  This is seen as the 
next step to the Elysee Treaty of 1963 of their post-war reconciliation pact.   
Though this seems like an odd mix, both countries are the economic leaders 
in the EU and hungry for supremacy over the European continent.  
Prophetically speaking, Germany (Magog) and France (Gomer) are to be 
aligned with Russia (Gog) in the grand crisis and invasion of the Land of 
Israel.  No doubt, there will be much more to consider regarding this highly 
significant development.  As they say,“stay tuned”.     

RENEWAL NOTICE 
 We revived The Sanctuary-Keeper magazine in 2005.  We did so not as a 
personal outlet, but as a platform for Unamended Christadelphian Belief.   
We take a quote from Bro. Jim Stanton’s 1985 revival of the effort - “This 
magazine...hopes to help brethren of the one faith to be aware of the 
values of proper doctrine as well as to warn of the impediments that stand 
before us.”  We added to this in our 1st Quarter, 2005 statement under “Our 
Agenda” - “It is these principles that we wish to continue to incorporate 
into this effort.  Along with the promotion of proper doctrine, we hope to 
counteract the trend towards lukewarmness/apathy that is weakening the 
spirit of fortitude and zeal that is to characterize God’s people.  Brethren, 
we have THE TRUTH that saves a perishing race - let us stand and fight for 
it!” 
 We went on to explain, “We claim no intellectual advantage or moral 
authority - we are nothing more than fellow-laborers in the Lord’s 
Vineyard.  Neither do we hold any illusions that what we will attempt to 
convey in this revival will be the final solution to the various and complex 
problems that the Unamended community faces in these latter days.  We do 
know that God’s Truth is made fully available to the simple as well as to 
those with great academic aptitude, and we know that in God’s Word we 
find an antidote to the complexities that the mentality of the flesh creates 
- so with that in mind we carry this effort forward.”   
 With this VERY SAME and unchanged goal we desire to move forward with 
this effort for yet another calendar year, and as long as Yahweh allows.  We 
claim no allegiance to the Unamended Christadelphian title, but to the 
principles of Truth that it once represented and which continues to be 
championed by a Remnant of Believers in these last days.  MOST SERIOUS 
challenges still face us, but none of us are afforded the luxury of retirement 
from our responsibilities to our Heavenly Father, His Son and our fellow 
brethren.  (Please see included renewal subscription slip.) - S.K.   
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