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SAIAH 52:13-15  “Behold, My Servant shall deal 
prudently, He shall be exalted and extolled, and 
be very high.  As many were astonied at Thee; 

(His visage was so marred more than any man, 
and His form more than the sons of men): So shall 
He sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their 
mouths at Him: for that which had not been told them 
shall they see; and that which they had not heard 
shall they consider.” 
	 The passage before us reveals a stark contrast to 
consider:  Christ in the midst of his severe shame 
and suffering, and then Christ in his exalted and 
blessed position above the nations of the earth — 
probation before exaltation.    


	 Regarding verse 14 of the passage just read, we 
refer to the following comments made by bro. J.J. 

Andrew out of the pages of the original Sanctuary-
Keeper, which prompted us to provide additional 
thoughts in this opening article.  


“His visage was so marred more than any man.”  
Notwithstanding this passage, painters nearly 
always depict Christ, except when on the cross, 
with a perfectly smooth and placid countenance.  
This is out of harmony with his experience as “a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” His 
continued conflict with the motions of the flesh, 
together with the grief produced by the religious 
corruption around him, would be quite sufficient 
to produce a dejected, care-worn face, having the 
appearance of premature age — thus realizing the 
prediction, “He hath no form nor comeliness; and 
when we shall see him there is no beauty that we 
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should desire him.” The prevalent conception of 
Jesus Christ – which deprives his life-long 
temptation of its reality — accounts for the 
misconception as to his appearance.” 

	 When we think upon Christ, whether in our 
meditations at the Memorial Table or daily reflections,  
we often and rightly give consideration to his nature, 
the relationship of his sacrifice to God’s plan, and 
upon the profound and complete manifestation of 
God’s righteous character and will through him.  But, 
what we would like to briefly consider is his 
appearance.  Not in regard to a photographic or 
artistic likeness — a fruitless and vain exercise — but 
in relation to what his general or physical appearance 
would reveal about the health and life experience of 
the man himself.  Although Jesus’ physical likeness is 
of little consequence, the few scriptural passages 
that make reference to his appearance are worth 
some moments of sober consideration as they are 
intended to tell us much about the intense struggles 
of The One who came to take away the “sin of the 
world (kosmos)”.

	 As has already been mentioned, the face that the 
religious world puts on Jesus is one that is most 
unrealistic.  But what is especially nonsensical is to 
how youthful, smooth skinned, and radiant artistic 
and theatrical depictions make of Christ.  We have to 
remember, and what we sometimes fail to appreciate, 
is how extremely difficult Jesus’ daily life was.  
Though he was the moral reflection of his Heavenly 
Father, and endowed with mental strengths and 
abilities that would help him overcome the sin-flesh 
nature, he was still born of the Adamic race and fully 
under its physical and emotional challenges. 

  He was a man of both intellect and emotion, and 
based upon the great duty that rested on his 
shoulders as the Redeemer of the Race, such 
responsibility would have taken an enormous toll on 
his flesh and blood constitution.  We only have to see 
before and after pictures of world leaders after years 
of public service, or to view time-lapsed pictures of 
those who go through great emotional or physical 
trials over a period of time:  grayed or loss of hair, 
drawn and discolored faces, deteriorated stature 

through weight and muscle loss, etc.  What we 
struggle with, the circumstances of our day-to-day 
lives can have an enormous bearing upon our 
physical condition that can accelerate the normal 
process of aging, no matter the age.     

	 Again, our consideration is not to fruitlessly 
investigate Christ’s physical likeness, but to consider 
that his general appearance and physical condition 
would have reflected the great struggle that he 
experienced, especially with the acceleration of 
events and duties that took place during the final 3 ½ 
years of his natural life.  Popular religion would wish 
to depict a happy carefree life for Christ, leading up 
to his crucifixion.  But the truth of scripture paints a 
very different picture.  This gives us something to 
reflect upon when considering our Elder Brother.


OUTWARD STRUGGLES	 

	 Isaiah 53 tells us that he was in fact,“despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief.”   Christ was sent to “save the 
lost sheep of Israel,” but those he came to save, in 
general terms, we're not interested in what he had to 
offer.  He was rejected by his own community of 
Nazareth, those who could not separate his humble 
beginnings as the son of Mary and Joseph (as they 
perceived) from the grand mission he was sent to 
fulfill.  It was his mission to confirm the promises 
made to Abraham as the covenant sacrifice, and set 
in motion the future fulfillment of the promises made 
to David and the Restoration of the Israelite 
Kingdom. It was/is his mission to rescue both Jew 
and Gentile from the effects of Adam’s Sin and to 
facilitate the glorification of his Heavenly Father’s 
name throughout the earth.   What a grief of mind to 
be rejected by those he would have grown up 
among, those he would have worshiped with, and 
would have shared the experiences of everyday life.  
Not only did those of Nazareth reject Christ, we are 
told that they led him to “the brow of the hill” (Luke 
4:29), which was a sizable cliff on the edge of 
Nazareth, attempting to throw him over head first — 
no doubt in the attempt to kill him, or seriously injure 
him at the very least.  This was not unexpected by 
Jesus as he had already stated to them, “No prophet 
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is accepted in his own country.” Nonetheless, this 
would have certainly been a source of anguish to 
Christ, to be rejected by those of his home 
community, when his very mission was in their own 
best interest.  

	 Even Christ’s own family, for a time, were in denial 
of his mission (Mark 3:21, 31; John 7:3-10).   They 
viewed him as mentally disturbed, and in unbelief 
prodded him to make his works more visible to those 
in Judea.  

	 So, the things that were most common and 
familiar in Jesus’ life (from a natural standpoint) 
would be those things that he could rely upon the 
least.  This did not sway his mission and resolve one 
bit, but we know that such natural realities would 
have been extremely troubling to bear from an 
emotional standpoint.  Such is a reality of rejection 
that no one can overcome without the overriding 
desire to please God rather than men.   

	 We know in great detail Jesus’ struggles with the 
Jewish leaders — Those who should have known 
better, but were detracted by the greatest degree of 
blindness.  These were who Christ bravely 
denounced as “hypocrites, serpents, whited 
sepulchers, blind leaders of the blind.”  Jesus would 
have to continually contend against these 
rambunctious, self righteous, power hungry and 
doctrinally corrupt Pharisees and Sadducees.  Every 
word stated by Jesus and every action and miracle 
performed were under constant criticism and scrutiny 
by this cantankerous lot.  Again, the very ones that 
should have recognized Jesus’ authority and mission 
were the ones that failed to identify it.  (And, those 
who did recognize Jesus as the Messiah were too 
fearful of the opinions of their fellow Jews to admit it.)  
Not only did they deny Christ but constantly acted (or 
attempted to act) as a road block at almost every 
turn of Jesus’ mission.  By the indwelling of the Spirit 
and his familiarity with the Scriptures, Christ was able 
to confound all of the ignorant reasoning and man-
made traditions they tried to throw at him, in their 
attempts to discredit the work he was sent to do.  
But still, this was to be a constant and grating 
impediment upon Jesus’ efforts.  


	 Such is a degree of spiritual corruption and 
petulance that wears on any lover of Truth, especially 
by one that possessed the highest form of righteous 
zeal — as did Jesus. Jesus was not recognized for 
the righteousness of his mission nor the Source of his 
authority.  At one point he was even referred to as 
Beelzubub – or Lord of the flies/trash heap.  Such 
attacks and slander would be no easy matter to 
contend against, especially by one whose mission 
was supremely righteous and central to God’s plan of 
salvation.  And, Christ would realize that their attacks 
on him were nothing short of blasphemy and 
rejection against the Father Himself who was the 
absolute object of his affections and loyalty.   

	 In addition to the obstinacy of the Jewish 
leadership, what of the apathy and lack of spiritual 
discernment and faith by the Jewish nation in 
general?  We know that Jesus spoke to them only in 
parables — “therefore speak I to them in parables: 
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear 
not, neither do they understand.”  They had no desire 
to look deeper into the messages being conveyed 
and therefore it was not Jesus’ commission to spoon 
feed their faithless minds.  Many were perplexed by 
Jesus’ teachings regarding his position as the Son of 
God, misunderstanding him to be teaching that he 
was equal with God (as does all of Orthodox 
Christianity).  Towards the end of his ministry, many 
of his own disciples even turned away from him not 
understanding his teachings regarding the necessity 
of his own sacrificial death — being disgusted and 
confused by his reference to the necessity for them 
to eat and drink of his body and blood.  Christ taught 
those things (The Gospel) that are a matter of life and 
death, only to have such teachings distorted or 
completely rejected. Again, due to the words of the 
prophets, this would be of no surprise to Christ, but it 
would be a source of constant trial.  Being 
misunderstood and constantly baited can be a 
mentally exhausting experience, and would be a 
common occurrence during Jesus’ ministry.  


STRUGGLES WITHIN 
	 Beside his dealings with the wicked influences 
around him, we always have to remember Jesus’ 
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dealings with his own sin flesh nature - He who was 
“tempted in all points as we, but yet without sin”.  We 
know how difficult it is to overcome our own fleshly 
weaknesses.  But, unlike Christ we are apt to give in 
to our temptations/weaknesses, giving vent to the 
desires of the flesh for a temporary feeling of 
gratification, comfort or relief.  Christ did not allow 
the flesh to be gratified.  At times of greatest 
weakness, such as the forty days in the wilderness or 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, it was to be God’s will 
done and not his own.  Such overcoming requires a 
discipline and faith that is more powerful than fleshly 
cravings and weaknesses. 

	 Consider the CONTINUAL spiritual vigilance 
Christ had to maintain over the mind, tongue and 
body  - HIS ENTIRE LIFE!  Yes, he was given the 
spiritual/mental tools from his Heavenly Father 
needed in this monumental work (Isaiah 11:2,3), but 
what a great burden this would have been on the 
weak and corrupt mortal constitution itself!  We know 
of the great mental battle of Christ in the Garden of 
Gethsemane which resulted in sweat as great drops 
of blood poring out from him.  It is well documented 
and understood that the physical make-up of man 
greatly suffers when under severe mental strain.  This 
would have been the general course of Christ’s whole 
life in defeating the will of the flesh and submitting to 
the will of God.   

	 In regard to material comfort, we remember that 
Christ had no home of his own during his ministry.  
“The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His 
head.”  Jesus’ life was not a life of comfort.  When 
we read through the Gospel accounts the span of 3 
½ years seems to fly by.  It is easy for us to forget the 
very basic aspects of daily life that have been 
common to mankind throughout history were not 
something that was shared by Jesus during this time. 
He was not “homeless,” or a victim of poverty as the 
modern humanist/progressive tries to claim.  It simply 
could not be a part of his required mission to be 
burdened with the taking care of a home, family and 
the daily tasks that accompany the attainment of 
creature comforts.  He slept and ate when he could 

and where he could.  God provided him with what he 
needed when he needed it.  Such a manner of living 
would be far from conducive to a healthy lifestyle and 
would have certainly shown their effects on Jesus 
after time.  

	 His sleeping habits were far from what we would 
consider normal or healthy.  In Mark 1:35 we read of 
him rising up long before daylight in order to pray to 
his Father.  In one instance, while abiding in Peter’s 
house, we are told that when the evening came 
(typically a time of retreat and rest) that they brought 
many to him that were sick and infirmed, so that he 
might heal them (Luke 4:40).  Jesus’ days would have 
been long and his nights extremely short. When 
Jesus fell asleep on the vessel while crossing Lake 
Galilee (Mark 4:38-40), by comparing the Gospel 
accounts it will be seen that that particular day was 
in fact extremely long and eventful.  It was a day filled 
contending against the Jewish leaders, healing, 
teaching, and feeding the masses.  We will not take 
the time here to trace the events of that specific day, 
but in understanding its events, and considering it to 
be a fairly typical day for Christ we should not be 
surprised but very moved as to the complete mental 
and physical exhaustion that Jesus would experience 
on that specific day and throughout his ministry.  
Though spiritually energized to endure the hardships 
of the flesh there is only so much that human nature 
can endure.  Jesus understood that the time was 
short and his commission absolutely critical, so every 
possible minute was used in fulfilling the mission that 
he was sent to do.

  The recorded incidents of Christ’s early mornings 
and late evenings are certainly not isolated and are 
simply a sampling of many other regular occurrences 
not recorded.  These are not unnecessary details, but 
should be noticed and given rumination.   As the 
apostle John recorded — “there are also many other 
things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be 
written” (John 21:25).   HIs ministry was one of 
CONSTANT activity and struggle, to the detriment of 
physical vitality and preservation.     
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	 By briefly considering the mental and physical 
hardships experienced by Jesus we are reminded as 
to why “His visage was so marred more than any 
man.”  Though Christ would have been greatly 
marred by the scourging and crucifixion process 
itself, the preceding mental and physical strains he 
experienced during his ministry would have been 
manifest to some degree in his appearance.         

	 It would also seem quite reasonable to conclude 
that his internal, physical health would have been 
greatly compromised.  His was a body that had been 
deprived of sleep and that had been physically 
pushed to the limits through extensive travel and 
teaching.   His was a mind, that through an entire life, 
had been defeating the will of the flesh, and that for 
3½ years was constantly being fiercely challenged by 
the gross spiritual darkness that was around him.  He 
endured the faithless turning away of most that had 
once followed him, and would be struck with the 
most intimate of betrayals from one of his own 
apostles.  All of these elements in and of themselves 
would have been enough to destroy a man 
emotionally and physically.  But last, and certainly not 
least, we see the vicious madness of the Jewish 
leadership descend upon him (Ps. 22:12,13); the 
brutal beat ings and scourging that Jesus 
experienced prior to crucifixion; the torture of 
crucifixion itself; and the final withdrawal of God’s 
spirit power from him.    


	 We cannot forget that Jesus lived a life in full 
knowledge and expectation of the challenges and 
trauma that faced him as the Covenant Sacrifice.  
Yes, he was able to endure and overcome due to the 
“joy set before him” (Heb. 12:2), but that does not 
negate how such knowledge of one’s own 
responsibility in the war against the flesh as well as 
one’s own future public condemnation and execution 
would weigh heavier on the mind as the expected 
end approached.  Here is THE MAN that expended 
every ounce of his mental and physical being in 
doing what he had been commanded to do by God.  
What was the result?  Psalm 22:14-17 — “I am 
poured out like water. And all my bones are out of 
joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of 

my bowels.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd; 
and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws ... they pierced 
my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones; they 
look and stare upon me.”  His life was not his own, 
and as he solemnly stated for us to consider and 
follow, “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for My sake shall find it” (Mathew 
10:39).   

	 This is certainly speculative, but it has been our 
opinion that Christ’s compromised health would have 
facilitated a much speedier death in crucifixion than 
was typical, though ultimately by God’s merciful 
direction.   His was a death that came in only a 
matter of a few hours, but commonly took days for 
others.


CONCLUSION 
	 It is good and most valuable for us to consider 
such things as these.  When we complain of the 
discomfort and challenges to our natural and spiritual 
life do we call into remembrance the fact that our 
lives are not our own?  Do we appreciate the mind of 
Christ who was “eaten up with the zeal of his Father’s 
house”?  His was a body that not only was a sacrifice 
for sin when raised up on the stake, but who day-to-
day acted as a living sacrifice in moral execution, 
sacrificing the needs of the flesh so that he might 
completely do the will of the Father.  If only we could 
live our lives in the full realization and imitative 
application of these facts.  


	 But as we know, these sober and wrenching 
realities do not end on a negative note.  As we 
quoted to begin these thoughts, “Behold, My Servant 
shall deal prudently, He shall be exalted and extolled, 
and be very high.”    It goes on to state in the 15th 
verse of Isaiah 52 that he will “sprinkle many nations” 
or in other words the nations will be caused to leap 
or spring up for joy.  (The Septuagint renders this as 
the nations “shall admire”.)  He who was once lowly 
among men; not regarded for physical appearance;  
worn, shamed, beaten, and crucified will be the 
epitome of all admiration, joy, health, and prosperity 
in the Age to Come.  For this he endured all things, 
despising the shame for “the joy set before him.” 


A Thomas 
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HE first thing for us to consider is what 
prompted Lot and his family to be living in 
Sodom at the time of its overthrow. For this 

information, please turn to Gen. 13: 7-13. We 
must preface all of our remarks about Lot with the 
remark that he was a faithful man who is also 
described as “just” and “righteous” in 2 Peter 2. 
What follows will certainly reveal flaws in his 
character but his goodness of character and fidelity 
to Yahweh are beyond question. He certainly made 
some bad decisions in his life and the one that we 
read of here is the first recorded and probably the 
most serious one. While it is speculation to say, in 
light of what ultimately befell her and why, it's 
possible that Lot's wife was a factor here in 
influencing Lot to choose Sodom as the place for 
their abode. 


	 In these verses we read of a dispute between the 
herdsmen of Lot and those of Abram over grazing 
land for their sheep and cattle. Right was on the side 
of Abram in this quarrel. He was the elder of the two, 
and Yahweh had promised ALL the land to him. Lot 
should have given way; in fact, the wise thing for him 
to have done would have been to put a stop to the 
fighting and remain with Abram. But he did not and 
Abram could see that there was only one solution: 
they must part. In this incident we see more evidence 

of what a truly great man Abram was. Instead of 
saying “God has promised ME this land and I will 
take the best”, he left the choice to Lot. Abram knew 
that one day Yahweh would give it all to him, and he 
was content to wait for that time without grasping for 
it in the meantime.                                     

	 The two men were standing on a mountain when 
Abram offered this choice to Lot, having Bethel 
(meaning House of God) on the West and Hai 
(meaning ruin) on the East. The view to the West was 
one of steep hills and rocky mountains: a harsh and 
rugged landscape that would have implied the need 
for labor and effort. In addition, there was the life of 
lonely isolation with constant wandering and living in 
tents with no settled dwelling place. Contrasting with 
this was the view to the East. Here, Lot's eyes beheld 
where the River Jordan flowed swiftly down from the 
North, watering the plains about it which appeared 
green and fertile. Further south he could see the 
cities of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim 
suggesting the proximity of friendly companions, a 
pleasant social life, and security. Here especially is 
where Lot's wife may have urged him in that 
direction. Lot made his choice and he and his family 
went to live in Sodom.                                                                                                    

	 Let us fast-forward in time now to a consideration 
of Sodom's overthrow and destruction with her 
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sister-cities. Despite the troubles he had experienced 
when he was taken captive by King Chedorlaomer 
necessitating his rescue by his uncle Abram in 
Genesis 14, we find that Lot returned with his family 
to Sodom even though the evil surroundings 
distressed him. We alluded to 2 Peter 2 earlier, let's 
now read verses 6-8. Despite this, Lot had not 
learned the lesson that a failure to keep separate 
from the world and its ways always leads to bad, if 
not disastrous consequences. 


	 THE ANGELS ARRIVE 
So, on the last fateful night of Sodom's overthrow, 
we find Lot sitting by the gate, distressed and lonely 
having no friends; men of like mind to Lot were not to 
be found here. But he was apparently unable to 
prevent his family from forming friendships with the 
people of Sodom. Two of his daughters had married 
and his wife had entered fully into the social life of the 
city. These things proved to be a great hindrance to 
Lot. In Genesis 18, three angels had visited Abraham, 
one of whom was Yahweh's direct representative and 
it was He whom Abraham addressed as such. 
Abraham was informed of Yahweh's intention to 
destroy Sodom and the surrounding cities because 
of their overwhelming wickedness. Obviously, 
Abraham's first thought would be for the safety of Lot 
and his household. When he repeatedly intercedes 
on behalf of the righteous of the city, we may be sure 
this was his motive. Abraham at last reduced the 
number of righteous for whose sakes the city would 
be spared to ten, and when the other two angels 
turned their faces towards Sodom, he undoubtedly 
felt confident that, considering the large size of Lot's 
household, ten righteous could be found. But in this 
Abraham was mistaken.  

Let us pick up the narrative by turning to Genesis 
19 and reading verses 1-11. The two angels have 
arrived at the city gates of Sodom at evening time 
and are greeted there by Lot. At this point he is of 
course, just like Abraham, being unaware that they 
were the angels of Yahweh. As was the custom of 
those days, Lot invites them to enjoy the hospitality 
of his home for the evening. The angels decline the 
offer, declaring that they would abide in the street all 

night but Lot, well aware of the dangers and appalled 
by the thought, presses upon them to accept his 
invitation which they finally agree to do. Some of the 
wicked men of the city would have seen and heard of 
this happening and in a short time they had Lot's 
house surrounded. The intentions of these men 
towards the two strangers in Lot's home is made 
more clear in the NASB translation for the last part of 
Gen. 19:5. The KJV reads “bring them out to us that 
we may know them” whereas the NASB reads “bring 
them out to us that we may HAVE RELATIONS with 
them.” 


	 When we read in Gen. 19 verse 8 the 
extraordinary words of Lot to the men outside his 
door, we ask ourselves the following question: Is it 
really possible that Lot was so influenced and bound 
by the customs of the time to protect and defend any 
guest under his roof that he would offer his two virgin 
daughters to these evil men in exchange for the 
safety of the two strangers? If Lot knew at this point 
in time that these men were Elohim it might have 
been somewhat easier to understand, but his use of 
the word “enoshim” for “men” indicates that Lot was 
still unaware of their angelic status. More than one 
expositor has tried to avoid such a literal 
interpretation of this verse, suggesting in various 
ways that Lot was not truly serious in the offering of 
his daughters. We find no reason to take it other than 
as presented — a serious, literal “plea bargain” to 
use a legal term. 

	 We see in verse 9 the depth of the dislike, even 
hatred, these men had for Lot. They knew very well 
the disgust that Lot had for their way of life, and so in 
their fury they attempted to overwhelm Lot, force 
entry through the door and have their way. However, 
in verses 10 and 11 the angels intercede to literally 
save Lot's life by pulling him inside to safety and then 
smiting the evil men with blindness. The Elohim had 
now seen enough to know that the wickedness and 
violence of the city was beyond reformation or 
redemption. The time had come for Yahweh's 
judgments to be poured out.                                                                                                         

Returning to the narrative again, let us read verses 
12-29. In verse 12, the angels, now known as such to 
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Lot, mercifully allowed him to gather whomsoever (a 
better translation than the KJV whatsoever) he could 
from amongst his household to his home, from 
whence the angels would conduct them all to safety, 
away from the doomed city. Here was an opportunity 
to make up Abraham's ten righteous persons — 
demonstrating that the Judge of all the world is just. 
Verse 14 records that Lot “went out” and spake unto 
his sons-in-law. Consider the element of risk and 
personal danger Lot took upon himself in leaving the 
safety of his home on this night journey. But, as with 
Noah, his pleas and warnings elicited only laughter, 
ridicule, and scorn. These men, after all, were 
unbelievers and had apparently swayed their wives to 
their way of life as well. A despondent Lot would 
have returned home in the dark, his mind no doubt a 
riot of conflicting emotions.  

THE ZERO HOUR  
With the rising of the sun the next morning came the 
announcement from the angels that there would be 
no more delay. Lot, his wife, and his two remaining 
virgin daughters were to hasten away from the city.  
But, Lot “lingered”.  The only reasonable explanation 
is that there must have been many in his household 
who were not included in the scope of Yahweh's 
mercy and Lot was making a last-ditch but fruitless 
appeal to them. Notice also that the reason given in 
verse 16 for laying their saving hands on the three 
women was to demonstrate Yahweh's mercy to Lot. 
We know from verse 29 that Abraham was the 
underlying reason for mercy being extended to Lot. 
There is a very personal application here which 
shows His empathy with the misery and destitution to 
which Lot had been reduced. “Merciful” here means 
gentle, compassionate, piteous, commiserating. At 
last the party of four accompanied by the two angels 
(who were messengers of both salvation and doom) 
stood safely without the city in the daylight.  

Lot had left Abram a wealthy man but he left 
Sodom absolutely destitute. The world can rob us of 
our riches, both material and spiritual, emphasizing 
the truth of Christ's words in Matt. 6: 19-21, “Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 

through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  

	 In Gen. 19, verse 17 the angel utters four very 
important words to Lot and the three women; “Look 
not behind thee”. Lot was instructed to forget his 
possessions and relations, which is precisely what 
all covenanted individuals will be ordered to do at the 
time when they (we) are called away to the Judgment 
seat. Therefore, the Apostle Paul tells us to be like 
him in Phil. 3: 13-14; “Forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Likewise, the Lord Jesus said in Luke 9:62- “No man, 
having put his hand to the plough and looking back, 
is fit for the Kingdom of God.” 

	 Despite the further instructions at the end of verse 
17 to escape in the direction of the mountains to the 
West, away from the coming destruction upon the 
plains, we read that Lot requested a further favor in 
verses 18 to 20. After he expressed his deep and 
genuine appreciation to Yahweh for saving his life up 
to this point, he pleaded his inability to escape to the 
mountains and asked to be allowed to find refuge in 
the nearby city of Zoar. Zoar was the fifth and 
smallest of the five cities of the plain, hence its name 
meaning “little”. It also carries the meaning of 
“ignoble”. It was a place of compromise through 
weakness of the flesh — figuratively a place of little 
faith. In light of this we may wonder why the angel 
agreed to Lot's request in verse 21, even offering to 
spare the city for Lot's sake. There are two principle 
reasons. The first was a spirit of compassion for the 
obvious state of physical and mental exhaustion and 
distress that Lot was in. The other was that from this 
close proximity Lot might better witness the terrible 
destruction that was to take place, as a warning 
against the spirit of compromise. The angel's 
statement of verse 22; “Haste thee, escape thither, 
for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither.” 
reveals an important truth; the preservation of the 
righteous is more important and must come first to 
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Yahweh, even before the destruction of the wicked. 
Verse 23 tells us that the sun was risen upon the 
earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Here the future is 
p l a i n l y f o re s h a d o w e d w h e n t h e S u n o f  
Righteousness shall arise, consuming the wicked as 
stubble (Mal. 4:1-2).                                                                                     


THE DESTRUCTIVE FORCE OF YAHWEH 
	 Now let us consider the single event itself. 
Remember Gen. 13:10 tells us this area was fertile 
and pleasant “even as the Garden of the Lord”. The 
text states that brimstone and fire directed by 
Yahweh rained down from heaven. When we look at 
the geological condition of this part of the land today, 
we see a completely barren and arid waste of salt-
encrusted earth with great cracks in the soil. All of 
the available evidence points to a great earthquake 
which so convulsed the land as to cause a huge, 
volcanic-type eruption which spewed so high that it 
is no violation of language to say that it “rained down 
from heaven”. 

	 Terrible lightning no doubt accompanied this 
event. The entire Jordan Valley, the Dead Sea, and 
the Arabah (area south of the Dead Sea) lie along a 
north-south fault line which has witnessed many 
earthquakes throughout history. There is no doubt 
that though Yahweh used natural means, this WAS a 
miracle. It occurred at the exact moment that was 
foretold by the angel. In Is. 2:19 we are told that in 
the future, Yahweh will “shake terribly the earth” and 
while we believe this language is symbolic there is 
certainly an element of the literal in it as well. The 
great earthquake and massive geological changes of 
which Zechariah speaks in the 14th chapter certainly 
have a direct bearing here. It is through this means 
that the desolation wrought through the wickedness 
of Sodom will be corrected and the area restored to 
its former flourishing condition. Interestingly, 
Josephus (Antiquities of the Jews) states that the 
ruins of the destroyed cities were still visible in his 
day. However, the intervening centuries have seen 
slowly rising water submerge them into the southern 
extremities of the Dead Sea. That is, with the 
exception of Zoar! This tiny town is mentioned by 
both Isaiah and Jeremiah as existing in their day. 

Today there is a small settlement known as Ghures-
Safiyeh located about five miles southeast from the 
present shore of the Dead Sea which has been 
identified with the Zoar of the Bible. 


LOT’S WIFE                                                                
Verse 25 recaps the calamity with the phrase “and 

that which grew upon the ground” emphasizing the 
transformation of landscape we spoke of. Verse 26 
relates WHY and HOW Lot's wife perished. The 
“how” part will be addressed first as it is 
straightforward and factual. Put simply, the sudden 
explosion of burning salt, sulphur, and bitumen in the 
air caught her unawares and she was quickly 
enveloped in the falling ash and overwhelmed. 
Bitumen, incidentally, is the modern term for 
brimstone. It is an asphalt-type pitch which melts and 
burns at extreme temperatures. Over time, SALT is 
the one element which remained. 


	 WHY Lot's wife perished is of the utmost 
importance to us. First and foremost, she had 
disobeyed the direct command of verse 17. But why 
did she do that? There is one answer and one answer 
only: LOT'S WIFE'S HEART WAS STILL IN SODOM.  

9
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Brothers and sisters, let’s make this simple.                                                     
Lot's wife is a type of the unfaithful believer and 
Sodom is a type of the godless, evil world we must 
live in (but must not be a part of) until Christ's return. 
So, the question for us becomes WHERE ARE OUR 
HEARTS? We may, like Lot's wife, have all the 
outward appearance of obedience but inwardly be 
traitors. “Traitor” is a strong word but nonetheless 
accurately describes the condition of the man or 
woman who in their hearts have never really left the 
world behind. Instead, may our hearts be like 
Abraham's at that great day. We read that he rose 
early the following morning and ascended to the 
higher ground where he could obtain a clear view of 
Sodom and the surrounding area. The appalling sight 
which met his eyes as recorded in verse 28 must 
have greatly affected him. He now had his answer. 
There were less than ten righteous in the city and 

therefore, some of Lot's household would have 
perished in the disaster. 

	 Verse 29 reminds us that it was for Abraham's 
sake that Lot was saved. True, Lot displayed faith in 
his repudiation of the way of life around him, but 
ultimately it was Abraham's intercession on his behalf 
which saved him. Yahweh remembered Abraham as 
He had previously remembered Noah (Gen. 8:1) and 
in so doing provided care for Abraham's nephew.                                     

We will conclude by asking again the question which 
each of us must answer individually: Have we 
separated ourselves spiritually from the Sodom of 
our day as Lot did in his day, or have we spiritually 
succumbed to its lures as Lot's wife did in her day? 
REMEMBER LOT'S WIFE.  


Rick Pyne                                                          
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HERE is one very important city that is the 
focal point of all of the prophecies of God 
regarding the Age to come.  There have been 

many names provided in God’s Word regarding this 
very important city, but the faithful knows this city as 
Jerusalem – the city of peace, the city of the Great 
King.  

	 On the lower half of this page is a list of some of 
the names that this city has been called throughout 
its history.  (Copied from The Many Names of 
Jerusalem – Testimony Magazine – July 1996.)

	 A study of the history of this grand city presents 
the servant of God with a marvelous and inspiring 
pictorial canvas of the spiritual relationship between 
the Truth of God and a land, city and people that the 
Almighty God has chosen to stamp His name upon.  

There are so many defining moments in Jerusalem’s 
history that much effort must be expended to gain a 
complete understanding of all of the particulars that 
are recorded in God’s Word about this unique city.  
The recorded Biblical history of Jerusalem covers the 
lengthy span of time prior to the days of Abraham 
until the end of the seventh millennium of time when 
God will become all-in-all. This period of time 
includes moments of untold joy and moments of 
unimaginable horrors for the city and its inhabitants.  
Every national power of olden days have desired to 
rule over this valuable piece of property within the 
land of God’s chosen nation of Israel.  This Gentile 
dominance of this city will continue right up to the 
time when Christ and His immortalized saints will be 
revealed on the mountains of Israel with the objective 
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of destroying all Gentile rule over this land of 
promise.  

	 There have been many sieges and captures of 
Jerusalem and her people by these Gentile powers.  
There have been many ups and downs when 
Jerusalem has been ruled by either Jew or Gentile.  
We believe that we are living in the latter days of 
these Gentile times and when this time period has 
elapsed, we will see the King of Kings come to His 
throne in the city of the Great King.  Divine worship 
will be established, Godly instruction will be 
presented to the world and righteous laws and the 
Word of God will go forth out of Jerusalem.  

	 Luke 21:20-24 — “And when ye shall see 
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that 
the desolation thereof is nigh.  Then let them which 
are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them 
which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not 
them that are in the countries enter thereinto.  For 
these be the days of vengeance, that all things which 
are written may be fulfilled.  But woe unto them that 
are with child, and to them that give suck, in those 
days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and 
wrath upon this people.  And they shall fall by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into 
all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.”  These verses describe this current period 
of time that we are living in.  Jerusalem is being and 
will be trodden down until the times of the Gentiles 
will be fulfilled.  We understand that this latter period 
of Gentile domination over the city of Jerusalem 
began with the complete destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans in 70 AD.  Although we definitely will not 
have time to make a lot of comments about the 
events of these latter days in this consideration, we 
have chosen these verses in Luke to show a definite 
connection between these latter Gentile times and 
the early beginnings of this city of God in which we 
hope to present. 


INITIAL POINTS 
	 Before we begin our study of these early 
beginnings of Jerusalem, let’s briefly look at God’s 
eternal purpose with this City of the ages.  Isaiah 

45:18 reads “For thus saith the LORD that created 
the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and 
made it; he hath established it, he created it not in 
vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; 
and there is none else.”  This is the central purpose 
of God’s creation.  He formed the earth to be 
eventually habited with a people that will fill the earth 
with His glory as Numbers 14:21 proclaims.  In the 
midst of this glorious creation, he has chosen a very 
special place in His eyes and mind.  Yahweh and His 
prophets of old have made some very joyful 
comments about this city.

• Psalms 87:2 - The LORD loveth the gates of Zion 

more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

• Psalms 102:16 - When the LORD shall build up 

Zion, he shall appear in his glory.

• Psalms 132:13-14 - For the LORD hath chosen 

Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.  This is 
my rest for ever; here will I dwell; for I have 
desired it.


• Psalms 135:21 - Blessed be the LORD out of 
Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the 
LORD.


• Isaiah 33:5 - The LORD is exalted; for he 
dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with 
judgment and righteousness.


• Joel 3:17 - So shall ye know that I am the LORD 
your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: 
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no 
strangers pass through her any more.


	 In regard to the recorded Biblical history of this 
ancient city, we find the description of the initial birth 
of the city, not in Genesis as we might expect, but in 
the prophet Ezekiel.  Read Ezekiel 16:1-3 – “Again 
the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,  Son of 
man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations,  
And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; 
Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan; thy 
father was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite.” 
There are different interpretations regarding the 
symbolism of these verses.  Is the prophet speaking 
of the city itself or the people that was inhabiting the 
city in the days of the prophet?  Either way, these 
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verses appear to have some historical significance to 
the early days of the city.  The prophet continues in 
the remainder of the chapter to present a parable of 
how Yahweh selected this future city of glory out of 
the wickedness that the nations of Canaan were 
famous for.  In verse 6 of this chapter, we see 
Yahweh’s selection process when he states — “And 
when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine 
own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 
blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in 
thy blood, Live.”  God resurrected this city from her 
death state and chose her for his wife as depicted in 
verses 7-14.  In verse 6, we find the word “polluted”.  
The meaning of the Hebrew word for “polluted” is 
“trodden down”.  It is important that we keep this 
meaning in mind as we continue our review of this 
city.  

	 If we look at an initial historical timeline of this city 
of the future King of the earth, we learn that initially 
she was a trodden down city, laying in her own blood 
— ready for death.  It is interesting to me that this is 
basically the same situation that Gentiles find 
themselves in prior to being called to the Truth of 
God.  Dead in their sins, wallowing in their own 
blood, having no hope, and without God in the world.


	 MELCHISEDEC 
The actual record of the first name of this city can be 
found in the time of Melchizedek.  We find this event 
in Genesis 14:18-19.  We know that in Hebrews, Paul 
refers to this event twice – Hebrews 5:10 and 
Hebrews 7:1-4.  Let’s read Hebrews 7:1-2 — “For 
this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most 
high God, who met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;  To whom 
also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by 
interpretation King of righteousness, and after that 
also King of Salem, which is, King of peace.”  In 
these verses Paul defines the titles of this great holy 
man of old times – King of Righteousness and King 
of Salem – which is the same as saying King of 
Peace.  Here Paul provides to us the scriptural 
definition of the word Salem.  

	 At this point in history, the city went from being 
known as a daughter of the Canaanites to being 

named as the city of Peace under the rulership of one 
like unto the Son of God as declared by Paul in 
Hebrews 7.  Salem was no longer trodden down but 
was under the benevolent and wise leadership of the 
Priest and King of the Most High God.  Her fortunes 
took a U-turn from her initial birth.  Since 
Melchizedek was identified as the priest of the Most 
High, this tells us that there was a central place of 
worship and a divine system of religious activities.  
And these activities were centered in Salem – 
Jerusalem – the City of Salem.


ABRAHAM & ISAAC 
	 Genesis 22 records the next event associated 
with the city that Yahweh has chosen.  We know this 
chapter presents the account of Abraham’s trial of 
faith when Yahweh instructs him to take his son to 
the land of Moriah and offer him as a sacrifice.  We 
understand that this terrible event was prevented due 
to the wonderful faith of the friend of God.  The place 
where Abraham was instructed to go was the land of 
Moriah.  The word Moriah means “Seen of Yah” or 
“Vision of Yah”.  This mount was on the east of 
Jerusalem where the Temple was ultimately built.  
Read II Chronicles 3:1 — “Then Solomon began to 
build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount 
Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his 
father, in the place that David had prepared in the 
threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite.” The land of 
promise is constantly under God’s scrutiny and 
especially the city that God has chosen to dwell 
therein.  
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	 Deuteronomy 12:5  — “But unto the place which 
the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes 
to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall 
ye seek, and thither thou shalt come.”

	 Psalms 132:13 — “For the LORD hath chosen 
Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.”  


	 We know that Yahweh specifically chose Moriah 
as the place for the typical sacrifice of Isaac.  Thus, 
indicating that this particular area of the Promised 
Land was very special in the outworking of God’s 
plan and purpose with His holy people. 


JOSHUA 10 

	 The next historical event that is recorded about 
this city can be found in Joshua 10.  An exhortation 
on this particular chapter could be very lengthy.  
However, within this first article, 
we just want to touch some of 
the high points.  In this chapter, 
the Scriptures records Joshua’s 
conquests in his southern 
campaign.  Joshua 10 records 
the account of a group of five 
Canaanitish kings that came 
against Joshua.  This was a 
decisive battle in the conquests 
and in the inhabitations of the 
land promised to Israel.  This 
par t icu lar bat t le that was 
undertaken by Joshua and his 
forces is a type of the latter day 
deliverance of national Israel by 
the future coalition of another 
Gentile group of armies against 
the one greater than Joshua.  
These Gentile armies of Joshua’s 
time were led by one who had become the ruler over 
Jerusalem.  The Gentile king’s name over Jerusalem 
was Adonizedek which means “the Lord of 
righteousness.”  This Gentile’s name and mission 
shows the decline of the true godly righteousness 
that was displayed in the time of Melchizedek – the 
true King of righteousness in those ancient times.  
When we think of the combination of a political/
military ruler who was a false “lord of righteousness”, 

we think of the latter day alliance of the Gogian king 
of the north and the Roman papal man of sin who 
presents himself as recorded in 2nd Thessalonians 
2:3-4.  

	 In Joshua 10, the theme of the chapter is Israel’s 
deliverance by Yahweh.  Look at verses 8, 12, 19, 30 
and 32.  Five times, the number of grace, we read 
about the deliverance of Israel by the commander of 
God’s armies.  Verses 14 and 42 of Joshua 10 
provides an excellent summary of the events of 
Joshua 10.  The Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.  
When I read the account of the latter day alliance 
against Jerusalem that we find in Zechariah 14:1-3, I 
think back to the theme of Joshua 10.  Zechariah 
records in these verses that Yahweh will bring all 

nations against Jerusalem to 
batt le, commanded by the 
alliance of Gog and Rome.  The 
outcome of this latter-day battle 
is the same as found in Joshua – 
The Lord will fight against this 
latter-day alliance of the erect 
vision of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
vision and He will deliver Israel 
t h r o u g h t h e a n t i t y p i c a l 
manifestation of the second 
Joshua – the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Much more could be said about 
the specific events of Joshua 10, 
but we will move on to the next 
recorded historical event of 
God’s chosen city.  


	 In Joshua 18:11-28, we find 
the account of the division of the 
land that was given to the tribe of 

Benjamin.  In verse 16, we read that one of the 
markers of these boundaries was the city of Jebusi or 
Jebus as it is called in other passages of the 
Scriptures.  The Scriptures are very clear that this 
town of Jebus is the same territory as Jerusalem.

	 Judges 19:10  - “But the man would not tarry that 
night, but he rose up and departed, and came over 
against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were 
with him two asses saddled, his concubine also was 
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with him.” 
	 I Chronicles 11:4 - And David and all Israel went 
to Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where the Jebusites 
were, the inhabitants of the land.


JEBUS 
	 The Hebrew word for Jebus is H2982 – Yebus.  
The name of this ancient city of Jebus has a very 
special meaning to those who are seeking the peace 
of Jerusalem under its greatest King.  The name 
means “trodden down” or “a threshing place”.  One 
of the first thoughts that may come to our mind is our 
earlier reading of Luke 21:24.  Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down until the times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled.  We also think of Revelation 16:16 – “And he 
gathered them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”  Brother Thomas 
defines the word “Armageddon” — “A heap of 
sheaves in a valley of judgment.”  We are able to see 
the connection between the ancient city Jebus 
whose name references “a trodden down due to 
threshing” and the final gathering against Jerusalem 
in a place of a heap of sheaves in a valley of 
judgment.  


	 The Hebrew word for Jebus comes from a root 
word H947 - “bus” – which also means “to tread 
down, reject, or to trample down.”  The usages of 
this root word presents a very beautiful picture of 
God’s prophetic plan for this glorious city.  This root 
word also means to be desecrated or polluted.  As 
we discussed earlier, we find this root word in 

Ezekiel’s chapter 16:6 where we find the English 
word “polluted”.  

	 Psalms 60:12 - Through God we shall do 
valiantly: for he it is that shall tread down H947 our 
enemies.

	 Psalms 44:5 - Through thee will we push down 
our enemies: through thy name will we tread them 
under H947 that rise up against us.

	 There is an interesting play on words in God’s 
Scriptures when we find passages referencing this 
trodding down.  When Jerusalem is under Gentile 
rule, we see the city in a polluted state; desecrated 
and trodden down.  When God is in control, we see 
that God places the Gentile rulers in a trodden down 
threshed state of existence.  

	 This brief review of the early beginnings of God’s 
Holy City brings us to the next chronological event in 
the history of this city.  This event is recorded in I 
Chronicles 11:4-9.  Within a future article, we will 
look at the phrase “the city of David”.  


	 Psalms 48:1-2 — “Great is the LORD, and greatly 
to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain 
of his holiness.  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 
the city of the great King."  

	 Let us pray for the peace of Jerusalem and for 
that great day when the true King of righteousness 
will appear with healing and salvation in His hands.


B Henderson 
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Power: [ˈpou(ə)r] 
Noun: possession of control, authority, or influence 

over others. 
Verb: move or travel with great speed or force.


S the world powers of today are maneuvering 
and aligning themselves into position for 
what they believe are strategic moves and 

well thought out plans, we thought it good timing to 
take this opportunity to highlight who in fact is in 
power of the world stage and who in fact is pulling 
the strings and maneuvering everything into the 
appropriate places. 


	 The apostle Paul’s statement that all power is of 
God, shows that power is important and must be 
carefully considered wherever and whenever we 
come within its sphere of operation, which is 
practically all the time and everywhere. Having more 
or less power also ourselves, we must ever seek the 
proper adjustment of our own power to that of 
others. 

	 Of course, our chief concern should always be, 
that the use we make of our own power is as nearly 
in harmony with our God given instructions as we 
can make it. For that we all have power and tendency 
to do evil, is very obvious; and not only so, we 
generally find it so easy to excuse or justify a desired 
course of action, that even evil actions often proceed 
unrestrained. 

	 To the Ephesian believers, the apostle Paul wrote, 
exhorting and counseling them saying: Ephesians 

6:10,  “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.”  

In this quotation, we see the power of the 
righteousness and truth of God, ranged against the 
evils of the leaders and rulers of this present evil 
world, who, because of the way they use their God-
given powers, are more especially responsible for the 
ungodliness and wickedness that is allowed to 
predominate in the earth.


	 For example, as reported in the Washington Times 
(a liberal media outlet) and proven by a congressional 
investigation — a few years ago an Obama led State 
Department paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
oust Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. As we 
know, the Obama attempt failed, and Netanyahu 
remained in office.  Here in the U.S., what seemed as 
a sure thing for Hillary Clinton most certainly coming 
away with a presidential victory, ended in a complete 
surprise to her and the far left. Hillary Clinton was 
defeated by none other than Donald Trump. 

	 So here we are, the year 2020. Things are heating 
up in the Middle East, Netanyahu is trying to remain 
in office, and this is once again an election year for 
the U.S.  So the question can and should be asked, a 
question that continues to confuse and baffle the 
world: “Why are these world leaders (among 
others) in office at this particular time, on this 
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particular stage?”  One day soon they will come to 
understand.  But, let’s turn to the book of Daniel to 
answer that quest ion and to confirm our 
understanding of who has always been in control of 
the ruling powers:


• Dan 2:21 - “And he changeth the times and the 
seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up 
kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know understanding”  

• Dan 4:17  - “This matter is by the decree of the 
watchers, and the demand by the word of the 
holy ones: to the intent that the living may know 
that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and g iveth i t to 
whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the basest 
of men.”  

• Dan 5:18-20 - “O thou king, 
the most high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father 
a kingdom, and majesty, and 
glory, and honour: And for 
the majesty that He gave 
him, all people, nations, and 
languages, trembled and 
feared before him: whom he 
would he slew; and whom he 
would he kept alive; and 
whom he would he set up; 
and whom he would he put 
down. But when his heart 
was lifted up, and his mind 
hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.”  

	 Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon were not godly or 
righteous, no more so than the rulers and nations of 
today. Yet, God gave Nebuchadnezzar the power to 
do as he pleased in his own nation; and not only so, 
but gave him the power and used him to bring into 
subjection other nations, including the Jews. 
Because God so used Nebuchadnezzar to carry out 
His purpose to punish and discipline other nations, 
he even spoke of that king as being his servant on 
several occasions.


“And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Behold, I will send and take 
Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, 
and will set his throne upon these stones that I 
have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over 
them. And when he cometh, he shall smite the land 
of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to 
death; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and 
such as are for the sword to the sword”   (Jeremiah 
43:10,11).  

  Now since God had willed to bring other nations 
into subjection to Babylon, no amount of resistance 
and fighting on the part of those other nations would 
avail to save them from that subjection. The same 

holds true today: for still “the 
most High ruleth in the kingdom 
o f men , and g i ve th i t t o 
whomsoever he will.” 

  The Jews, the people of God, 
on their impending subjection to 
Babylon were requested by God 
to submit to this control and not 
fight against it. Similarly, today, 
the people of God, believers of 
the Gospel, are required to be in 
subjection to the powers that be, 
and not take up arms against 
them: which involves not taking 
up arms for one of them against 
another when they fight each 
other.   “Let every soul be subject 
unto the higher powers. For 

there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever 
therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God: and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation”  (Rom. 13:1,2). 

	 With that being said, such subjection to the 
powers that be must stop short of disobedience to 
other laws of God. 


• Act 4:19  - “But Peter and John answered and 
said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye.”  
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• Act 5:29  - “Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey God rather 
than men.” 

	 This working of God’s will and power in and 
among the nations is well illustrated in the 27th 
chapter of Jeremiah. Jeremiah was told to make 
bonds and yokes, put them on his neck, and then 
send them to the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, 
Tyrus, and Zidon by the hand of the “messengers” 
which came to Jerusalem from those countries to 
Zedekiah king of Judah. With the bonds and yokes, 
the messengers were commanded to take to their 
masters this message from God:  


“In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah king of Judah came this word unto 
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus saith the 
LORD to me; Make thee bonds and yokes, and put 
them upon thy neck, And send them to the king of 
Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of 
the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to 
the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers 
which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of 
Judah;  And command them to say unto their 
masters, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel; Thus shall ye say unto your masters; I have 
made the earth, the man and the beast that are 
upon the ground, by my great power and by my 
outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it 
seemed meet unto me.   And now have I given all 
these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the 
field have I given him also to serve him.   And all 
nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's 
son, until the very time of his land come: and then 
many nations and great kings shall serve 
themselves of him. And it shall come to pass, that 
the nation and kingdom which will not serve the 
same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and 
that will not put their neck under the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the 
LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and 
with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by 
his hand.  Therefore hearken not ye to your 
prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your 

dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your 
sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall 
not serve the king of Babylon: For they prophesy a 
lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and 
that I should drive you out, and ye should 
perish. But the nations that bring their neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, 
those will I let remain still in their own land, saith 
the LORD; and they shall till it, and dwell therein”  
(Jeremiah 27:1-11).


	 This command of God to the Gentile kings to 
submit themselves to the power of Babylon, was also 
extended to Zedekiah king of Judah: 


“I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according 
to all these words, saying, Bring your necks under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and 
his people, and live. Why will ye die, thou and thy 
people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence, as the LORD hath spoken against the 
na t ion tha t w i l l no t se rve the k ing o f 
Babylon?” (Jeremiah 27:12,13).


	 Thus was Judah and the other nations punished 
for their evil doings. As in the past and as continues 
to be, God uses different nations to punish one 
another for their iniquities, limiting and restricting 
their power to do evil and exercise the cruelties of 
sustained oppression over other men.  He destroys 
and preserves while demonstrating His supreme 
prerogative, and giving opportunity for the nations to 
recognize and appreciate His power. Thus, in turn, 
the Babylonians too were punished.


“And it shall come to pass, when seventy years 
are accomplished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their 
iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will 
make it perpetual desolations. And I will bring 
upon that land all my words which I have 
pronounced against it, even all that is written in 
this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied 
against all the nations. For many nations and great 
kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I 
will recompense them according to their deeds, 
and according to the works of their own hands.”  
(Jer. 25:12-14).  
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	 Some six centuries after Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have Rome standing out on the world scene, 
including the time of Christ and the apostles. Rome 
was by no means a righteous power. Daniel spoke of 
it as “dreadful and terrible … it devoured and brake in 
pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of 
it” (Dan. 7:7).  Nevertheless, it did after a fashion, 
enforce the law and order and Believers were 
required to be in subjection thereto, so long and so 
far as it did not require the violation of the laws of 
God. And that, of course, is also the relationship of 
Believers today to whatever power may have control 
for the time being.

	 God sets up the powers, puts them down, and 
sets up others, according to his will and purpose. Our 
duty toward those powers is the same as when the 
apostle Paul wrote to the Roman believers: 


“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: the powers that 
be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore 
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God: and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not 
be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and 
thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the 
minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do 
that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 
sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only 
for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For this 
cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's 
ministers, attending continually upon this very 
thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 

fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour”  
(Rom. 13:1-7).

We can indeed be thankful to God for the powers 

he has ordained to keep the law and order, 
unrighteous though those powers be. And to this end 
the apostle wrote to Timothy saying: “I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty”  (1 Tim. 2:1,2). 

	 The world stage, in its constant shifting and 
moving ways, continues to be intensely interesting as 
we get ever so close to the return of Christ. 
Therefore, may we not get caught up in the worlds 
activities but simply prepare ourselves by watching 
for the signs around us and waiting patiently for 
Christ’s return to reestablish God’s kingdom upon 
this earth.  

	 This should teach us a lesson of the utmost 
humility. Knowing that God is in control and has 
complete power, and with that, it makes us feel our 
entire dependence upon Him. And, we should feel 
very thankful that we are allowed to live on and try in 
our weak way to serve Him, for at best we are mere 
worms of the dust or as the grass of the field.


"As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of 
the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth 
over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall 
know it no more.   But the mercy of the LORD is 
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear 
him, and his righteousness unto children's 
children;  To such as keep his covenant, and to 
those that remember his commandments to do 
them."  (Psalm 103:15-18). 


Joel Thomas 
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HE secret things belong unto the Lord 
our God,” says Moses, “but those thing 
which are revealed belong unto us and to 

our children for ever, that we may do all the words of 
this law” (Deut. 29: 29).   All that is contained in the 
Bible was once a secret, as implied by the word 
“revealed.”  But, as we well know, the act of revealing 
did not take place all at once: the process has been a 
gradual one.  At first it was confined to the promised 
seed of the woman, without any reference to the time 
of fulfillment or to the many events leading to it.  And 
not until the perversion of this revealed secret had 
brought universal retribution on the race was a 
further secret revealed to Abraham.  For something 
like four hundred years after this the giving of the 
Mosaic law was quite unknown.  And a like period 
elapsed before another secret was communicated to 
David.  For about fifteen centuries the way of 
salvation was confined to one nation, without any 
clear indication of the privilege being extended to 
others.  The length of time for Jewish rejection and 
Gentile favour, constituting the present dispensation, 
was hidden until the Apostle John received visions 
which threw light on Daniel and other Old Testament 
prophets.  The “hidden period” of Jewish exaltation 
and Gentile blessedness was the same time defined 
to be one thousand years.  


DIVINE CONCEALING; HUMAN SEARCHING 


	 The Divine method of revealing secrets partakes 
of Divine wisdom; it is not complete when put into 
words.   In addition to the free use of symbol there is 
a conciseness and depth in many words and phrases 
which require reflection and research to fathom their 
meaning.  “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing, 
but the honor of kings” — the heirs of God’s kingdom 
— “to search out a matter” (Prov. 25:2).   That which 
enters the mind without any effort makes but a faint 
impression, and is soon forgotten; but that which is 
obtained at the cost of much thought is highly valued 
and long retained.   If the Bible had been written after 
the manner of human composition it would not have 
possessed that perennial interest which has made it 
valuable in all circumstances and every age.  Many of 
its beauties not being on the surface, have to be dug 
for as hidden treasure; and some of its statements 
require circumstances or experience to explain them.  
The prophets — who wrote many things which they 
did not understand — “searched diligently  . . . what, 
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow” (1 Pet. 1:10.,11).   Daniel “heard but 
understood not” certain “words” which were spoken 
to him in vision and he was plainly told that they were 
“closed up and sealed till the time of the end” (Dan. 
12: 8,9).  The development of human affairs has been 
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necessary to show the full meaning of some of the 
prophecies; and how many are there yet to be 
fulfilled which are more or less enigmatical?

	 Some parts of the Inspired Word cannot be 
understood without the fear of God; for “The secret 
of the Lord is with them that fear Him" (Ps. 25:14).  
Part of their “fear “ is to pray for Divine 
“wisdom” (Jas 1:5) - “Give me understanding that I 
may learn Thy commandments”, “Open Thou mine 
eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy 
law” (Ps. 119: 73, 18).   To “know the only true God” 
is impossible for any but an obedient Son, and to 
“know Jesus Christ” (Jno 17:3) as He ought to be 
known requires an experience similar to his.  Hence 
the expressed wish of an Apostle to “know Him and 
the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship, of 
His sufferings” (Phil. 3:10).  Without this “fellowship” 
the “Man of Sorrows” must necessarily be more or 
less an enigma.

	 The word for “Secret” in the Old Testament is 
likewise rendered “counsel” (Jer. 28: 18, 22); and in 
the Revised Version “friendship” is inserted in the 
margin as an alternative rendering.  There is much 
beauty in this meaning.  A secret is always confined 
to those who are friends - either real or supposed; it 
is never communicated to known enemies.  All 
Adam’s descendants are, by birth and conduct, at 
enmity with God (Eph. 2: 2,3,12), and therefore not in 
a position to have the hidden wisdom of His Word 
communicated to them.  They must be “reconciled” 
before they can penetrate the innermost recesses of 
the Divine oracles; and if they are to continue there 
their reconciliation, friendship, or fellowship, must be 
maintained.  For they receive “the truth” without “the 
love” of it they are liable to be visited by a “strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie” (2 Thess. 
2:11).  So precious is the Inspirited Word that it must 
be rightly used if even its present privileges are to be 
retained; God’s “secret (or friendship) is with the 
righteous” (Prov. 3:32), not the unrighteous.  


THE SECRET OF APOSTOLIC PREACHING 
	 The use in the New Testament of the word 
“mystery” — which occurs about twelve times — 
conveys to some minds the idea of the impenetrable 

or incomprehensible; but the word secret would be a 
more suitable rendering.  It refers to that which at one 
time, or under certain circumstances, is hidden.  
Though the Apostles are styled “stewards of the 
mysteries of God” (1 Cor 4:1), it is also said that God 
had “made known unto” them “the mystery of His 
will” (Eph. 1:9), “which was kept secret since the 
world began, but now is made manifest, and by the 
Scriptures of the prophets ... made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith” (Rom. 16:25,26).  
They were not “stewards” of that which they did not 
understand, or were not allowed to communicate; 
quite the reverse.  “By revelation,” says Paul, “was 
made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote afore in 
few words, whereby when ye read, ye can perceive 
my understanding in the mystery of Christ; which in 
other generations was not made known unto the sons 
of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets in the Spirit; that the Gentiles 
are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the body, 
and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the Gospel” (Eph. 3:3-6).  The dispensation 
extending from the day of Pentecost to the Second 
Appearing of Christ was hidden during Old Testament 
times; and therefore the individual grafting into Christ 
of Jews and Gentiles by baptism was not then 
known.  To the Apostle Peter was delegated the use 
of the “keys” by which to unlock this secret; and he 
exercised the power for the benefit of the Jews on 
the day of Pentecost, and, for the benefit of Gentiles, 
when sent to Cornelius.  Then was “the mystery 
which hath been hid from all ages and generations ... 
manifested,” because “God was pleased to make 
known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles” (Col. 1:26, 17). 


THE SECRET OF LAWLESSNESS 
A secret of an opposite character is styled “the 

mystery of iniquity” (or lawlessness), which, says 
Paul, “doth already work, only there is one that 
restraineth now until he be taken out of the way.   And 
then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the 
Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth and 
bring to nought by the manifestation of his coming” (2 
These. 2:7,8).  The “iniquity” then hidden was the 
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leaven of corruption which had entered the apostolic 
ecclesias.  It is well styled “lawlessness,” because it 
perverts “the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8:2) in all its aspects.  That which 
hindered or restrained its full development was 
Paganism.  When this was taken out of the way, “the 
lawless one” was fully “revealed”.  He took 
possession of the throne of the Roman Empire, 
making a corrupt Christianity the State of religion and 
giving expression to his joy by saying, “Now is come 
the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the authority of His Christ” (Rev. 12:10).  
“The lawless one,” when fully developed into 
“Mystery, Babylon the Great” (Rev. 17:5), did not 
hesitate “to change the times and the law” (Dan. 
7:25), with the result that wherever “the harlots and 
the abominations of the earth “have sway, the law of 
God in all its aspects is perverted.  Thus will it 
continue until He who is the supreme embodiment of 
Divine law — now hidden behind the veil — is 
manifested.  Then will ensue a severe conflict, in 
which the Lawful One will “bring to nought” the 
Lawless One.  

	 The perversion of Divine law has characterized the 
seed of the serpent from the commencement.  It 
began with Cain, who attempted to substitute the 
fruit of the ground for blood shedding as the basis for 
justification from sin.  It continued throughout the 
antediluvian world until it culminated in the complete 
corruption of God’s “way” (Gen. 6:12).  It 
characterized the whole course of Israel during the 
existence of the Mosaic covenant.  “The law of the 
Lord” was “forgotten” by some (Hos. 4:6), “despised“ 
by others (Amos 2:4), and “violated by the 
priests” (Ezek. 22:26).  Scarcely had the Apostolic 
churches become established before the truths 
committed to them were mixed with Judaism and 
Grecian philosophy.  The Judaizing teaching denied 
that the law of Moses had been nailed to the Cross of 
Christ and thereby “abolished” (Col. 2:14; Eph. 2:15); 
and it asserted that those who had been “married” to 
Christ (Rom. 7:4) were still under obligation to this 
abrogated law.  The Platonic philosophy, by 
introducing immortality of the soul — with its 
consequent doctrines of the consciousness of the 

dead, eternal torments, and entrance on reward or 
retribution at death — has made void “the law of sin 
and death,” and “the law of the spirit of life.”   The 
doctrine of the Trinity has likewise perverted these 
two laws, together with the law of Moses, in their 
application to the Son of God.  “The law of sin” in the 
flesh (Rom. 7:23; 8:3) has, by the doctrine of the 
immaculate conception, been set aside in regard to 
two members of the human race - Jesus and his 
mother.  The Divine “law of faith” (Rom. 3:27) has 
been replaced by the human law of salvation by 
works.  The law of marriage (Heb. 13:4) has been 
interfered with by the inculcation of celibacy (1 Tim. 
4:3).  The law of love to enemies (Matt. 5:44) has 
been superseded by the practice of warfare — with 
ecclesiastical approval — between even members of 
the same church.   “The law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25) has 
been transformed into a law of license for the 
gratification of the flesh (Gal. 5:13; Phil. 3:19).  The 
law of divine forgiveness (Acts 2:38) has, by the 
repudiation of baptism, or the substitution of 
sprinkling, been trodden under foot.  And the laws of 
condemnation through Adam, and of justification 
through Christ (Rom. 5:18), have been ignored by the 
doctrine of universal resurrection to judgment.  


THE SECRET OF GODLIKENESS      

	 These instances of “lawlessness" — of which 
many more might be given — are all supported by 
highly moral reasoning, the fallacy of which can only 
be discerned by such as are instructed in the Word. 
They are due to the antipathy of the human mind to 
“bring into captivity every thought” to the wisdom of 
God. Herein lies the distinction between the Lawless 
One and Him who “fulfilled” every “jot and tittle” of 
the law of God (Matt. 5:18). These two opposite 
developments were both, up to a certain stage, 
comparatively hidden. Hence there is not only “the 
mystery (or secret) of lawlessness,” but also “the 
mystery (or secret) of godliness.” The latter is referred 
to by the Apostle Paul as follows: “Without 
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness; He 
who was manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, 
seen of angels, preached among the nations, 
believed on in the world, received up in glory" (1st 
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Tim, 3: 16; R.V.). The interpretation usually given of 
this passage is - That God was manifest in the flesh 
when the Virgin Mary became a mother; that the 
Father in the person of His son, was justified in spirit 
when Jesus Christ was immortalized; that He was 
seen of angels from Heaven at His birth or His 
resurrection; that He was preached to the Gentiles by 
the Apostles, especially Paul: that their preaching 
was believed by many in the Roman world; and that 
Jesus, forty days after his resurrection, was received 
up into Heaven. If this be correct, is it not strange 
that the events should be placed in such irregular 
order? This is not the course usually adopted by the 
Spirit in a concise narrative. Even the simple 
expression “Strangers and pilgrims” (1 Peter 2:11) is 
given in the order of development; for a man must 
become a “stranger” to the world before he can 
become a “pi lgrim" in i t . Should not this 
consideration — apart from others — suggest a 
doubt as to whether the above interpretation is 
correct? If so, may we not go a step further, and look 
for a solution in the consecutive order of the various 
sentences, and the events which they describe? Let 
us see. 

1. “Great is the mystery of godliness." Our 

readers are familiar with the way in which this is 
treated by Trinitarians. “Godliness” is supposed 
to describe the “Godhead,” and, as the union of 
three in one and one in three can neither be 
comprehended nor explained, it is accepted as 
an impenetrable “mystery.” And by some who are 
far removed from Trinitarianism the expression 
“mystery of godliness” is viewed as a fitting 
description of a supposed mysterious union 
between the nature of God and the nature of man 
— or the incorporation of Divine life in Adamic 
flesh and blood — in the production of the babe 
born in Bethlehem. The initial defect in both 
views is an incorrect application of “godliness.” 
The Greek word (eusebia) means "Reverence 
(usually towards the gods), piety, religion” (Liddell 
& Scott). It denotes, therefore, that which is 
outside God - a state of mind directed towards 
him — not God Himself; a man of godly mind, or 
God-likeness. This being the key-note to the 

Apostolic statement, necessarily governs what 
follows. 


2. "He who was manifested in the flesh.” There 
has been much controversy as to whether this 
should read “God was manifested,” or “who was 
manifested;" for some manuscripts have “God” 
and some “who.” The translators of the Revised 
Version have, however, no difficulty as to which is 
the more reliable, for in justification of the 
rendering selected they insert this marginal note: 
“The word God, in place of He who, rests on no 
sufficient ancient evidence. Some ancient 
authorities read which.”  With this decision before 
us it becomes a duty to inquire what person is 
denoted by the He who? Obviously the one 
embodied in the phrase, “Mystery of Godliness,” 
or secret of God-likeness. That which was once 
“secret” is the same as that which was 
subsequently “manifested"; it was a likeness of 
God in the one case, and therefore a likeness of 
God in the other.  This God-likeness did not exist 
before Jesus was born. His birth was indeed a 
preliminary to its development. The process 
occupied thirty years, during which time He was 
known only as the son of a carpenter, living an 
upright life. Not until He had submitted to the 
baptism of John did the Spirit openly declare Him 
to be the Son in whom God, his Father, was well 
pleased. Speaking of the time preceding this 
event, John said, “I knew Him not, but that He 
should be made manifest to Israel . . . He that 
sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on Him, the same is 
He which baptizeth with the Holy Spirit” (John 1: 
31-33). The “He made manifest” of John the 
Baptizer is identical with the “He who was 
manifested” of Paul the Apostle. The latter says, 
“manifested in the flesh," an expression which 
implies a previous hidden life in the flesh. The 
character of that life is defined in the Divine 
expression of approval, “well pleased” — an 
equivalent to God-likeness. He who had, since 
His birth, been hidden in "the shadow" of His 
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Father's hand (Isa. xlix. 2), now "came forth from 
the Father" (Jno. 16:28), and was “made manifest 
to Israel” as “The Lamb of God” to take “away 
the sin of the world” (Jno. 1: 31,29), 


3. "Justified in the Spirit." The word (en) rendered 
“in” is frequently used in the New Testament, and 
in a great variety of ways. It can be applied to 
place, to the instrument or means, and to time. It 
is most frequently rendered in, within; among, 
with, on, at, or by: the context generally guiding 
the selection. In the verse under consideration it 
occurs five times — being rendered once “into,” 
once “unto,” and thrice “in.” The only reason 
apparently for saying “in the Spirit," is the 
preceding expression, “in the flesh.” The two 
phrases are evidently viewed as an antithesis, 
and as the flesh-nature is introduced in the one, it 
is concluded that the Spirit - nature is expressed 
in the other. But this view overlooks the great 
difference in the two phrases. 


	 The expression “manifested in the flesh” could 
not, to harmonize with its construction, be 
translated in any other way. Neither would the 
facts admit of any other rendering; for 
“godliness” having, as a seal, been secretly 
impressed on “the flesh,” it necessarily follows 
that, when this godliness is “manifested," it must 
be “in the flesh.” Not so with the other 
expression; the “flesh” could not be the 
instrument or means, but the “Spirit” could. 
Though impossible to say that Godliness was 
manifested by flesh, it is quite permissible to say 
that Godliness was justified by Spirit. The word 
(en) is rendered “by” upwards of 100 times, some 
of which relate to the Spirit: “By one Spirit are we 
all baptized” (1 Cor. 12:13); “We both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father” (Eph. 2:18); 
“He came by the Spirit into the temple” (Luke 
2:7); “No man speaking by the Spirit of God” (1 
Cor. 12: 3).  It is evident, therefore, that there is 
good reason for translating the phrase, “Justified 
by the Spirit."  
	 The question now arises, What is the meaning 
of godliness being justified by the Spirit? Acting 

on the principle that this is the second item in the 
Apostolic statement, in order of time, the obvious 
conclusion is that it follows or is associated with 
the manifestation in flesh. The Spirit, it is well-
known, was very conspicuous in connection with 
the baptism of Jesus. After going up out of the 
water “the heavens were opened unto Him, and 
He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and lighting upon Him; and lo a voice from 
Heaven saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased” (Matt. 3: 16, 17). The descent 
of the Spirit was the signal to John that Jesus 
was the Messiah (Jno. 1:33), and the expression 
of approval declared his godliness, or “justified” 
Him in word. The basis for this approval was the 
baptism which Jesus had just undergone. By that 
act he had practically said, “I come to do Thy 
will, O God” (Heb. x. 9) that is, ‘I submit to a 
symbolic death in token of my willingness to die 
the death of the Cross, which I recognize to be 
the penalty due to the sin-nature of which I am 
made.’ He conformed to the Divine principle of 
justification for sin, and therefore the Father 
approved or “justified” him. 


4. “Seen of Angels.” We are so accustomed to 
associate the word “angels" with the Spirit-
beings dwelling in heaven that it is difficult to 
associate it with any others. But when we learn 
that the word simply means Messenger and that 
it does not relate to nature, we should carefully 
scrutinize every place where it occurs to see 
whether the messengers in question are 
inhabitants of the earth or of heaven. John the 
Baptist is styled a "messenger," or angel (Matt. 
xi. 10), and the "disciples" whom he sent to 
Jesus are called "messengers" or angels (Luke 
vii. 24). Likewise Jesus sent "messengers (or 
angels) before His face . . . into a village of the 
Samaritans" (Luke ix. 52). The "twelve" whom 
Jesus chose "He named apostles" (Luke vi. 13) 
because they were "sent forth" (Matt, x 5) or 
constituted messengers; for the word "apostle" 
simply means a messenger, or one sent. Paul 
styles Titus and certain other "brethren" "the 
messengers (or apostles) of the churches" (I. Cor. 
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viii. 23). Jesus when communicating through 
John with "the seven churches which are in Asia” 
(Rev. i. 4), calls the brethren at their head, "the 
angels of the seven churches" (ver. 20). 


	 There is in these passages abundant evidence 
to show that the word "angels" can be applied to 
members of the human race. Who the “angels" 
were by whom “the mystery of godliness” was 
“seen,” after being “manifested in the flesh” and 
justified by the Spirit, it is not difficult to 
determine. The Apostle John makes special 
mention of having “seen” with his “eyes," “looked 
upon,” and “handled” with his “hand”  “the Word 
of life” — “the eternal life which was with the 
Father, and was manifested (he says) unto us” (1 
John 1: 1,2); that is, in the person of Him who 
was “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14: 
6). The place of Judas had to be filled by one 
which had “companied with us (said Peter) all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us" (Acts 1: 21). Of all the messengers relating to 
Christ's first appearing, John the Baptist and the 
twelve Apostles stand pre-eminent; and they are 
as fully entitled to the term “angels” as the chief 
brethren of “the seven churches." There is 
therefore no need to go outside their circle to 
identify the “angels” by whom the Secret of God-
likeness was “seen” after being “manifested” and 
“justified."


5. "Preached among the nations."  In the original 
of this sentence there is no article; it should, 
therefore, read, preached among nations. The 
word rendered “nations” is frequently used for 
the Gentiles, but in those cases it is generally 
preceded by the definite article “the”. Its absence 
in this sentence suggests the possibility of some 
other application. The word translated “Gentiles” 
and “nations” (ethnos) means “a band, company, 
body of men; a race, tribe; a nation, people, a 
particular class of men, a caste” (Liddell and 
Scott's Lexicon). The heirs of Christ's Kingdom 
are called" a holy nation" (1 Pet. 2:9), and the 
inheritors, “a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof” (Matt. 21:43). The Jewish people were 

composed of different bands, companies, or 
classes of men, such as the Scribes, Pharisees, 
lawyers, Sadducees, Herodians, publicans, &c., 
and among these was the Secret of God-likeness 
preached. It was proclaimed when Christ said, “I 
am the bread of life” (Jno. 6:48), “I am the Light 
of the world” (Jno. 8:12), “I am the door of the 
sheep” (Jno. 10:7), “I am the Resurrection and 
the Life” (Jno. 11:25), “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life” (Jno. 14:6), “I and My Father are 
one” (Jno. 10: 30), “He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father” (Jno. 14:9), “I do always those 
things that please Him” (Jno. 8:29), "Which of you 
convicteth Me of sin?” (ver. 46). His frequent 
declarations that God was His Father, that He 
spake the words of God, and did the works of 
God, involved the secret of God-likeness, 
because this feature was a necessary basis for 
the position he then occupied. And it was this 
claim which excited the greatest antagonism 
from the Jews, who “sought the more to kill Him, 
because He not only had broken the Sabbath, but 
said also that God was His Father, making 
Himself equal with God” (Jno. 5:18).  “For a good 
work we stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and 
because that Thou, being a man, makest Thyself 
God!” (Jno. 10:33). 


6. “Believed on in the world."  The word rendered 
"world" simply means order, arrangement, a set 
form, or an ornament; and it is used for the 
human race, or for different sections of men, 
because of the order or arrangement pertaining 
to them. The Bible applies it sometimes to the 
Jewish nation and sometimes to the nations in 
general. In this case there is no need to go 
beyond the Jewish world; for although Christ's 
preaching did not have great success, there were 
some who “believed on” Him. The number is 
sometimes limited to the “hundred and twenty” 
who met in “an upper room” after Christ's ascent 
from Mount Olivet (Acts 2:15); but this was not 
all, for after His resurrection “He was seen of 
above five hundred brethren at once” (1 Cor. 15: 
6). How many more there were we know not. This 

25



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER, FALL/WINTER,  2019/20

number is, however, sufficient to fulfill the 
statement that He was “believed on in the world,” 
or more correctly “a world”; for there is no word 
to represent “the" in this sentence. 


7. “Received up in glory.” To no event can this 
apply but that which is concisely reported in Acts 
1:9: “While they (the Apostles) beheld He (Jesus) 
was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of 
the i r s igh t . ” He was " rece i ved “ in to” 
Heaven" (Acts 3:21) to sit "by the right hand of 
God exalted” (Acts 2:33). As a result, He  
“received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Sp i r i t , " wh ich he “shed fo r th on the 
disciples” (Acts 2:33); the absence of this 
outpouring was evidence before the Crucifixion 
that “Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:39). 


THE SECRET OF THE LORD, HOW REVEALED 
	 The foregoing exposition is in perfect harmony 
with other parts of Scripture, and does no violence to 
the order of the events narrated. Beginning with 
Christ's baptism, it brings before us his ministry and 
its results and concludes with his departure from the 
earth. The God-likeness, which is the burden of the 
passage, though “manifested in the flesh” to Israel 
and since proclaimed in the Inspired Word, is still 
impenetrable to the understanding of all but an 
insignificant few. The reason for this is obvious: a 
comprehensive acquaintance with the Scriptures is 
necessary to the full revelation of this secret. A man 
must believe that the human race is devoid of 
immortality, and that it is under the power of sin and 
death by reason of disobedience in Eden; that the 
flesh which was created good became bad by eating 
of the forbidden fruit; that Jesus Christ was made of 
this bad flesh, and that His existence commenced 
when He was born of the Virgin Mary; that the 
Mosaic law under which He was born, was contrary 
to all the desires of the fallen flesh, and that it could 
not be kept perfectly by the flesh left to itself; that 
Jesus Christ was begotten by the Spirit, and that the 
Father by the same Spirit helped him to keep in 
subjection, or “cut off,” his inherited evil desires; and, 
final ly, this comprehensive bel ief must be 
accompanied by action in harmony therewith. That is: 

A man must by doing the "will" of the Father (Jno. 
7:17) practically realize the strength of sinful flesh, 
and the difficulty of overcoming its influence. All this 
involves walking in the fear of God, and induces a 
desire for Divine guidance and assistance in 
“perfecting holiness” (2 Cor. 7:1). It is with such that 
“the secret of the Lord" dwells; an enlightenment 
which embraces “the secret of God-likeness” 
embodied in Christ Jesus. As in the case of their 
head, Godliness is developed in them in secret. The 
world “knoweth not" that they are “Sons of God,” 
even as “it knew Him not” ( 1 Jno. 3:1). It cannot, 
therefore, see the moulding process by which the 
Almighty Potter shapes them into vessels of honour 
“meet for the Master's use” (Rom. 9:21; 2 Tim. 2: 21). 
This process is, as a rule, unseen even by the 
members of the household. The subjects of it may 
not, in the early stages, realize its meaning, because 
not yet "humbled under the mighty hand of God" (1 
Pet . 5 : 6 ) . But i f the i r minds are r ight ly 
“exercised“ (Heb. 12:11) they will gradually perceive 
that it is for their own good, and accordingly “yield” 
themselves “unto God” (Rom. 6:13), that “by the 
renewing of their mind" they "may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God” (Rom. 
12:2). Being fully satisfied that “godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come” (1 Tim. 4:8), they 
persevere in their effort to “mortify (or kill) through the 
spirit the deeds of the body” (Rom. 8:13), in hope of 
being included in “the manifestation of the Sons of 
God” (ver. 19); for as the Head of the New Creation 
was “manifested," so must there be a “manifestation” 
of his faithful brethren. 


THE SECRET OF THE NEW NAME 
	 When speaking of "Christ and the Church," the 
Apostle Paul says, “We are members of His body, of 
His flesh, and of His bones.” This, he says, “is a great 
mystery,” or secret (Eph. 5:30, 32). The relationship 
between Christ and His brethren is, indeed a secret 
which those who are still in Adam cannot penetrate; 
and its intimate character is fully realized by a portion 
only of those who have entered into it. The head of a 
human body is so closely united to its various 
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members as to control all their actions, and they are 
powerless without it. Christ and “the members of his 
body” are in the same position. “Without me ye can 
do nothing” (Jno. xv. 5); “I can do all things,” says 
Paul, “through Christ, which strengtheneth me” (Phil, 
5:13). Though Christ be of spirit-nature, and the 
"members of His body" are still mortal-nature, they 
have entered into a spirit-relationship described as 
“not in the flesh, but in the spirit” (Rom. 8:9); and 
such as realize this, strive to “walk not after the flesh, 
but after the spirit" (ver. 4); they study the “mind" of 
Christ (Phil. 2:5), and endeavor to be “followers" of 
Him in character (1 Cor. 11:1) that they may become 
"like Him" in nature (1 Jno. 3:2). To those who 
succeed, a further “secret" will be revealed, already 
made known as a matter of words : "Behold I show 

you a mystery (or secret); we shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump" (1  Cor. 15: 51, 52).  But, 
in the highest sense, it will only be made known to 
those who undergo the change. They will receive “a 
white pebble” containing “a new name written, which 
no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it” (Rev. 2: 
17). That name will be "the Name of God” (Rev. 3:12) 
in its highest phase, and will be equivalent to the 
bestowal of a "house from heaven” (2 Cor. 5:2). Thus 
will He "show His covenant" and reveal His greatest 
“secret” to “those who have feared Him,” (Ps. 25: 14).


J.J. Andrew, 


The Sanctuary-Keeper, December, 1895 
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HISTORY OF THE TRINITY 
The growth of the blasphemous doctrine of a triune God, is briefly, but plainly, set forth in 

the following facts: 

A.D. 29  -  Jesus said, “The Lord our God is one Lord” (Mark 12:29).  
  57 -   Paul said, “To us there is but one God” (1 Cor. 8:6) 
        96 -   Clement said, “Christ was sent by God”.   
       120 -  “Apostles’ Creed” : “I believe in God the Father”. 
 150 -  Justin Martyr, introduces Greek Philosophy.   
 170 -  The word “Trias”, appears first in Christian literature.   
 200 -  “Trinitas” is first introduced by Tertulian. 
 230 -  Origen, opposes prayers to Christ. 
 260 -  Sabellius: “Father, Son and Holy Ghost are three names for the same God”.    
 300 -  Trinitarian prayers unknown in the Church.   
 325 -  “Nicene Creed” affirms Christ to be “Very god of Very God”.   
 370 -  *Doxology composed.   
 381 -  Council of Constantinople invents “Three persons in One God.”   
 383 -  Emperor Theodosius threatens punishment to all who won’t worship the Trinity.   
 519 -  Doxology ordered to be sung in all the Churches.   
 669 -  Clergy commanded to commit to memory the “Athanasian Creed”.   
 826 -  Bishop Basil, required the clergy to repeat the “Athanasian Creed” every Sunday. 
*The “Doxology” is a short hymn of praise, which declares the co-equality of the three persons 

of the Trinity.   
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O truth was more firmly planted in the Jewish 
mind, through the teaching of their prophets, 
than the absolute and essential unity of the 

Deity. Hence, when Jesus, quoting from Moses, 
affirmed the same truth, it received the prompt 
approval of the Scribe to whom it was addressed. In 
answer to his question as to which was the first 
commandment, Jesus said, "The first of all the 
commandments is, Hear, Ο Israel, the Lord our God is 
ONE LORD"; to which the Scribe responded, "Well, 
Master, thou hast said the truth; for there is ONE 
GOD, and there is none other but He"—(Mark 
12:29-32). So jealous was Jesus of this great 
foundation truth, that, on another occasion, when 
addressed as "Good Master", he administered a 
reproof by saying, "Why callest thou me good? there 
is none good but one, that is God" ((Matt. 19:17); 
thereby showing, not that the Deity is the only being 
possessing any goodness, but that none have 
essential, underived goodness but He.


THE ONE GOD 
Respecting the attributes of the "one God", Jesus 

said little for with these the Jews were tolerably 
familiar.  They knew that He was omnipresent; for He 
had said, by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, "Do 
not I fill heaven and earth?” (Jer. 23:24). They knew 
that he was omniscient; for their wisest man had 
said:—"The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good"—(Prov. 15, 3). They 
knew that He was powerful; for they had witnessed 
or read of numerous miracles performed by Him on 
behalf of their nation; and further, they knew that He 
was all-powerful, for he had revealed himself to the 
fathers of their nation — Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
— as "God Almighty"—(Ex. 6: 3).


	 They knew that He was their creator, for their 
"sweet psalmist" had said, "It is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves"—(Ps. 100: 3). They knew 
that he had had no beginning, and would have no 
end; for he was described in their law as "the eternal 
God" (Deut. 33:27); and David their king had 
addressed him in the words, "Even from everlasting 
to everlasting thou art God"—(Ps. 90:2). They knew 
that he was wise; for he had given them laws and 
instruction which were admirably adapted for 
promoting their physical and moral well-being. They 
knew that he was immutable; for he had said through 
one of their prophets:—"I am the Lord, I change 
not"—(Mal. 3:6).

	 They knew that He was just, because of the 
impartial decrees which He had from time to time 
promulgated among them. They knew that He was 
jealous of His revealed will; for He had frequently 
reproved them for disregarding it, or for teachings 
things which were contrary to it. They knew that He 
was holy, and abhorred sin; for He had frequently 
punished them, both individually and nationally, for 
their transgressions.  They knew that He was merciful 
and long-suffering; for He had oftentimes pardoned 
their iniquities. They knew that He was spirit; for as 
spirit He had manifested himself to them in the 
wilderness, and in the temple. And they knew that He 
was invisible to human eyes; for they had never seen 
Him, and He had said to Moses, "There shall no man 
see me, and live"—(Ex. 33:20). 

JESUS DID NOT TEACH A " TRINITY." 
Jesus did not teach anything which tended to 

undermine their knowledge of these things. The very 
reverse: he confirmed them. He endorsed God's 
declaration as to his omnipotence, by saying, "With 
God all things are possible"—(Matt. 19:26). He 
declared that the miracles he worked were by the 
power of the Deity; and that the wisdom he uttered 
came from the Deity. His forerunner, John the Baptist, 
confirmed the Divine statement to Moses, by saying, 
"no man hath seen God at any time" (John 1:18); and 
Jesus taught them that in seeing himself they saw 
the manifestation of the Father—(John 14:9). He 
taught them that the Father whom he represented 
required implicit obedience to merit His blessing, and 
that He would not spare the guilty; but that He was 
ready to receive back with open arms the sheep who 
had strayed from the fold, provided they sought 
admittance by the door.   


The Real Christ – JJ Andrew – pages 66-69 
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N Revelation 7 we are introduced to two visions 
delivered to John that seem to be contradictory 
in nature, but are quite related in what and who 

they are describing.   The first (vv. 1-8) is understood 
as the sealing of “the servants of our God” — 
described by the specific number of 144,000 in the 
Authorized Version.  The second vision (vv. 9-17) 
draws attention to a “great multitude” without 
number, who “came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.” 


	 We understand both of these narratives to be 
describing the same group — the Redeemed.   But 
why is the group first described by a specific number 
and then described as that which “no man could 
number”?    That is what we wish to consider in this 
article in relation to the 144,000 and then, Yahweh 
willing, in a following article regarding the 
Numberless Multitude.  


CONTEXT 
	 The previous chapter (Rev. 6) reveals the 
unsealing of the 6th Apocalyptic Seal.  The time 
period represented is 312-324 AD, when the 
persecutions of the Christians (true and apostate) 
experienced under the 5th Seal (vv. 9-11, 303-311 AD) 
were finally relieved by the attacks of Constantine on 
the persecuting forces of Pagan Rome.

	 It was under the 6th Seal when “Christianity” (so 
called), free from the oppression of Pagan Rome, 

began to rise to a position of political influence and 
power within the Roman Empire. Two distinct 
communities were distinguishing themselves.   One 
was standing firm as a small, despised, but faithful 
Remnant. At the same time, the majority was plagued 
with apostate doctrines, severe and often violent 
divisions, and was seizing at opportunities to secure 
a position of influence within the Empire.   Revelation 
12 details the rise of Catholicism on the coat-tails of 
Constantine and the transferring of the “Dragon” 
identity from Pagan to Christianized Rome.  At the 
same time, it describes the enmity between the 
“remnant” and the newly born Apostate (Catholic) 
power (Rev. 12:17).   

	 In the 7th chapter of Revelation we see the 
purpose revealed to make clear distinction between 
The Apostasy and true Remnant by the process of a 
symbolic sealing in the forehead of the servants of 
God.


THE WORK OF THE FOUR ANGELS 
	 The narrative opens in verse 1 with four angels 
“standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow 
on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” From 
Hebrews 1:14 we understand the work of the angels 
as “ministering spirits”.   Four is the number of 
organization and each of these angels is described 
as being stationed in every corner of the habitable 
that is presented.   The ancient Mediterranean world, 
specifically the Greeks and Romans, divided the 
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winds into four compass points. The symbolic 
language of Scripture uses winds to represent armies 
or destructive forces (Jer. 4:11,12; Dan. 7:2). 
Therefore, the work of the angels in restraining the 
“winds” is the ensuring of a time of tranquility within 
the Roman world or habitable.  This time of relative 
peace within the Roman Empire lasted until 396 AD 
and the associated tranquility gave the Believers a 
period of rest from the persecutions and political 
turmoil previously experienced.   The “sealing” period 
that we are now considering was initiated during this 
time period but will not be completed until Christ’s 
return to judge the Household.  


THE SEALING ANGEL 
	 In the second verse of Revelation 7 w e 
are introduced to an angel spoken of as 
“ascending from the East”.   This is actually 
written in the past tense in the original to 
make us understand that this was 
something that happened in 
the past in relation to this 
v i s ion - “HAVE ONCE 
ASCENDED”.   Christianity, 
true & false, had begun to 
spread well before the time 
of Constantine.


	 The direction from which the 
angel came is specifically noted — 
“ascending from the East”.   The original is 
anatole helios, which signifies the sun’s rising.   This 
points to Christ as rising from the dead, which gave 
Christianity its official beginnings.  It rose out of the 
East and spread towards the west of the Roman 
habitable — both the Apostasy and the true 
Remnant.


	 But the rising angel is not a single individual.  It is 
representative of a class of individuals who were/are 
involved in the sealing action.  In verse 3 the 
symbolic angel stated — “Hurt not the earth, neither 
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in their foreheads.”   Once the apostles 
passed from the scene, the commission to teach/
spread the Truth was extended to others.  “And the 
things that thou hast heard of me among many 

witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also” (2nd Tim. 2:2).

	 There would remain a class, rising from among the 
Laodicean condition who would stand separate and 
have no fellowship with the emerging Apostasy.   If 
there had been no sealing at this time, the Truth 
would have become extinct and there would have 
been no continuing witness.  


THE SEAL 
	 But what does it mean “to seal”?   A “seal” is from 
the Greek word sphragis which, according to 
Strong’s, carries this definition - a signet (as fencing 

in or protecting from misappropriation); 
by imp l i ca t ion the s tamp 

impressed (as a mark of 
privacy, or genuineness), 
l iterally or figuratively.  
Thus, we can gather it is 
that which is protected 
from “misappropriation” 

and is marked as “genuine.”   
A s a t o o l o f D e i t y , i t 

distinguishes the true from the 
counterfeit.  The seal itself is the 

stamp of THE TRUTH.  2nd Cor. 1:21,22 — 
“Now he which stablisheth us with you in 

Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath 
also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in 

our hearts.” 

	 In Haggai 2:23 it was prophesied that Christ would 
be made the antitypical “signet” by Yahweh who 
would, “make thee as a signet: for I have chosen 
thee.” In John 6:27 we read Jesus’ declaration — 
“Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God 
the Father sealed” (John 6:27). Connected to Christ, 
as the Christ-Bride, the saints are considered as a 
sealed community — “Set me as a seal upon thine 
heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as 
death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof 
are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement 
flame” (Song 8:6).   This sealed community is sealed 
with the authority of Divine teaching:
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• Rev. 14:1 — “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb 
stood on Mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred forty and four thousand, having his 
Father's name written in their foreheads.”    


• Eph. 1:13,14 — “In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after 
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory.”     


	 Abraham, father of the faithful, is himself 
referenced as receiving a seal - “And he received the 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that 
he might be the father of all them that believe, though 
they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be 
imputed unto them also.”  This passage, found in 
Romans 4:11,12, continues to demonstrate that such 
sealing is to be manifested in action - “And the father 
of circumcision to them who are not of the 
circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of 
that faith of our father Abraham, which he had 
being yet uncircumcised.” 

	 Those sealed by God are known of Him, though 
unknown to others - “Nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2nd 
Tim. 2:19).   

SEALED IN THE FOREHEAD 
	 To s y m b o l i c a l l y p l a c e 
something on the forehead is 
to impress it in the “forefront” 
of the mind — that which is 
given the utmost attention or 
primary focus. The High Priest 
was commanded to wear the 
golden plate/band upon his 
forehead where was inscribed 
— “Holiness to Yahweh” (Ex. 
28:38). In Ezekiel 9:4, God 

commanded (in vision to Ezekiel) the inkhorned angel 
to go throughout Jerusalem to “set a mark upon the 
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.”  
Similarly, here in Revelation 7 it is to mentally emboss 
the Truth of God as the primary source of our desires, 
focus and conduct.   

	 We are to contrast this with the seal of Apostasy.  
Again, we see a clear line of demarcation between 
what is True and that which is Counterfeit in the eyes 
of Yahweh.

• Rev. 13:16 - “And he causeth all, both small and 

great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 
mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, 
save he that had the mark, or the name of the 
beast, or the number of his name.” 


• Rev. 14:9 - “And the third angel followed them, 
saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in 
his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.” 


• Rev. 17:5 - “And upon her forehead was a name 
written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS.”   
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• Rev. 20:4 - “And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years.”   


“144,000” 
	 In the fourth verse of the 7th chapter we read, 
“And I heard the number of them which were sealed: 
and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.”   
This is not an indicator as to the final number of 
those sealed during the 6th Seal period (312 - 324 
AD), but is a final picture or tally of those faithful 
believers throughout the ages.    It is of course not a 
literal number but is symbolic in its description.   It is 
stated in Revelation 21 as simply 144.   In Revelation 
14:3 this class is referred to as “the redeemed from 
the earth.”  Abraham was told that his seed would be 
innumerable (Gen. 15:5).   Later in this 7th chapter the 
redeemed are described as a number “which no man 
could number” (vs. 9).   Again, the explicit number 
presented is symbolic. 


	 The number itself is derived from the square of 12:  
12 x 12.  We defer to bro. Thomas’ explanation found 
in Eureka:


“But what is the mystery of the Deity secreted in 
this number?  Why should the number 
representing the redeemed be 144,000?  Why 
might not 121,000, or any other number, have 
sufficed?  I reply, because 12 and not 11, is the 
square root of “that great city, the Holy 
Jerusalem,” which is the Bride of Christ (ch. 
21:2,9,10).  The holy root of the Good Olive Tree is 
12; which, when multiplied into itself, produces 
144, thousands, furlongs, or cubits, as the number 
of mensuration may be in the premises.  If, in the 
Holy Root, there had been only 11 sons of Israel, 
“the Urim and the Thummim” would have 
consisted of no more than eleven precious stones; 
the foursquare breastplate of judgment would 

have been defective in one of its rows, a twelfth 
stone would have been wanting; there would have 
been only eleven oxen under the laver, and eleven 
tribes of Israel; only eleven lions on the steps of 
Solomon’s throne; there would not have been a 
double 144, “instructed in the songs of Yahweh (1 
Chron. 25:7);nor a double 144,000 under twelve 
captains, or princes (I Chron 27:15):  there would 
have been only eleven thrones of the House of 
David, which would have required only eleven 
apostles to occupy them in the regeneration (Matt. 
19:28).  Had 11 been the square root, and not 12, 
there would have been only twenty-two elders, 
and 121,000 sealed, 11,000 from each of the 11 
tribes; there would have been only eleven gates to 
the Holy Jerusalem, and at the gates only eleven 
angels standing; there would have been only 
eleven foundations to the city on which only 
eleven names of the apostles would have been 
inscribed.  The city would have been only 11,000 
furlongs, and the encircling wall but 121 cubits; 
and lastly, the Wood of Life would produce only 
eleven fruits.  From this, the reader may see how 
the difference of a unity in the root of the Holy 
Square would have affected the divine numerical 
system from Genesis to the end of the 
Apocalypse.” 
He goes on to explain: “both Jew and Gentiles in 
Christ, consists of two classes; the one, based 
upon the prophets; and circumcision of flesh 
which made them citizens of the polity founded on 
the twelve sons of Israel - their faith in promises 
made and covenanted to the fathers, giving them 
citizenship in the Holy Square; one 12, therefore, 
is their symbol: the other class, without regard to 
flesh, are adopted into their Foursquare Polity, and 
partake of the square root 12 with those under the 
law; and are also based upon another 12, the 
apostles of the Lamb, with whom the believers 
before Christ came as yet have had no 
acquaintance.  Hence, to represent these two 
classes united in one and the same square, the 
square root is doubled in the elders, and the gates 
and their angels; and in Chronicles both the root 
and its square, where the numbers are 24 and 
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288, the last being a double 144.  The 24 has 
been transferred to the apocalypse, where the 288 
has been halved, 12 being the square root of 
neither 24 nor 288”  (Logos Edition, Volume 2, pp. 
326,327).


	 Considering the relationship observed by bro. 
Thomas, we can easily connect the 12 stoned 
Breastplate of Judgment, as worn by the Levitical 
High Priest, to the symbol of the 144, and ultimately 
fulfilled in Christ and his Redeemed as the “light” and 
“fulness” of the Urim and 
Thummim.   


144 DIVISIONS OF CLANS OR 
FAMILIES 

	 On pages 102, 103 of The 
A p o c a l y p s e E p i t o m i z e d 
( E x p o s i t o r S e r i e s , L o g o s 
Publications) the publisher 
provides plausible connection 
between the use of “thousands” 
as better relating to the idea of 
families or clans.  So, instead of 
simply viewing the number as 
“144,000” the intent of the 
symbol is that of 144 clans or 
families divided into 12 symbolic 
divisions as seen in the listing of 
the 12 sons of Jacob in the 
vision.  Expositor:


“If we accept families as an 
alternative to thousands in the verse before us, a 
square of the number of families, or clans, into 
which the civil organization of the Kingdom of the 
future may well be divided.  Certainly, it seems to 
be the pattern of the measurement of the New 
Jerusalem of Revelation 21” (p. 103).    


	 Therefore, the division into 12 tribes as indicated 
in the 4th verse - “of all the tribes of the children of 
Israel” - defines the Redeemed as constituting 144 
related groups or families without revealing the total 
number.  The number given in the 7th and 14th 
chapters of “144,000” must be kept in direct 
connection to the measurement of the New 

Jerusalem (Rev. 21) of 144.    Such is the final status 
of The Household, both Jew and Gentile, who are 
united together through the redemptive work of 
Christ - “for to make in Himself of twain one new man 
.... that He might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross ... built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an 

habitation of God through the 
Spirit” (Eph. 2:15 - 22).  


	 Ps. 68:6 states that, “God 
setteth the solitary in families” in 
regard to the reward of the 
faithful. The use of “thousands," 
taken from the Hebrew word 
eleph (or aleph - first letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet), is commonly 
used in the Old Testament to 
denote families or clans (Josh. 
22:14; 1 Sam. 10:19; Micah 5:2). 
“Eleph” is described by Brown/
Driver/Briggs as a “company of 
men under one leader, troops”.   
The word “eleph” can denote  
the numeral “1” as well as 
“1,000”, with the s ingular 
representing the chief and the 
plurality representing the family 
under the chief.  So, though the 

number of the Redeemed is large, the intent of 
“144,000” is not meant to focus on the size of the 
multitude but is rather to reflect the political 
organization of the saints in families or clans in the 
Coming Age, under the symbolic headship or 
designation of the 12 sons of Jacob.   We then see 
12 divisions under each of the 12 heads, equaling 
144.


THE 12 TRIBES LISTED 
	 The listing of the 12 sons of Jacob in the seventh 
chapter of Revelation are: Judah, Reuben, Gad, 
Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, 
Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin.  It will be noted that 
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there are variations to the order in which the sons are 
listed when the twelve tribes are mentioned 
throughout Scripture.  In Genesis 49, Jacob lists his 
twelve sons separately according to his wives and 
bondmaids, but here in Revelation 7 the sons are 
essentially mixed together indicating that, “ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).   

	 Some of the noteworthy elements of the list:


• Dan (“judgment”) is absent indicating that we 
are viewing a scene and nation that is beyond 
the time of the Judgment.


• Ephraim (double fruit) is also absent, being 
replaced by Joseph (increase).  When the 
vision reaches its completion, the double fruit 
will have already been gathered and there will 
be a continual increase during the Millennial 
Age.  


• Levi is included in this listing. Although he had 
no inheritance in Israel under the Law - the 
priestly duty was his inherited responsibility.  
This would seem to point to the fact that in 
the Age to Come (and even the current state 
of the Ecclesia) there is no separate priestly 
tribe among the saints.  All are a “royal 
priesthood”. Though Levi (the natural Israelite) 
will be given limited and menial function in the 
Temple service of the Kingdom, it is the order 
of Melchizedek that will have the preeminent 
priestly position.  (It will be noted that among 
natural Israel in the Kingdom Age, Levi is not 
given a tribal allotment, but the Levitical order 
is given a portion within the Holy Oblation 
itself.)   


• Judah is listed first — pointing to the 
positioning of Christ as the head or firstborn 
of the Ecclesia (Rom. 8:29) and the “Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah, the root of David” (Rev. 
5:5). 


• Since Ephraim and Dan are missing, it will be 
noted that they were two of the standard 
bearers of the 4-sided encampment of Israel.   
The Ox was the standard of Ephraim and the 
Eagle of Dan.   It is these two faces that are 
missing from the Cherubic images placed 

outside the doors of the inner sanctuary of the 
inner temple structure - only the face of a man 
and the face of a young lion appear.         


	 There are those who are skilled at taking a list of 
names as provided in the Scriptures and creating 
sentences out of their meanings. We are a bit leery of 
this practice due to the fact that when taking the 
liberty of filling in the connecting phrases to make 
grammatical sense, a difference of a word or phrase 
here or there can sometimes provide a different 
message.  With that said, we do find the attempt 
provided by the Expositor to be worthy of sharing to 
close this article.

Judah        Praise Yah!
Reuben        For see a son!
Gad & Asher        with a company of the blessed,
Naphtali        who after wrestling,
Manasseh        and forgetting the past,
Simeon & Levi      having heard and joined,
Issachar        have received the reward
Zebulun        of dwelling with
Joseph        and adding to
Benjamin        the son of the right hand.

May we be so blessed to be counted among this 
glorious number of the sealed!  Yahweh willing, we 
hope to continue this series in our next issue by a 
consideration of the Redeemed as “The Numberless 
Multitude” - Revelation 7:9-17. 

A Thomas   
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IN ADAM AND 
IN CHRIST 

The Christadelphian Advocate, 
August 1895 

  
BROTHER writes in The Christadelphian 
that he has been pondering over the two 
phrases "in Adam" and "in Christ," and that 

he finds an amount of haze has recently been 
developed around them which he thinks he can 
dissipate by a few simple reflections.   Among these 
haze-dissipating reflections he gives the following: 


"Though saints are 'in Christ' it is only in a 
preliminary sense.   Christ is glorious nature.   No 
one can be in Christ as he is in Adam till he is of 
Christ's nature.   This is a self-evident truth.    The 
inference to be drawn from it would clearly be that 
the phrase 'in Christ' cannot have the same import 
as the phrase in Adam until a future event takes 
place.***At present our being in Christ is, and can 
be, only a state or condition of relationship."


	 Now the question is, Where is the "haze?"  It must 
be that it is in the brother's imagining that some 
claim we are now in Christ in the sense of being of 
His physical nature.   When he says that we are in 
Christ in the sense of state or relation, he is saying 
what those he pretends to be opposing have been 
saying all the time.   Where is the "haze?"   To tell us 
that we are not in Christ physically is as consistent as 
to tell us that the moon is not made of green cheese.  
It is to deny what no sane man ever affirmed.   Where 
is the "haze?"   It is nowhere else but in the brother's 
imagination.  He has persuaded himself, and is trying 
to persuade his readers, that those he pretends to 
oppose teach that we are now in Christ physically.  
This is purely haze of his own making; and if he 
succeeds in "dissipating" it he will probably cease 

putting his brethren in a false light.   Those being 
opposed have said and repeated that baptism puts 
us into Christ in the sense of relation and that we 
must wait for the redemption of the body.  It is "haze" 
that has prevented this from being admitted and 
caused some to say that it is a mistake to claim that 
baptism puts us into Christ.   Now does this brother 
and those he is united with in "dissipating haze" 
admit that baptism puts us into Christ?   He says: 
"Though saints are 'in Christ' it is only preliminary."  
What does this mean?   Does it mean that we are in 
Christ or that we are not in Christ?   Are Paul's words 
to be taken as they are, or are they to be 
supplemented by the words "only preliminary?"   He 
does not say, "For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ only preliminary have put on 
Christ only preliminary."   The "only preliminary" is the 
"haze" that needs "dissipating."    The phrase "in 
Christ" is a phrase denoting the relation we come 
into by baptism into the One Name; and when we 
thus "put on the new man" we "put off the old man;" 
and therefore the inference is not that the phrase "in 
Christ" cannot have the same import as the phrase 
"in Adam;"   but it is that it expresses relation in both 
cases; "in Adam" expresses one relationship and "in 
Christ" expresses another.   When the latter is put on 
the former is put off.   Hence the attempt on the part 
of this brother to confine the phrase "in Adam" to 
nature and exclude relation, and to apply the phrase 
"in Christ" in a two-fold sense is a total failure, unless 
mere assumption makes it a success.   "In Adam" 
expresses relation to a sin constitution, and "in 
Christ" expresses a relation to the constitution of 
righteousness.   If for convenience you wish to apply 
the phrase in the two-fold sense we have no 
objection; but you shall not insinuate that those you 
oppose believe that the phrase "in Christ" means 
now to the baptized more than relation; at least you 
shall not without having your insinuations and 
sophistry exposed.

	 When this writer says, "It is a serious blunder to 
interpret the phrase 'in Christ' otherwise than one of 
relationship" he insinuates that those he is opposing 
have made the "serious blunder."   Let him or anyone 
else quote a sentence to justify this insinuation if they 
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can.   They cannot.   He cannot.   Then why put 
brethren in such a false light and try to make them 
out simpletons?


	 "By baptism into His name," says the writer, "we 
are brought into a relation of reconciliation or favor."   
Just so; this is what those you are opposing have 
said all the time.   Now where is the issue?   What 
have you been opposing?   No sooner than this 
admission is made, however, the writer falls back into 
the pit he for the moment had escaped and says: "It 
would be wrong to interpret it ('in Christ') as 
expressive of present results."   Here is haze that 
surely needs dissipating.   We are first told that to be 
baptized into Christ is to be brought into "a relation of 
reconciliation or favor with God," and then we are 
told that baptism into Christ brings "no present 
results."   Why is it these men will not see that there 
are present results of a character that calls for our 
deepest gratitude?   To be in "a relation of 
reconciliation or favor with God" instead of being in 
Adam under condemnation is surely a present result 
of baptism.   What mean these contradictory 
statements that we do in Christ become reconciled 
and yet "in Christ" expresses "no present results?"  If 
it means that there are no present physical results 
then there is the same insinuation that some are 
stupid enough to say that there is a physical change; 
and to contend against such a silly thing that no sane 
man ever dreamed of claiming is beyond the dignity 
of a fair-minded man.  The fact that those the brother 
is opposing have been placed in the false light of 
claiming that there are present physical results by 
baptism into Christ is proof that they cannot find a 

point to attack them on in 
the position they really and 
truthful ly take.   Their 
position is simple as the 
truth and it does not require 
minds of supposed high 
grade to comprehend it.  
T h e y s i m p l y s a y t h a t 
A d a m ' s s i n b r o u g h t 
c o n d e m n a t i o n a n d 
alienation and mortality 
upon the whole race; that 

as we are born in Adam we are related only to him in 
alienation and under condemnation.   This is our 
relation; and in addition to this we are mortal as the 
result of the sin that brought the relation.   Then, on 
the other hand, they claim that when we "put off the 
old man and put on the new man" by baptism we 
pass out from the relation to condemnation and 
alienation and become related to Christ, in whom we 
are in a state or relation of reconciliation and favor — 
not alienation and condemnation.   Then, when Christ 
comes, the mortality we inherit from Adam will be 
swallowed up of life.  Surely this is easily understood, 
and is in perfect accord with Dr. Thomas' way of 
stating it in "The Revealed Mystery," which we have 
given several times, but which it is claimed does not 
mean what it says.   It does mean just what it says 
and it is the truth; and if it were not for "haze" it 
would be accepted without so much "interpretation." 
  Here it is again in the doctor's own words: 


"In this life, then, there are two states in relation to 
God and the children of Adam - the one a state of 
sin and the other a state of favor; the former is 
occupied by 'constitutional sinners' of all ages, 
from the babe to the old man, of every shade and 
variety; and by illuminated transgressors, whose sin 
is not only constitutional but voluntary; and the 
latter state is composed of persons who were not 
on l y cons t i t u ted s i nne rs and vo lun ta r y 
transgressors, but who, by obedience to the laws 
of God and to Christ, are constituted righteous.   In 
regard to the righteous, they are delivered from the 
fear of death, because, having obeyed the Truth, 
they have passed from death to life; but this is not 
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the case of constituted sinners and intelligent 
transgressors.   These are both under the sentence 
of death eternal." 

	 If this is not enough to dissipate the haze from 
before our brother's eyes, let him ponder over the 
following from "Twelve Lectures," pages 95-96:


THE LINE CLEARLY DRAWN

	 “Abraham the idolater was his own; his own to live 
like the insect of the moment, his own to die and 
disappear in an irrevocable grave.   Abraham, the 
called of God, was no longer his own, but bought 
with the price of God's promises.  He entered upon a 
higher relation of being.    He was exalted to a higher 
destiny, and had imposed upon him Godward 
obligations unknown to his former condition.  
Success or failure in the ordering of his life was of 
greater moment than before.   Faith and obedience 
would constitute him the heir of the world and the 
subject of resurrection to immortality; unbelief would 
make him obnoxious to a severer and farther-
reaching displeasure than fell upon Adam.   In this 
respect the children of Abraham by faith - that is, 
those 'who walk in the steps of the faith which 
Abraham had, being yet uncircumcised' (Rom. 4:12), 
who being Christ's are Abraham's seed (Gal. 3:29), 
through believing the gospel and being baptized into 

Christ, are like their father.   By nature children of 
wrath, even as others, they were in the days of their 
ignorance 'without God and without hope in the 
world' (Eph. 2:12), 'strangers from the covenants of 
promise' (ibid), 'aliens from the life of God through 
the ignorance that was in them' (Eph. 4:18), living 
without law, and destined, as the result of that 
condition, to perish without law in Adam; inheriting 
death without resurrection — death without remedy; 
having neither the privileges nor the responsibilities of 
a Divine relationship (italics ours).   But when called 
from darkness to light by the preaching of the gospel 
they are 'not their own.'   They neither live nor die to 
themselves as formerly.   They have passed into a 
special relationship to Deity - extra Adamic - in which 
their lives, good or evil, come under Divine 
supervis ion, and form the basis of future 
accountability (italics ours) unknown to their state of 
darkness at which God winked.   This is neither more 
nor less than the responsibilities of Abraham 
transferred to them ON BECOMING HIS SEED BY 
ADOPTION (emphasis ours).

"The law of faith, established by the promises made 
to Abraham, constituted a center, around which 
responsibilities of this description developed 
themselves.   All who acquired Abraham's faith came 
under Abraham's responsibilities."   Here the line 
between "in Adam" and "in Christ" is clearly drawn, 
and the present results of passing from one to the 
other fully shown without any haze to dissipate.


Thomas Williams 
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VER three years ago a majority of the British 
citizenry, by a 4% margin, voted to leave the 
European Union.  There were those of us 

attending the Arkansas Bible School when the vote 
took place in June of 2016, and this development was 
being monitored with great interest by Brethren.   The 
political prognosticators of the world were predicting a 
close vote, but one that would nonetheless result in 
Britain remaining in the European Union.   Well, they 
were wrong.  As has been the case with so many 
political predictions in recent years (and throughout 
history), what appeared to be a natural and logical  
expectation was turned on its head.    For Believers, 
the event confirmed years of expectation that Britain 
would have to either leave or be ejected from the 
European Union at some point, due to its  historical 
and future roll in the Prophetic record.

But the BREXIT vote was not the final say as 
intended, and years of political wrangling within the 
British parliament would create perpetual delays as 
those of a more “globalist” world-view put up 
roadblock after roadblock in the desperate attempts to 
keep Britain as part of the European Community.  It 

would take the unlikely rise to political power of the 
eccentric Boris Johnson, a former mayor of London 
and himself once against  the BREXIT movement, 
who would ride the wave of British discontent against 
the BREXIT stalemate and would see the Tory Party 
that he leads make major pro-BREXIT parliamentary 
gains to push the BREXIT officially across the finish 
line. 

Nigel Farage, a British member of the EU 
Parliament and one of the primary figures involved 
with the BREXIT movement had these comments to 
say upon his farewell speech to the EU Assembly in 
Brussels (excerpts only):

“So this is it, the final chapter, the end of the road.  
A 47-year political experiment that the British 
frankly have never been very happy with.  My 
mother and father signed up to a common market, 
not to a political union, flags, anthems, presidents, 
and now you even want your own army.” 
“What happens at 11pm this Friday the 31st of 
January marks the point of no return.  Once we’ve 
left, we’re never coming back and the rest frankly is 
detail.  We’re going, and we will be gone.” 
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“...we love Europe. We just hate the European 
Union.”

“There is a historic battle going on across the west, 
in Europe, America and elsewhere.  It is globalism 
against populism.  And you may loathe populism, 
but I’ll tell you a funny thing.  It is becoming very 
popular!”  

“I know you’re going to miss us, I know you want to 
ban our national flags, but we’re going to wave you 
goodbye, and we’ll look forward in the future to 
working with you as a sovereign nation...” (Farage’s 
microphone is purposefully cut off by the Assembly 
chair).     

This long, drawn out process and resistance to the 
BREXIT by various elements of the British leadership 
and bureaucracy reminds us of the account of the 
angel speaking to Daniel when he explained, "But the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and 
twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me” (Dan. 10:13).   It is clear that fleshly 
men were resisting the will of God in pushing back 
against the inevitable removal of Britain from the EU, 
but Bible students understand that the will of Deity will 
ALWAYS prevail no matter the resistance by mortal 
men.  

With that said, we do wish to provide some 
additional thoughts regarding this issue of the Britain 
leaving the EU.  Within a couple of days of the 
January 31st deadline we received (as some of you 
may have) an email notice from the “Christadelphian 

Watchman” (connected with the “Milestones” news 
snippet effort) that proclaimed:

"BREXIT - Fulfilling Bible Prophecy”    

It also stated:

“Brexit! Tarshish sets sail from Europe 
Faith of Bible Believers vindicated.    

We perceived these headlines to be a bit sensational  
and celebratory in nature and gave us reason to 
pause as to how as Believers we should react to 
various world events that do relate to our 
understanding and expectations of the unfolding of 
Yahweh’s Plan and Purpose.  We have also seen 
comments/questions (similar to statements we have 
heard previously, even before BREXIT) — “What is 
left to be done before our Lord returns?”.  

First of all, as to not be misunderstood,  we want to 
make it perfectly clear that we do see the BREXIT 
matter as a very important and encouraging sign of 
the continued Elohim directed developments, leading 
to the grand crisis when Christ is on the earth again, 
and the nations are directly confronted by Christ and 
the Saints. But with that said, maybe our reaction to 
this event should be a bit more measured and sober.

WHAT SPECIFIC BIBLE SCRIPTURE IS BEING 
FULFILLED BY THE REMOVAL OF BRITAIN FROM 

THE EU?   
It may seem that we are splitting hairs (and maybe 

we are), but we need to be clear on this:  There are 
no prophetic scriptures that directly/specifically 
prophesy of this event.   What is in fact the case is 
that Bro. Thomas rightly observed in Elpis Israel, as a 
matter of scriptural inference, that, “The ten toes 
belong to the image as an united dominion; hence 
Britain cannot be included among them unless it is 
first conquered by the overshadowing power; which it 
will not be, as is clearly demonstrable from many 
parts of the divine testimony”  (Elpis Israel, p. 338, 
Logos Edition).   There was no EU when bro. Thomas 
wrote these words, but what he did understand is that 
the Ten Toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image would 
correspond to a latter-day European political/military 
system in the last days. Whether the EU system as it 
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is now structured is still viable at Christ’s return or not 
remains to be seen.  But the fact of the matter is that 
there will be a united Europe who stands with (or 
under) Russia in opposition to Israel and an alliance 
of Tarshish/Young Lion nations. (And a united Europe 
under Papal control after the destruction of Gog - Rev. 
17:12-17.) Britain can have no connection to that 
system at the time of Crisis.    

When the European “Common Market” was in its 
infant stages some 60 years ago, brethren 
understood that a British connection to, or under the 
directive of Continental/Catholic Europe could not 
last.  Why?  Because Britain is in fact clearly identified 
as an historic and latter-day Tarshish/merchant  
power that is not in league with, and is in fact 
opposed to the Gogian Confederacy (which includes 
the 10 ten toed/Continental Europe dominion) in the 
End Times.   As Russia could not remain an atheistic/
communist power and would have to once again 
embrace Orthodox religion to some extent in 
preparation for the “Day of the LORD”;  so too do we 
see a "course correction,” as it were, for Britain as the 
is land nat ion cuts economic and pol i t ica l 
subserviency with that which it has no viable 
connection.  (Though, it was more like the Elohim 
dragging the British establishment out kicking and 
screaming.)  The EU was squelching Britain’s ability 
to act the part of Tarshish, suppressing its ability to 
reach its full economic potential, and restricting its 
ability to form economic and military league with other 
“young lion nations” it once paternally oversaw as a 
colonial power. 

IS OUR FAITH“VINDICATED” BY THIS EVENT?
Personally, we see that our faith is being 

vindicated on a daily basis with the current alignment 
of nations, the presence and witness of a vibrant 
Israeli State against all natural odds, and the Word of 
Truth that provides us with continual light and 
vindication in these dark times. Do we need our faith 
to be “vindicated” by this event?  This is only one 
piece of a very large and somewhat complicated 
puzzle that involves various nations, alliances and 
political circumstances to fall perfectly into place 
when the time is right, according the dictates and 
genius of the Divine Will.  

This final deadline (January, 31st) to undue this 
course of national British suicide has been in the 
works for at least 20 years among some portions of 
the British politic; was voted on by the British people 3 
years ago;  was finally pushed through by British 
Parliament this past November/December despite 
globalist efforts; and simply finalized on January, 31st.  
All this has been obviously inevitable for some time, 
and should not be a source of surprise to us, as the 
wheels had already been set in motion.    But, we 
should be spiritually encouraged and awakened by 
these events, as indicators as to our position in the 
End Times,  

We will also note that this is not a cause of 
celebration for us in regard to Britain itself.  Britain, 
like all other dominions of this earth, is a fleshly nation 
and part of the Sin Constitution in political 
manifestation.  If we think the cultural and political 
situation is bad this side of the Atlantic, take a closer 
look at the ecclesiastic, socialistic, humanistic cultural 
conditions of Britain.  They may be free of the EU in 
order to carry on with their latter-day role, but there is 
little to be currently admired in the nation itself.   
Britain and her maritime allies will not go unscathed 
when Christ returns and will themselves receive the 
humbling chastisements of the Yahweh of Armies. 
“Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east 
wind” (Ps. 48:7).      

IS THERE NOTHING MORE TO BE FULFILLED 
BEFORE CHRIST RETURNS?        

	 We have heard it stated several times in recent 
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years, regarding prophetic circumstances and the 
return of Christ to the earth, that there is nothing left  
prophetically to be fulfilled before Christ returns.   We 
understand this to mean that we are no longer 
looking for any significant sign-posts to be fulfilled 
before Christ returns to gather the Household to 
Judgment.   Most certainly, Christ could return at any 
moment and we should live each day with the 
expectation that at this point Christ’s return does not 
require any type of pre-conditions.  We are most 
certainly living in the Time of the End - make no 
mistake about it.  We cannot have in our minds that, 
“such and such” still needs to be fulfilled before 
Christ returns, as such a view would be utter 
foolishness.  


	 But, with that said, as long as Christ has not 
returned, and as long as we are allowed to live and 
watch the world in motion - God continues to mold 
and move the nations in preparation for their final 

acts of arrogance that lead to their destruction.  From 
the prophetic Word we still expect some type of 
reunification between Catholicism and the Orthodox 
Church (something that is currently in the works); we 
expect Russia to exert some type of political/military 
control over Europe; at some point Turkey will fall 
under the dominion of the Russian Autocrat who will 
fully assert his role as the latter-day King of the 
North; etc.  How much of this, if any of it, we will see 
before Christ’s Return is something we do not know.  
Therefore, as long as we stand this side of the 
Judgment we wil l continue to see further 
developments as Yahweh’s Plan unfold with 
remarkable ingenuity and thrilling prophetic precision. 
As long as we wait we must be sober minded and 
patient for Yahweh’s meticulous timeline, and remain 
encouraged and continuously vindicated in our 
beliefs come what may.  - A.T.           
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BRITAIN, THE MOABITISH ANTAGONIST TO RUSSIA IN THE 
LATTER DAYS 

 After telling us that in the latter days, Gog shall come against the mountains of Israel like a storm-cloud 
to cover the land, Ezekiel informs us, that this invasion will be the result of his conceiving a mischievous 
purpose, or “thinking an evil thought”.  He then reveals to us the tenor of this evil thought which fills the 
heart of the Autocrat, which is notably foreshadowed by his traditional policy.  “I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages”, he will say, “to take a spoil, and to take a prey; and to turn my hand upon the re-
inhabited desolations, and upon the people gathered out of the nations which have gotten cattle and goods, 
that dwell in the midst of the land”.   He resolves to turn spoiler, extortioner, and oppressor of those Jews 
who will then have resettled “the tenth” (Isa. 6:13) which is about to be repeopled and browsed.  The 
Gogian King will never abandon his policy about “the Holy Places”. [This desire by Gog for the Holy 
Places is one of the reasons we stated in the previous article why Russia could not remain an atheistic/
communistic government. S.K.]  It has led to the initiation of a policy which will not be abandoned till he 
obtains possession of them, and is extinguished in the catastrophe awaiting his presumption.  
 His determination to invade the Holy Land and to take forcible possession of the Holy Places then in 
possession of the power that will by purchase or otherwise have obtained them of the Constantinopolitan, 
still stir up its indignation greatly.   Ezekiel tells us the name of the power and the position it assumes.   His 
words are “Sheba and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto 
thee, Art thou come to take a spoil?  Hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey?  To carry away silver 
and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?”  Let it be noted that the power does not say, 
“Art thou gone to take a spoil?” but, "Are thou come to do so?”  If it were to say, “Art thou gone?” it would 
show that the power was beyond the limits of the Holy Land; but in saying, Art thou come? the conclusion 
is, that the Lion-power of Tarshish is in actual possession of, or at least the Protector of, the country.  

Exposition of Daniel, pp. 92,93    
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	 It is a much greater honor to suffer with Christ 
than to reign with the mightiest potentate of the 
earth.  

	 Christ fulfilled one part of the prophets in being 
made a sacrifice; the Jews fulfilled another part in 
putting him to death.

	 Jesus Christ was the manifestation of the “Eternal 
Spirit” and the “Eternal Life” which was the Father.  (1 
John 1:2; Heb. 9:14).  

	 A Christlike disposition is as indispensable a 
feature of true saintship as a Christlike faith. 

	 Jesus Christ is the mediator, the life, and the “heir 
of all things,” pertaining to the new covenant.  


	 God has made a gift of the world to His Son and 
placed its destinies in his hands.

	 The words of Christ are the words of God; the 
Spirit of Christ is the Spirit of God; the power of 
Christ is the power of God; the glory of Christ is the 
glory of God; the works of Christ are the works of 
God; the kingdom of Christ is the kingdom of God; 
the Son can do nothing of himself.  


	 The brethren of Christ are the gift of a loving 
Father to an obedient Son.  

	 The Father of Jesus Christ is God; his mother, and 
brethren, and sisters, are those who do his Father’s 
will.  

	 Jesus Christ is greater than Abraham (John 8:58), 
greater than Noah (1 Pet. 28:20), greater than Moses 

(Heb. 3:5,6), greater than David (Matt. 22:44-45); 
greater than Solomon (Matt. 12:42), greater than 
Jonah (Matt. 12:41), and greater than John the 
Baptist (Matt. 3:11).  

	 Jesus Christ is God’s “treasure house” of good 
things laid up for those amongst the sons of men 
who love and fear his name (Col 2:3).

	 Jesus Chr is t i s the ant i type o f Adam, 
Melchizedec, Isaac, Joseph, Noah, Moses, Aaron, 
Joshua, Zadock, David, Solomon, and Cyrus.

	 It is exclusively the prerogative of Jesus Christ to 
raise the dead, judge the world, bestow immortality 
on the faithful, give peace to the earth, rest to the 
saints, and a righteous administration of power and 
goodness and wisdom to all the nations.

	 Jesus is the Lord of the dead and the Lord of the 
living (Rom. 14:9), the Lord of glory (1 Cor. 2:8), the 
Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:8), the Lord from heaven 
(1 Cor. 15:47), the Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14), the Lord 
of David (Matt. 22:43), the Lord and Saviour of his 
brethren (Tit. 1:4), and the Lord of all (Acts 10:36). 
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EDITORIAL FLYLEAF

ROMANS 8:1,2 
	 Since our last issue of The Sanctuary-Keeper, we received correspondence that requested that we give 
more detail regarding our understanding of “the law of sin and death” as it appears in Romans 8:1,2.  “There is 
therefore now no condemnation (Gr. katakrima) to them which are in Christ Jesus ... for the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.”  (The margin indicates that, “who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit” is omitted in all texts.)   Our understanding and answer regarding this 
passage is as follows, though not a complete overview of the Atonement:   


• That the exposition given by the Apostle Paul as found in Rom. 8:1,2 is part of a larger context of 
explanation that spans back to the 5th Chapter of the same Epistle.  


• That the “condemnation” (Gr. “katakrima”)  of verse 1 is SYNONYMOUS with the “law of sin and 
death” mentioned in verse 2.  In other words “condemnation” (or what we refer to as “Adamic 
Condemnation”) and “the law of sin and death” are one and the same as explained by the Apostle 
Paul.         


• Therefore, the phrase “the law of sin and death,” as used by the Apostle Paul is a LEGAL 
pronouncement or sentence of death inherited from Adam, due to the transgression in the Garden 
(Rom. 5:12-19).    


• By baptism into Christ we are made "free” from this legal sentence of a perishing death — not 
prospectively, but as a matter of present, legal benefit or “justification” through Christ’s sacrificial work 
(Rom. 5:18; Acts 13:39).   Condemnation is removed, and though the mortal nature continues with us, 
if we die it will not be a perishing death but with the guarantee of resurrection to Judgment, and the 
CONDITIONAL hope of eternal life.     


• Though “free from the law of sin and death,” the physical CONSEQUENCES of Adam’s sin — the 
corrupt, sin prone,  sin’s flesh, mortal nature —  still remain with us, referred to by the Apostle Paul as 
“the law of sin which is in my members” (Rom. 7:23).  Though related to each other as cause and 
effect, distinction needs to be made between the legal sentence of condemnation and its physical 
effects or consequences.  To clarify:  after baptism we are no longer UNDER condemnation (i.e. “the 
law of sin and death”), but still live and struggle with the sin’s flesh condition until a change of this 
nature is granted at Judgment (1 Cor. 15:54).  The Apostle Paul is clear that, “the law of sin in my  
members” is a continued struggle for the believer (Rom. 7), while we are made “free” from the legal 
sentence of “condemnation”/“the law of sin and death” through connection to Christ’s sacrifice.       


• We pass into the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (i.e. The Constitution of Righteousness) and 
live under its jurisdiction as a matter of constitutional/federal relationship.  Those found unworthy at 
the Judgment Seat will not be condemned to death according to the "law of sin and death,” which 
they had been freed from at baptism, but will be condemned to death according to unfaithfulness to 
the commandments of conduct that are required for those under The Law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus.    


• Being under “The Law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus” does not indicate that we possess “eternal 
life” in any spiritual, legal or physical form this side of the Judgment seat.   It simply means that we 
have incurred a change of relationship — out of Adam, into Christ; out from the Constitution of Sin 
and into the Constitution of Righteousness;  Sons of Adam, into being Brethren of Christ, etc.  The 
latter half of each of these phrases indicates a pathway, if upheld faithfully, that LEADS to the glorious 
gift of eternal life if found faithful by the Righteous Judge.  
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*******SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL******* 
	 The magazine will be distributed four times a year at a subscription cost of $10.00.   The subscription year 
begins with the first mailing of 2020.   PLEASE REMIT BY April 30, 2020.   If you have already paid for this 
year, please disregard this form.    We recognize that over the last year and a half we have had difficulty 
getting the magazine out in a timely matter.   For this we apologize to our readers and will continue to push 
forward the best we can with the time constraints and challenges that we currently face.   We continue to 
perceive an importance and responsibility to carry this printed effort forward as long as Yahweh wills it, and we 
are able to continue.    


“BUT AFTERWARDS” 
“Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me.”  

“Give this one stripes, and this a crown,”

  The King and Judge triumphant cries;

“The one pursued the world’s renown,

   While this desired a nobler prize.

To him who sows with fleshly seed,

Shall rise an evil crop indeed!” 


“Give this one Death, and this one Life:

  The faithless and the faithful they;

While one rejoiced in pleasures rife,

  The other trod a thorny way.

Each had a choice: but one was wise;

And wisdom lives when folly dies!” 


“Give this one banishment, and close

   The door of hope for evermore;

For him are bitterness and woes,

   Until the final vial pour:

And then in Armageddon he

Shall justly perish utterly!”


“Give this one happiness — for him

   A dwelling where my mansions are.

His sight shall not again be dim;

   And he shall have the morning star.

Give this a crown, and it shall be

A crown of life eternally!”


         The Christadelphian, June, 1882   


 







THE ORIGIN AND EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF MEN
In taking a general survey of the contents of the Book of Daniel, it may be seen that two 
great powers are the principal subject of its predictions.  The one is styled the 
KINGDOM OF MEN (Dan. 4:17) and the other the KINGDOM OF GOD (Dan. 2:44; 
4:3; 7:27)…It will be seen that the Kingdom of men has been diversified in its 
constitution, extent and throne since its foundation by Nimrod to the present 
time.  It has nevertheless been the same Nimroudian kingdom with Babylon and 
Assyria for its characteristics.  (Exposition of Daniel, pp. 7,8)
THE FEET OF THE IMAGE
While the head, breast, arms, belly, thighs, legs and toes have all existed, the feet 
have not yet been formed; so that it has hitherto been impossible for the colossal 
image to stand erect as Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his dream…It is therefore, the 
mission of the Autocrat (of Russia) to form the feet and set up the image before the 
world in all its excellent brightness and terribleness of form; that all men subject to 
the kingdom of Babylon may worship the work of its creator’s power.  (Exposition of 
Daniel, p. 87)
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude and on the verge of dissolution is the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar standing upon the mountains of Israel, ready to be smitten by the 
Stone.  When Russia makes its grand move for the building up of its Image-empire, 
then let the reader know that the end of all things present constituted, is at hand.  (Elpis 
Israel, preface)

1877 BIRMINGHAM STATEMENT OF FAITH - CLAUSE #15, SECTION D:

That at the appearing of Christ, his servants, faithful and unfaithful, dead and living of both classes, 
will be summoned before his judgment seat to “be judged according to their works;” “and receive in body 
according to what they have done; whether it be good or bad;”  1 - that the unfaithful will be consigned to 
shame and “the second death,” 2 - and the faithful, invested with immortality, and associated with Jesus as 
joint heirs of the kingdom, co-possessors of the earth and joint administrators of God’s authority, in matters 
both civil and religious.



   

There is no particular virtue in living 
to see the day of the advent; the virtue 
is in being prepared.  The prospect of 

such a glorious age and of a time 
when men and women will respect and 

serve their vindicated Creator of 
heaven and earth should help keep us 
faithful and firm unto the end.  The 

distractions around us must be 
relegated, we must truly see this 

kingdom through the eye of  faith, and 
we must discipline ourselves in 

subjection to the commands which we 
have covenanted to obey.  

Jim Stanton, 
“Thy Kingdom Come: The Hope of Israel”

From the compilation: “We Have an Advocate" 

   


