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THE ORIGIN AND EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF MEN
In taking a general survey of the contents of the Book of Daniel, it may 
be seen that two great powers are the principal subject of its 
predictions.  The one is styled the KINGDOM OF MEN (Dan. 4:17) and 
the other the KINGDOM OF GOD (Dan. 2:44; 4:3; 7:27)…It will be 
seen that the Kingdom of men has been diversified in its 
constitution, extent and throne since its foundation by Nimrod to 
the present time.  It has nevertheless been the same 
Nimroudian kingdom with Babylon and Assyria for its 
characteristics.  (Exposition of Daniel, pp. 7,8)

THE FEET OF THE IMAGE
While the head, breast, arms, belly, thighs, legs and toes have all 
existed, the feet have not yet been formed; so that it has hitherto 
been impossible for the colossal image to stand erect as 
Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his dream…It is therefore, the mission of 
the Autocrat (of Russia) to form the feet and set up the image 
before the world in all its excellent brightness and terribleness of 
form; that all men subject to the kingdom of Babylon may worship the 
work of its creator’s power.  (Exposition of Daniel, p. 87)

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE
The Russian Autocracy in its plenitude and on the verge of dissolution 
is the image of Nebuchadnezzar standing upon the mountains of Israel, 
ready to be smitten by the Stone.  When Russia makes its grand move 
for the building up of its Image-empire, then let the reader know that 
the end of all things present constituted, is at hand.  (Elpis Israel, 
preface)

1877 BIRMINGHAM STATEMENT OF FAITH - CLAUSE #15, SECTION D:

That at the appearing of Christ, his servants, faithful and unfaithful, dead and living of 
both classes, will be summoned before his judgment seat to “be judged according to 
their works;” “and receive in body according to what they have done; whether it be 
good or bad;”  1 - that the unfaithful will be consigned to shame and “the second 
death,” 2 - and the faithful, invested with immortality, and associated with Jesus as 
joint heirs of the kingdom, co-possessors of the earth and joint administrators of 
God’s authority, in matters both civil and religious.
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WALKING IN THE 
FAITH OF ABRAHAM  

S brethren and sisters of Christ we should have a lively interest in these 
words of Paul. To the Galatians he said (Gal. 3: 26-29): “For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.” And again from the chapter read in your 
hearing we repeat (Rom. 4: 16): “Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only 
which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the 
father of us all”.  

 What is this faith of Abraham of which the Apostle writes? and how does one 
“walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised”?  

 To answer these questions let us very briefly look at the manifestations of 
Abraham’s faith as recorded in the Scriptures. “By faith Abraham, when he was 
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called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went” (Heb. 11: 8). To leave 
Ur, the center of civilization and of pagan worship, and to go into the unknown, 
demanded obedience at the risk of personal danger. In the land of his sojourning 
he received a promise that the land should be his for an ever lasting possession, 
even though he received in his whole lifetime “not so much as to set his foot 
on”. He was promised that his seed should be as the stars of the heaven in 
multitude and as the sand which is upon the sea shore innumerable, yet he had 
to wait nearly 25 years from the giving of that promise until the birth of Isaac.  

 Abraham thus had ample time to doubt God’s promises and to conclude that 
since he and Sarah were so advanced in years no child could be born to them. 
But what saith the Scripture? “And being not weak in faith, he considered not his 
own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb: he staggered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded 
that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform” (Rom. 4: 19- 21).  

 As a final evidence of Abraham’s faith let us consider his greatest trial. As the 
time drew near when Abraham might expect to see his seed multiplying, we find 
God demanding an unheard-of thing, the offering in sacrifice of the seed of 
promise. If the waiting for the birth of this promised seed was a perplexing trial 
to Abraham, what about the order to destroy this precious seed? Yet we find 
Abraham obeying this dreadful command which would appear to spell disaster 
for the rest of the promises, “accounting that God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure”.  

 To go to this extent in believing in the justice, the righteousness, and the 
faithfulness of God was to exhibit to the limit of natural human capacity the true 
meaning of faith.  

 Having acquired and developed through such patient obedience and trial an 
unshakable faith, Abraham was then able to look ahead with spiritual vision to 
Christ’s day, and be glad. Having taken God at his word, he could picture his 
multitudinous seed and rejoice in the hope of the blessing of all the families of 
the earth through him and his seed. He could visualize himself raised from the 
dead to inherit the land for an everlasting possession. “And therefore it was 
imputed to him for righteousness.”  

 “Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for 
us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised 
again for our justification” (Rom. 4: 22-25). Paul continues into the next chapter: 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand . . .”  

 As we analyze the faith of Abraham, we see that he believed God and lived in 
full accord with the commandments and promises he received. God’s word was 
to him the assurance that things would be even as he had promised them, and 
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Abraham conquered all doubts and perplexities by patient self-control and 
obedience.  

 Thus it would appear to us that the problem of faith resolves itself in two 
major problems, the problem of spiritual vision and the problem of self-control. 
These are problems which face us, and which you and I must solve each for 
himself. Faith is an attainment. It is not something we were born with, such as 
we might be born with a talent for music. We are not born with attainments. We 
acquire them only through labor and training.  

 If faith is something which we must acquire individually, how do we go about 
acquiring it? We must all agree that the very beginning of faith is knowledge, 
which must first be acquired, as it is written: “So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10: 17). The assimilated knowledge, 
received into a good and honest heart, becomes belief; and belief, if thoroughly 
tested and proved, ripens into conviction.  

 Without the conviction of truth there can be no spiritual vision, for this 
conviction of truth becomes “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen”. It is the foundation upon which faith like Abraham’s may be 
built. As the Apostle Paul wrote ( 1 Cor. 3: 10-13): “According to the grace of 
God which is given unto me, as a wise master-builder, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. . . . For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.”  

 The thought seems never to occur to some of us that we can acquire a 
considerable knowledge about the Truth and still be totally without faith. The 
notion, all too prevalent among us, that because we can distinguish between 
truth and error, and have been baptized, we are therefore of the household of 
faith, is entirely unjustified. Faith involves more than knowledge. It involves 
more than belief. It involves more than conviction. It involves more than 
baptism. James said to those content with nothing more than belief and baptism 
(Jas. 2: 19-20): “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils 
also believe and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 
works is dead?” To believe without building faith upon the foundation of 
conviction is to possess nothing but a foundation. It is what James styles “faith 
without works”.  

 God wants believers of truth, but infinitely more he wants doers of truth - 
people who are true through and through. Paul tells us that we must build upon 
the foundation of belief in Jesus Christ and, further more, that we must take heed 
how we build thereupon. In other words, it is your problem and mine to build 
wisely and carefully with the best materials at our command. Though the choice 
of the materials is up to us, the test of fire which will reveal the quality of our 
building will be entirely impartial.  

 How then do we build our belief into faith? Building implies labor, and labor 
takes effort. There is no magic lamp which we can rub, no magic words that we 
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can incant; and letting things take their natural course results only in 
degradation. The labor here involved lies principally in thought, the quiet 
turning over in our minds of the things which we learn from the scripture record. 
We call it meditation. Having thought things through, we can then intelligently 
put them into practice and hereby make them a part of our habit pattern. 
According to the quality of our thinking so will be the quality of our building, 
and hence of our faith. To give the matter little thought and effort is like building 
with hay or stubble. Such produces no work; and, as faith, is practically dead. 
The fiery trial will destroy it. To think and to labor hard, while seeking guidance 
from above, is like building with gold, silver, or precious stones. As you and I 
face our responsibilities there is no alternative to thinking our belief into faith.  

 Round about us we can see many sincere and God-fearing people whose 
efforts at serving God betray an almost complete lack of the kind of thinking of 
which we speak. They believe with all their hearts, but what they regard as faith 
is nothing but a combination of stimulated emotions and blind trust. How can 
such attain unto the saving faith of Abraham? They have no foundation of truth 
upon which to build, and anything short of this foundation can produce nothing 
better than a psychological shot in the arm. Granted that we can be helped 
psychologically to endure trials and disappointments which would otherwise 
overwhelm us, such psychological helps ends with death, if not indeed much 
sooner. The benefits of true faith, on the other hand, are eternal; and nothing 
short of the power of God can have any effect upon us after death.  

 The importance of Scripture study in this building process is obvious, but the 
importance of meditation and practice may be somewhat less so. To overlook 
these necessary steps is to lose the benefit of our study. As James says (Jas. 1: 
22-24): “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.”  

 Even the simplest truths demand extensive thought before they are thoroughly 
mastered. We find this true even in everyday life. Carpentry, for example, is a 
relatively simple trade, yet even Einstein, in his prime, could not have taken 
tools in hand and have done a workmanlike job without instruction and 
practice. Particularly in the simple truths which Jesus taught do we find that it 
takes much meditation to understand their infinite wisdom and beauty. They are 
so easy to understand superficially, but it is in the practice of his simple 
commands that we find so much difficulty, for they run counter to our natural 
desires and impulses. Yet if we meditate upon them, we can come to realize that 
they are not arbitrary or unrealistic. Instead, meditation shows them to be the 
most practical way for our ultimate good. Jesus said (John 14: 21): “He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. . .” Meditation is 
the sure best way of making his commandments ours. It is necessary preliminary 
exercise to keeping them in practice. The spirit of Christ in the Psalms says (Psa. 
119: 97), “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day”. 

 In these days of rush and distraction, the time for study and meditation is hard 
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to find. In fact, we might say that meditation is almost a lost art. The competition 
to attain or maintain the standard of living temptingly portrayed by clever 
advertising, plus the noisy pleasures and general excitement of the times, have 
left this generation, by and large, a mass of spiritual mites. But where is this utter 
materialism leading us? “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” Material possessions are harmless in themselves, 
provided we have faith; but if they drag out our hearts with them, and rob us of 
our precious time for study and meditation upon the Word of God, we have not 
the spirit of Christ, and we will never attain unto saving faith. If it takes thought 
to acquire spiritual vision, what does it take to achieve self-control, that other 
most difficult element of faith? 

 If someone were to ask you what it is which makes you do things you know 
you should not do, you might reply either that you did so without thinking or 
that you couldn’t help doing so.  If thoughtlessness is the explanation for your 
act, it is certainly obvious that thinking can be the only remedy for future 
mistakes. If, on the other hand, you could not help doing so, the reason is 
probably that the stress of emotion impelled you to do it. Emotion is the most 
difficult of all our drives to control. Uncontrolled emotions are perhaps 
responsible for more sin and suffering than any other cause. Faith is not merely a 
matter of belief and trust. It is likewise a matter of being faithful and obedient to 
divine law. Being faithful and obedient demand control over emotions, and this 
is perhaps the greatest problem of our lives. It must be said in all fairness that 
there are good emotions as well as bad ones, but somehow we just don’t have 
much trouble with the good ones getting out of hand.  

 The question now arises as to how we are going to get control of our 
emotions. Admittedly, this is a very difficult problem. Jesus solved the problem 
perfectly, and he was able to say to his disciples (John 16: 33): “Be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world”. But Jesus was perfect, and we are not. Yet 
we can do somewhat about it.  John says (1 John 5: 4): “And this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith”.  

 Faith is then the secret to over coming the world. Faith involves self-control, 
and this self-control is achieved only by sober thinking coupled with prayer, for 
this is something in which we must have help - God’s help. Furthermore, our 
thinking must be positive thinking; that is, thinking with a positive and 
constructive goal in mind. Negative or destructive thinking will not get us 
anywhere at all. Such does nothing to help us gain control over our emotions, 
but instead pampers them and is actually controlled by our emotions. Anger, 
fear, pessimism, bitterness, and destructive criticism are examples of negative 
attitudes which do not help faith, but actually lead to sin.   

 In the magazines these days we hear somewhat about the power of positive 
thinking.   One, Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, is making quite a name for himself 
by expounding this approach. Most certainly positive thinking, even of Dr. Peal’s 
variety, is beneficial; but we must bear in mind that his prescription amounts 
merely to a psychological gimmick. It is not based upon the hope of Israel; and 
since it lacks this only sure foundation, it has no eternal value. Essentially what 
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Dr. Peale is teaching is a brand of self-confidence, though he calls it faith; it is 
the assumption, to use his words, that “you and God can do anything”.  

 Now however comforting and stimulating this may be to the human ego, it 
only seems reasonable that God will not always be disposed to go along with us 
and help us in whatever we may choose to do in our daily affairs. No, the 
strength we seek through faith is not the psychological strength of self-
confidence, but the selfless strength to do God’s will rather than our own. If we 
know through study and meditation what God’s will is, we through the prayer of 
faith may obtain his help. Self-confidence places the faith in the wrong being. 
Our faith must be in God and in Christ. Even the Apostle Paul admitted (2 Cor. 
1: 9): “But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 
ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead”.  

 The indispensable part which thinking plays in achieving self-control should 
now be fairly obvious. Only by careful thought can we become thoroughly 
familiar with what is right and what is wrong. Furthermore, our thinking will 
help us to discern why it is right or why it is wrong. Moreover, only by thinking 
the matter through can we appreciate the practical wisdom of doing only what 
is right, and the sheer folly of doing what is wrong. There is not a single sin 
which is worth committing. Even non-religious but thoughtful people can reason 
that it is to their present advantage, even in this world, to do only what is 
generally accepted as right.  Adding to this temporal advantage what we know 
to be the eternal advantage of complete obedience, should we not be able to 
reason ourselves out of the desire to sin?  

Let us consider just one illustration of our thesis that it is possible to control 
our emotions by means of thought. Perhaps many of you have had the 
experience of being reprimanded and humiliated by the boss. What did you do 
about it? You probably stood there and took it quietly for the simple reason that 
you were smart enough to know that to give vent to your rage and let the boss 
have it back might have serious economic repercussions. Thus the desire to 
retain a salary proved a strong enough motive to control the potent emotion of 
anger. If emotions can be controlled by such worldly reasoning, why cannot we 
accomplish their control by spiritual reasoning? 

 The emotion of fear is perhaps the most potent and the most difficult of all to 
control. It is so difficult because in our complex civilization it is activated in 
such subtle ways. We might run away and hide from a bear, and we can easily 
keep out of the way of crocodiles, but we cannot run away from the necessity of 
making a living, and we cannot escape the subtle deception of human society. 
Furthermore, the more intelligent we are the more we can see to fear. The very 
ignorant among men do not generally go around imagining impending trouble 
for themselves. They merely take whatever comes. But the more intelligent 
people who should, by virtue of their capacity for thought, have the strongest 
faith often turn out to be the worst worriers. Even Abraham, through his fears for 
himself and for Sarah when in the countries of Pharaoh and Abimelech, took the 
way of human expediency, not sufficiently confident that God could and would 
protect them both. The problems and excitement of the present, press so hard 
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upon us, and the present seems so real and all-important to us. 

 Unless we have developed the spiritual vision to make the future seem as real 
as the present, we shall find ourselves giving in to the potent urges of the 
present. We must learn to endure as “seeing him who is invisible”, who is the 
greatest reality of all, knowing that all power is in his hands. We must realize 
that his guardian angels are about us to care for us as needed. We must realize 
that no power can withstand God’s will; therefore if it be his will to protect us, 
there is no power on earth that can harm us. On the other hand, we must realize 
that if he wills that harm or trouble befall us to try us or chasten us, we cannot 
do anything to avoid it.  

 This may seem at first glance an almost fatalistic attitude. Nothing could be 
farther from the case. To trust blindly and ignorantly in God’s protection, as the 
Mohammedans do in Allah, is the exact opposite of the faith of Abraham. The 
faith of Abraham is a faith founded upon knowledge and not upon ignorance. It 
is a faith developed by diligent thought, and not by carelessness.  

 In view of these facts, to fear and to worry are, basically, staggering at the 
promise of God through unbelief - a refusal on our part to take God at his word 
and to believe that what he has promised he is also able to perform. Does this 
honor God? Will he be pleased that we doubt his ability or his loving kindness 
to protect us from harm? How can we love him, if we say to him in effect, not 
thy will but mine be done?  

 Though thinking the matter through must first be done, we must perfect and 
prove our faith by practice and trial.  An unpracticed faith, as James says, is dead 
- still-born.   Only by working do we put life into our faith and become faithful 
on our own part.  The quality of our faith will be shown by the way it stands up 
under trial and temptation.  Again from James we quote (Jas. 1: 2-4), “My 
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”  

 To what purpose, do you suppose, God permits us to be tried? Is it so that God 
can determine the quality of our faith? A little reflection will show that this 
cannot be the purpose of it. How can God, who knows everything, fail to know 
the condition of our faith, even as Jesus knew that Peter was so weak that he 
would the same night thrice deny him? If our faith is inadequate, we may be 
chastened as correction for our mistakes. It must be evident, therefore, that trial 
and chastening are sent for our own “profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness”. Trial and chastening make it clear to a thinking believer where his 
weaknesses lie. If he is sincere, he will think over every trial carefully , and will 
strive to discover what it is within himself that needs correction. After such 
careful self-analysis he can then proceed to take the necessary corrective 
measures, and thus to improve and to purify himself. With each successful 
exercise through trial and chastening he is a better servant of God: he is stronger 
and richer in faith.  

 If it seems that we have over stressed this importance of thinking on our own 
part in the development of our faith, may we not reply that, after all, faith itself is 
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a matter of thinking? The faithful person is distinguished from the unfaithful by 
the way in which he thinks. He has placed his hope and trust in God rather than 
in himself, and the things he loves are the things he has learned from God. 
Furthermore, such thinking is not muddled or wishful thinking as supposed by 
the worldly wise and clever. On the contrary, it is straight and intelligent 
thinking —thinking guided and educated by the Word of the living God. We 
cannot avoid this obligation to think for ourselves, for faith is not a substitute for 
thinking. It is actually a product of it. We must think our belief into faith, for 
without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing to God.  

 In conclusion and by way of exhortation, Brethren and Sisters, let me urge 
upon you the importance of diligence in this matter of developing our faith to 
the highest possible degree. In view of the “time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation”, which even worldly people of foresight can see 
coming soon, we are going to need every bit of faith that we can muster. If it be 
hard to keep up our courage and to bring our emotions under control with only 
the trials of what people call “normal” times, think what it will be when the fury 
now being prepared is unleashed!  

 We know not the day nor the hour when our Lord shall call us. Though 
brethren have regarded the call imminent for a century and more, that is no 
reason to slacken our efforts. Death can overtake us today, and so far as we 
personally are concerned, the Lord is then here.  

 The only alternative to faith is fear, and we are told that (Rev. 21: 8),”The 
fearful, and unbelieving”, along with other classes of transgressors against God, 
“shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death”. By faith we understand that God is once more to shake the 
earth and also the heaven, which will signify the removing of those things which 
we now see, that they may be replaced by things which do not yet appear. Why, 
then, should we be engrossed with the temporal things about us which are ready 
to crumble, even through their own rottenness? The faith of Abraham looks 
toward the future, to the “city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God”. To this we should look with the vision which only faith supplies. 
Toward it we should direct our steps with the self-discipline and confidence 
which only faith can give. “While we look not at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal: but 
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4: 18).  

John S. Peake   
The Christadelphian Advocate, August, 1956
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THE SUN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  

Malachi 4:1-3 
 

HE book of Malachi 
closes with a very 
different subject than 
what was discussed 

within the first three chapters.  
The majority of the Jews of 
Malachi’s day were arrogant 
and proud and had no use for 
the words of the prophet.  They 
continued to challenge the 
inspired words of the prophet.  
By challenging the prophet, 
they were actually challenging He who had sent the prophet. Yahweh is 
represented in the prophet’s words as Lord of Hosts, Yahweh of armies, 24 times.  
They denied Yahweh’s love for the descendants of Judah (1:2). They despised 
Yahweh’s name (1:6). They corrupted the altar of Yahweh (1:7). They failed to 
uphold Yahweh’s marriage covenant (2:14). Their actions were wearisome to 
Yahweh (2:17). They failed to recognize the impending judgments of God 
against the unrepentant nation (2:17). They chose to ignore the warnings of the 
prophet to return to the true worship of Yahweh (3:7). They failed to recognize 
that through their impure and unholy sacrifices that they were robbing God of 
what was lawfully His (3:8). They failed to recognize their harsh words against 
Yahweh (3:13).  They failed to realize that there would be a day of judgment 
against all that oppose the teachings of Yahweh.  These judgments of Yahweh 
would be righteous and severe.  The prophet asks, “Who may abide the day of 
the coming of the messenger of the covenant” (Malachi 3:2). 

 In the latter verses of chapter 3, the prophet addresses his comments to a 
different group of Jews. This new audience was the remnant of the Truth who 
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chose to maintain their reverence for Yahweh and to obey His commandments.  
He presents the promises of the blessings to those who learn how to apply the 
wisdom and knowledge of God’s laws to their daily lives.  This remnant chose to 
remain close to Yahweh in their worship and way of life.  These verses should 
bring encouragement, strength and edification to those of all ages who are 
written in God’s book of remembrance.   

 The words of Chapter 4 bring us to a day yet future.  This is the day of which 
David speaks in II Samuel 23:5 – “Although my house be not so with God; yet 
he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: 
for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow.”  
In Proverbs 10:24-25, the righteous desire that day when God’s justice and 
mercy will be felt throughout the land.  This is the message of Malachi 4:1-3.  
The mercy of God will be seen with the rising of the Sun of Righteousness.  His 
justice will be seen with the fires of judgment poured out on all of the wicked 
and evil of the world.  When we speak of God’s justice and mercy, we also think 
of how Paul described these two characteristics in Romans 11:22 – “Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but 
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also 
shalt be cut off.”   

 Let us consider the chronological order of the first three verses of Malachi 4.  
Verse 2 addresses the people of the prophecy while verses 1 and 3 address the 
role that these people will play in the establishment of the Kingdom of God.  
Verse 4 speaks of the re-establishment of the divine principles of the Mosaic 
dispensation.  Verses 5-6 speak of the means by which the Jewish tribes will be 
re-united and planted in the land promised to them through their father – 
Abraham.   

 Malachi 4, verse 2, the beginning of that time so longed for, contains 4 very 
important phrases.  

1.  To Those Who Fear His Name 
 This verse is addressed to those who fear His name; a phrase which takes us 
back to verse 16 of chapter three.  Yahweh, through his messenger, reminds the 
people of the primary characteristic that is required both for them and all 
generations to manifest in order to receive the blessings summarized in this 
verse.  We are always to “Fear” the Lord in all of our ways.  Do all to the glory of 
Yahweh.  There are different words, with similar meanings that are translated as 
“fear” in the Scriptures.  The similar meaning is reverence or awe.  We read in 
Proverbs 1:7 “the fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge.” Hebrews 11:6 
states – we must believe that “God is”.  This is the first and most important 
foundation of the beauties of the Truth.  Ecclesiastes 12:13 teaches us that this 
fear/reverence of Yahweh is also associated with the finality of our days of 
probation. – “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”  The fear of Yahweh 
is the beginning and end of our life in Christ.  This is appropriate because He 
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who we are to fear and have reverence for is He who is described in Revelation 
1:8 as the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.   

• Psalms 31:19 – “Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for 
them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee 
before the sons of men!” 

• Psalms 84:11 – “For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly.” 

 We see the teaching of these Psalms in the words of the Prophet.  Both Psalms 
speak of the goodness of Yahweh that will be bestowed on those that are 
obedient to His commandments.  Malachi 4:2 speaks of the healing of all things 
that need healing.  An understanding of this healing process brings our mind to 
the goodness and mercy of Yahweh.   

 Psalms 33:18 speaks of the attention that Yahweh gives those who will 
ultimately be allowed to enter into His coming kingdom.  “Behold, the eye of 
the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy”.  The 
same message appears in Malachi where these individuals are called jewels or 
special treasures in Malachi 3:17.  Here we see the fulfillment of I Peter 2:9 – a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar or special 
people.   

 How do we develop this fear of Yahweh?  The first thing is a realization that 
God IS as Hebrews 11:6 states.  This means that we must develop an 
understanding of, a deep appreciation for and an uncompromising trust in His 
characteristics, His plan and purpose, His loving benevolence, His Mercy, His 
longsuffering and His promises.   

2.  The Sun Of Righteousness 
 The next important phrase in verse 2 speaks of the rising of the Sun of 
Righteousness.  What a beautiful vision this brings to our mortal minds.  There 
are so many places in God’s Word that provide insight as to the importance and 
beauty of this vision.  We will start with Psalms 19:1 where the Psalmist declares 
that the heavens are a witness to the glory of God.  We see the glory of God in 
the natural heavens in this age with the full recognition that the entirety and 
completeness of the glory of God will be revealed when the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords and all of His immortal associates will reign in the political 
heavens in the age to come. 

 The Sun of Righteousness arises after an unspecified period of darkness.  His 
purpose, like that of the natural sun is to bring light to an environment that has 
not experienced the light of the day for an extended period of time.  Psalms 
88:12 speaks of the condition of God’s creation prior to the manifestation of this 
Sun of Righteousness.  “Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and thy 
righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?”  The immorality, depravations, 
ungodliness and wicked conditions of this world are beyond comprehension.  
The wondrous beauties of the fulfillment of God’s promises can never be 
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experienced as long as the darkness of the age of the Gentiles envelopes those 
who live in darkness.  The glorious manifestation of Yahweh cannot begin to be 
comprehended until the Sun of Righteousness will arise with healing in His 
wings.  How long, O Lord, will it be until thy mercy and justice are realized in 
your Creation? 

 The following are references of the latter day manifestation of the glorious Sun 
of righteousness.   

• Revelation 1:16 continues the description of the entity described in 
Revelation 1:13 as “One like unto the Son of Man”.  Verses 13 -16 provide 
a beautiful description of the appearance of this entity.  We know that this is 
a depiction of the multitudinous Christ, existing in divine glory after the 
resurrection and judgment of the saints from all generations.  Verse 16 states 
that the countenance of this entity is “as the sun that shineth in his 
strength”.  Some commentators interpret the word “countenance” as “face”.  
Brother Thomas states that this word means “aspect” or the complete 
outward appearance of the “One like unto the Son of God”.  Therefore, the 
vision in Revelation 1 teaches us of the same thing that Malachi does – of 
the Sun of Righteousness arising with healing and strength in his wings.  We 
will discuss this healing process during our review of the third phrase in 
Malachi 4:2.   

• Revelation 10:1 is another apocalyptic vision of the reference of the sun 
shining in His strength.  The word for face in this verse can also be 
translated as countenance or outward appearance.  This verse provides a 
pictorial description of the multitude of saints who will make up the 
multitudinous rainbowed angel.   

• II Samuel 23:3-5 presents the vision of the future ruler of the world who will 
shine as the light of a cloudless morning when the sun riseth to bring glory 
and light to the entire world.   

• Matthew 17:1-2 presents the account of the transfiguration which is a 
depiction of the manifestation of Christ in His kingdom.  Verse 2 states that 
after His transfiguration, the face of Christ did shine as the sun.    

• II Peter 1:16-17 speaks of the majestic glory and honor of Christ that was 
visible at the transfiguration and will be fully manifested when He returns.   

• Jeremiah 23:5-6 presents another depiction of the Sun of Righteousness.  
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

• Habakkuk 3:3-6 – “God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount 
Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his 
praise.  And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his 
hand: and there was the hiding of his power.  Before him went the 
pestilence, and burning coals went forth at his feet.  He stood, and 
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measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the 
everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways 
are everlasting.” We know this set of verses is actually future.  These verses 
should read as follows – “His glory will cover”; “God shall come”; “his 
brightness will be as the light”; “he has horns of beams (think of the Sun of 
Righteousness)”.  These verses are another beautiful comparison to the 
verses in Malachi 4:1-3.   

 The Sun of Righteousness is a manifestation of the glory of Yahweh as initially 
seen through His Son and subsequently by the saints brought into that glory 
through their glorification at the time of immortalization.   

3.  Healing In His Wings 
 The third phrase in Malachi 4:2 teaches us that this Sun of Righteousness will 
arise with healing in His wings.  The word for healing in this verse is Strong’s 
H4832 – “marpe”.  This word is translated as a cure, a remedy, a deliverance, 
health, sound and wholesome.  The word for “wings” means an extremity, an 
edge, or a border of the radiations of the energy of this great and majestic body 
of light.  In relationship to the Sun, these are the sun’s rays, the sun’s beams.  
Therefore, we understand that since the Sun in this verse represents the glorified 
Christ initially and that the beams come from the Sun, then the subsequent 
healing of the Sun’s beams is a result of the manifestation of the glory of Christ.   

 When Christ returns and arises on the darkness of an evil and wicked world, 
what elements of the world will need to receive this healing?  I think there are 
five different things. These include the saints who have not been blotted out of 
the Book of Life, the one third of the Jewish population in the land, the remnant 
of the Jews living in the Diaspora, the people of the Gentile lands and finally the 
land/earth itself.  As we think of these matters, we need to connect the healing 
process with the similar process of cleansing.  These two processes cannot be 
separated. 

 The process of healing and cleansing of the saints has a most personal impact 
on the individual members of the Bride of Christ.  

 What will need to be healed or cleansed at that time in regard to the saints?  It 
will be the sins that still exist in God’s book of remembrance – Malachi 3:16.  
Those sins that have not been blotted out due to the saints’ failure or refusal to 
either recognize their sins, confess them or repent from them.  As we practice a 
continual examination of ourselves, our thoughts, our words, our actions and 
the required things that we fail to do; we should remember that our attitude 
should mirror that of King David as recorded in Psalms 51:1-12.  If we have the 
humility and wisdom of David in confessing our sins, then those sins will be 
blotted out of the Day Ledger of our lives.  If we do not do this, then those sins 
will follow us to the judgment seat.  II Corinthians 5:10 reads: “For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”   
Through God’s grace and mercy, these previously unrecognized and 
unconfessed sins will be forgiven at that time and our name will not be blotted 
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out of the final ledger of the Book of Life and Yahweh will accept us into His 
Kingdom.  Our thoughts then and now should be in line with what we read in 
Psalms 119:40 – “Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me in thy 
righteousness.” And also, Psalms 143:11 – “Quicken me, O LORD, for thy 
name's sake: for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble.” 

 May we be blessed at that time to hear the words of Matthew 25:21 – “His 
lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord.” ENTER THOU INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD. The eight 
most significant and important words that we can ever hear! 

 Those acceptable saints will become as one with the individual Sun of 
Righteousness.  They will be constituents of the “One like unto the Son of Man”.  
There will be no more death, sorrow, tears, pain or suffering for those found on 
the right side of the Perfect Judge, who were quickened with eternal life, made 
immortal, made incorruptible, and glorified with the glory of Christ.   

•  I John 3:2 – “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”   

• Colossians 3:4 – “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory.”   

 The marriage to the Lamb has been completed; united as one, forgiven of all 
past sins, healed of the frailties of the flesh;  glorified with eternal life, 
immortality and incorruptibility.   

 In Revelation 20:6, we read this description of this immortalized holy body of 
righteous ones – “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”  They shall be priests and co-
rulers in God’s glorious Kingdom.  This verse in the Apocalypse brings our minds 
back to I Peter 2:9.  We should also remember the components of the promises 
made to Abraham.   

 In this next set of verses, we see the relationship of these glorified individuals 
from all ages to the Sun of Righteousness. 

• Revelation 16:12 – “the way of the Kings from the Sun’s rising”. 

• Daniel 12:3 – “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever.” 

• Matthew 13:43 – “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.” 

 We are also strengthened by the beautiful words of Isaiah 60:1-3.  “Arise, 
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.  For, 
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but 
the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.  And the 
Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.”  This 
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evil world that we live in is shrouded with complete darkness.  The peoples and 
nations of the world are living in that gross darkness and take pleasure in all of 
the immorality and gross sensuality of the flesh.  This darkness can only be 
removed when the True Light of the Truth manifests Himself and brings His 
righteous ones into the glory of the Father. 

 Christ will be the brightest star in the political heavens of the age to come, but 
there will be many more stars that will make up the ruling environment 
established in Jerusalem.  All will reflect and manifest the glory and mercy and 
justice of He who is the Captain of their salvation.   

 The following speaks of the gathering of these individual glorified saints using 
the terminology of clouds.   

• Daniel 7:13 – “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and 
they brought him near before him.” 

• I Thessalonians 4:13-18 – “But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  For 
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 

• Revelation 1:7 – “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” 

 Brother Thomas speaks extensively of the meaning of these symbols.  In 
Eureka, Volume 1, Chapter 1, the Section entitled – “He is Coming with Clouds” 
we find these words of exposition.  

“In the revelation given to John, the inhabitants of the earth, in their 
various subdivisions, are styled "many waters;" as, "the waters which 
thou sawest, upon which the Harlot sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, 
and nations, and languages"—Revelation 17: 1, 15. From these waters 
have been exhaled by "the Spirit, which is the truth," from the 
generations of the past, particles, which when viewed in mass, 
constitute, as Paul terms them, "a great cloud of witnesses." But this 
cloud is only seen as a matter of testimony. The subjects of it are in the 
earth and perceived only as particles to be exhaled, or drawn out, by the 
power of those beams, soon to irradiate from the Sun of Righteousness. 
When He shall "arise with healing in his rays," they will come forth from 
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the womb of the dawn as dew. Every resurrected saint will be a 
dewdrop, sparkling in the star-like glory of a divine refraction; the 
appearance of dew from the womb of dawn, as representative of the 
resurrection of the saints, in the most beautiful of scripture similitudes. 
Before the sun rises, all nature is concealed in the womb of night and 
although the herbage is wet with dew, yet is it invisible by reason of the 
darkness. The dew is, as it were, in Hades, waiting for the birth to be 
given it by the rising of the sun. As soon as the eastern portals of the sky 
begin to open to the light, which is the life of dew, its drops begin to 
sparkle with the prismatic glory of its refraction. The apocalypse, or 
appearing of the dew, is its birth from the womb of dawn and however 
clear the air may be at its birth, often times the heat of the sun's rays 
exhales it from the herbage, and it becomes invisible until it reappears 
at the atmospheric dew point in the form of clouds. If the reader 
understand this he will be enabled to discern the relations of the saints 
to Jesus, as the Dew and Clouds of the Millennial Dawn to the Sun of 
the New Heavens, prepared "as a Bridegroom emerging from his 
canopy, and rejoicing as a Conqueror for the running of a course” - 
Psalms 19:5. 

 Later in the same chapter and section, he makes these comments –  

“The saints in the resurrection-state being thus indisputably likened to 
sparkling dew drops, the reader will, we apprehend, have no difficulty 
in regarding clouds as their representative when with the Lord in the 
apocalyptic firmament, or expanse, styled in Daniel 7:27, "the whole 
heaven;" under which "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the Kingdom" they are to possess for the "Aions of the Aions," are alone 
to be obtained.”   

4.  Calves in the Stall 
 The fourth phrase in Malachi 4:2 states that those who have been healed will 
go forth and grow up as calves of the stall.  When we think of stalled calves in 

this context in the initial phases of the 
establishment of the Kingdom, we may 
think of the depiction of the Cherubim 
by the prophet Ezekiel.  We know that 
one of the faces of the Cherubim was 
the ox.  The feet of the Cherubim are 
also described as calves’ feet in Ezekiel 
1:7.  The word translated as “grow up” 
means “to spring about with energy and 
joy”.  The recently glorified individuals 
w i l l go f o r t h , en thu s i a s t i ca l l y 
proceeding towards a specific goal.  

Joined together with their Groom for the Olahm of the Kingdom age they will 
have one purpose – to carry out the directions of the captain of their salvation; 
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He who is called Faithful and True, riding upon a white horse and in 
righteousness making war and disbursing righteous judgments – Revelation 
19:11.  The words of Psalms 149:5-9 capture the enthusiasm of this 
immortalized army following their leader.  “Let the saints be joyful in glory: let 
them sing aloud upon their beds.  Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 
and a twoedged sword in their hand; To execute vengeance upon the heathen, 
and punishments upon the people; To bind their kings with chains, and their 
nobles with fetters of iron; To execute upon them the judgment written: this 
honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD.” 

 Rotherham’s interpretation of Malachi 4:2 reads - “So shall the sun of 
righteousness, arise to you who revere my Name, with healing in his wings and 
ye shall come forth and leap for joy like calves let loose from the stall.”  He 
states that these calves will be loosed from the stall.  This may be a good 
interpretation when we think of the healing process for those saints who will be 
allowed an entrance into God’s Kingdom.  The healing process will loose us 
from the bonds of mortality into which we have been shackled and penned up.  
The finality of the days of mortality has come to an end.  Those righteous saints 
will no longer be fettered and kept in the confines of the mortal body.  They 
have been loosed to begin their next journey along side their Eternal Groom. 

 Yahweh has stated that the completion of the remaining cleansing and healing 
processes of the Kingdom environment will be accompanied by much 
tribulation caused by the righteous judgments of the Eternal Creator.  These 
righteous judgments will be carried out by the multitudinous Christ in their 
Cherubic mission of total destruction on the ungodly and the wicked.   

 In Malachi 4, verses 1 and 3, present a summary of the means by which the 
remaining components of the coming Kingdom will be healed and cleansed.   

God’s destructive judgments against the proud, the evil and the wicked are 
described in verse 1 with the phrases  – “they shall be stubble”, “they shall be 
burned up”, “they will have neither root nor branch”.  These phrases are perfect 
descriptors for the introduction of the “Sun of Righteousness” used by the 
prophet in verse 2.  In Psalms 84:11, Yahweh is described as a Sun and a Shield.  
This speaks of the goodness and severity of Yahweh.  Of course, this phrase can 
also be applied to Christ in His glorious manifestation of Yahweh upon His 
return.  The healing powers of the glory of Christ will protect and heal the 
righteous, but the heat and scorching power of the rays of glory from this same 
Sun of Righteousness will bring inescapable destruction upon those who do not 
choose to accept Jesus Christ as their ruler and Master.  Isaiah 66:15-16 gives us 
a vision of this destructive power and the anger poured out on the unsuspecting 
evil and wicked nations.  “For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with 
his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with 
flames of fire.  For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: 
and the slain of the LORD shall be many.”   II Thessalonians 1:6-9 gives the 
same message in New Testament language.  “Seeing it is a righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; And to you who are 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
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his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power;”  These words could be applied to the 70 AD destruction, but they 
also have fulfillment in the latter day destructions.   

 Malachi 4:1 states that after the scorching, fiery and powerful manifestation of 
the Sun of Righteousness, the proud, the wicked and the lawless will be as 
stubble.  Isaiah 5:24 gives a very good example of this total destruction – 
“Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, 
so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: 
because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the 
word of the Holy One of Israel.”  Malachi states that there is no root nor branch 
left of those that will be destroyed in this manner.  Daniel 2:35 provides a 
similar vision.  “Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing 
floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and 
the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth.”  There will be no more root, nor branch, nor life, nor continuance of 
these evil and wicked nations.  The destructions by the Cherubic feet of 
judgment will separate the good from the evil.  The evil will be blown away by 
the powerful winds of judgment coming from the Almighty God.   

 This tells us of their utter and total destruction – no life, no hope.  This 
pictorial destruction will begin with the conquest of those confederated armies 
that will come against Jerusalem in the latter days under the banner of the 
Gogian horde.  Revelation 16:16 defines this period of conquest as 
Armageddon.  Brother Thomas defines this Hebrew word as “a heap of sheaves 
in the valley of judgment”.  Malachi 4:1 is an Old Testament reference to this 
same time period of conquest.  This same destructive method will be poured out 
on Magog (Ezekiel 39:6), the nations of Europe, and finally upon the symbolic 
city of Great Babylon – Rome and all of her harlot daughters.   

 Malachi 4:3 presents the role of those identified in verse 2.  These are the 
saints who will be recently healed from the curse of the flesh, glorified and 
immortalized.  The second verse indicates that they will spring forth with joy 
and enthusiasm to carry out their newly defined responsibilities.  As we have 
already stated, this cloud of immortalized witnesses are represented in Ezekiel 1 
with the Cherubim.  This depiction of the threshing of the lawless nations is in 
perfect accordance with the way that grain was threshed in the days of Malachi.   

 In the book entitled “Manners and Customs of Bible Lands” – Fred Wight – 
page 183 – we find this description of the most common way to thresh grain in 
the Old Testament times.   

“The oxen alone were driven over the grain in order to thresh it. This 
method was the most common method used by the Jews in Old 
Testament times. The animals were turned over the layer of grain as it lay 
upon the threshing floor, and their hoofs did the work of threshing.”   
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 Notice the words of Ezekiel 1:7.  The Cherubim had the feet of a calf and they 
sparkled like the color of burnished brass.  This color of burnished brass would 
be the same color as fire.  In the description of the Cherubim in Ezekiel, we see 
many references to the fiery judgments of God as depicted by Malachi.   

 In conclusion of the discussion on this first half of Malachi 4, we understand 
that the prophet provides the complete vision that was promised to them who 
fear His name and who gather together at every opportunity to discuss the 
promises of Yahweh, His ongoing mercy, grace and glory and the subsequent 
glorification of those who will not be blotted out of the Book of Life at the return 
of the Sun of Righteousness.   

 The last principle that we would like to review from Malachi 4:3 concerns the 
primary doctrine in God’s Word and that is the matter of God Manifestation.  
Even though the Sun or Righteousness and the individual components of His 
righteous cloud of witnesses will be physically doing this work, it will still be 
God’s Plan.  He is the One that gives strength, glory and power to this righteous 
army.  These proactive actions of war and judgments are just another step in that 
great and mighty purpose to fill His Creation with His glory.  Mankind has been 
given plenty of time to rid themselves of their evil desires and sinful dispositions 
and ways of life.  God’s set time of judgment will come.  Even So, come Lord 
Jesus.   

The Healing and Cleansing of the Remaining 
Components of the Kingdom 

 We will now return to our discussion of the process of healing and cleansing 
of the remaining components of God’s coming Kingdom which will be 
completed as stated above – God’s judgments poured out on an evil and wicked 
generation. 

Natural Israel 
 After the healing and cleansing of the saints, the next component that will be 
healed and cleansed will be Natural Israel.  As we know, this will occur in two 
steps.  The first group of natural Israelites who will be cleansed and healed will 
be the Jewish people living in the land at the time of the return of Christ.  Ezekiel 
38-39 and Zechariah 13-14 speak extensively about the purging of this initial 
group of Israelites.   Subsequent to the initial cleansing the remnant of the Jews 
living in the Diaspora will be regathered out of the lands in which they dwell, 
and will be brought under the rod of purging and into the bonds of the covenant 
(Ezekiel 20:33-38).  This national regathering will be under the leadership of 
Elijah as prophesized in Malachi 4:5-6.  Romans 11:11-23 provides the 
cleansing agent in which these Jews of the latter days will be allowed to enter 
into the Kingdom Age as mortals and into the land promised unto their fathers.  
They must abide in the belief that their Saviour is the man, Jesus Christ, who was 
rejected by their fathers of old.  They will then be grafted back into the olive tree 
representing the true seed of Abraham.  Ezekiel 36:21-28 provides a very 
detailed explanation of the cleansing process.  The remnant of the Jews who 
survive God’s judgments will have to develop a new way of thinking.  Their trust 
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will have to be placed in God and His Son, Jesus Christ.  They will no longer be 
allowed to trust only in their own wealth, armies or their supposed strength 
resulting from their national pride.  Zephaniah 3:14-20 reads:  “Sing, O 
daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem.  The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast 
out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou 
shalt not see evil any more.  In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou 
not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.  The LORD thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in 
his love, he will joy over thee with singing.  I will gather them that are sorrowful 
for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a 
burden.  Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her 
that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and 
fame in every land where they have been put to shame.  At that time will I bring 
you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a 
praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 
eyes, saith the LORD.”  After this national healing, and cleansing, the Jewish 
nation will become the first dominion of the Kingdom of God – Micah 4:8.   

The Gentile Nations 
 The peoples of the Gentiles will also have to be healed from their wickedness 
and evil before they will be allowed to remain in the kingdom as mortal subjects 
to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and His associated co-rulers.   Malachi 
1:11 – “For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my 
name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among 
the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts”.  Revelation 5:13 – “And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever.” 

The Land 
 Finally, the curse of the land itself must be cured by the glory emanating from 
the Sun of righteousness.  There will be no more draught, famine or dearth.  
Amos 9:13 reads – “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman 
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and 
the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.”  

Conclusion 
 After this cleansing and healing time period, the words of Psalms 72:17-19 
will ring true throughout the land – “His name shall endure for ever: his name 
shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all 
nations shall call him blessed.  Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, 
who only doeth wondrous things.  And blessed be his glorious name for ever: 
and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.”  This last 
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phrase brings us to the end, the culmination of all things that have been 
revealed in God’s Holy Word.  Paul brings our mind to this time of universal 
manifestation of God’s glory in I Corinthians 15:28 – “And when all things shall 
be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that 
put all things under him, that God may be all in all.” 

B. Henderson 
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Faith is the conviction of things unseen; can we see beyond 
this present evil world?  Are the Abrahamic promises still valid?  
Is the kingdom that was overturned in Zedekiah’s time actually 
to be restored to Israel?  Were the prophets the inspired 
instruments to announce the plans and purpose of Deity?  
Where is the substance of our faith if we are always fretting 
ourselves because of evildoers in high places?  How blessed we 
are to know the significance of things that are happening in the 
earth, politically, ecclesiastically, socially, all of which tend 
toward the consummation of Israel’s Hope!

It is easy to say to someone who is distressed, “Don’t be 
distressed”.  We recognize that it is not always easy to lift up our 
heads or to be optimistic in the face of some of the adversities 
that beset us.  So what are we to do?

First, we must take every measure possible to discipline 
ourselves.  We must reacquaint our declining faith with 
ministrations from God’s Word.  We should try to develop ways 
and means of expressing our hope and our optimism in that 
hope.  We should sense the need of our brethren to be built up 
and edified in things spiritual, and minister accordingly.  We 
should regulate our lives in such a way that the intake of the 
Word is not relegated to a minor part.  We should cultivate and 
develop the art of prayer, not as something demonstrable to 
others, but to enable us to draw nigh to Him with whom we have 
to do.   

“Lift Up Your Heads”, Jim Stanton, 
from the collection “We Have an Advocate”
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PARABLE OF THE 
SOWER REVISITED 

HILE recently studying 
many of the parables of 
Jesus as he walked about 
Galilee and Northern 

Israel, we have since happened upon 
some information that adds a 
spiritual outlook to the parable of the 
sower that we previously had 
overlooked. The parable has at its 
foundation four different soils upon 
which seed was scattered. These four 
soils are a type which can be applied 
spiritually to the world’s history of 
man’s relationship to divine thinking. 

 For review, let us look at Matthew 
13, verses 4 through 8: 

Mat 13:4-8 - “And when he 
sowed, some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up: Some fell 
upon stony places, where they had 
not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness 
of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they 
had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.” 

 There we have it, four different types of soil or ground: the wayside or as some 
have proposed, the pathway or untilled ground, the stony places or rocky 
ground, thorny or weedy ground, ground not properly tilled or prepared, and 
finally good ground. Now the seed that fell upon the wayside was quickly 
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devoured by the fowls of the air. The seed that fell upon the rocky ground, 
because there wasn’t sufficient soil to nurture the seed, when it sprung up, the 
hot sun scorched the new plant and it withered and died. The seed that fell upon 
weeds and thorns, when it sprung up, was quickly choked and died; but the 
seed that fell upon good ground brought forth fruit abundantly. 

 What caught our attention was an article we happened upon that types this 
parable to the four dispensations of God’s dealings with man upon the earth. In 
Christ’s explanation of this parable, he says: 

Mat 13:19 “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.” 

From Adam to Abraham  
 Between the fall of Adam in the Garden and subsequent expulsion from the 
garden, and the call of Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees, no particular race of 
mankind were called to be the sole depositories of the Truth. All of mankind was 
traveling down the road to death and destruction. The two sons of Adam and 
their progeny are listed in Genesis 4 and 5, and in Genesis 6 we see the 
commentary: 

Gen 6:1-6 “And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of 
the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which 
they chose. And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart.”  

 While there were good men in this interval, their attempt to sway the ungodly 
back to the right way was not at all successful. In this we might say that these 
good men might be classed as the sower of the parable of Jesus. Those who 
followed the class of Cain were destroyed by the murderous deceptions of the 
flesh. The truth, spoken by the sons of God or the sower, was snatched away by 
the figurative birds of prey. The ruling Cain class who elevated themselves into 
the political heavens is represented by the fowls, and is spoken of by Mark as 
the Satan.  Mark 4:15 - “And these are they by the way side, where the word is 
sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away 
the word that was sown in their hearts.” 

 In the allegory, the wicked one, the Satan, has his origin with the Cain-power 
of this first age or aion. We read in 1 Jn 3:12 -  “Not as Cain, who was of that 
wicked one, and slew his brother.  And wherefore slew he him? Because his 
own works were evil, and his brother's righteous." 

 Christ warned the religious leaders of his day:  John 8:44 - “Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
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When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of 
it.” 

 This religio-political power-system established under Cain was so effective in 
those days that it succeeded in devouring every living man, save Noah and his 
family. This spirit of political and religious oppression was not drowned out in 
the flood but was re-established through Ham in Nimrod, the great-grandson of 
Noah. Nimrod, the rebellious 13th generation, was a mighty hunter of men and 
set up the city-state that constitutes the very foundation of today’s kingdom of 
men. 

 This was the general character of the times in the Cainish-Nimrodian aion 
during which the faithful sowers of the Truth had to contend. It was not a very 
productive time, yet the sons of God continued sowing the seed. 

Abraham to the Destruction of Jerusalem 
 The next period which is typified in the parable is the Jewish, and it is typed 
by that seed which is cast upon stony ground. From Abraham all the way to AD 
70 is the Jewish aion and although it includes sojourns in Egypt, the wilderness, 
captivity in Chaldea, and a period of ruthless suppression by eccentric Hellenists 
of the Seleucid Empire, there was in this period the times of Moses and the Law,  
David and Solomon, Nehemiah and Christ. 

 This second epoch of human history is represented by the seed sown on rocky 
ground, and is the period of the seed of Abraham who is styled the root. Stony 
places are the divine assessment of the hearts of the Jewish people collectively, 
who, as we read in Zech. 7:11, 12- “But they refused to hearken, and pulled 
away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Yea, they 
made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the 
words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: 
therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts."  

 The Apostle Paul makes reference to the Jews’ stony hearts when he writes in 
2 Corinthians 3:2,3  “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of 
all men: For as much as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ 
ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not 
in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart."  

 As the Children of Israel wandered the barren wastelands of Sinai, and Zin, 
even after being given the Law and vowing that all that the Lord hath said they 
would do; yet, over and over and over again they hardened those fleshly hearts 
and turned their backs on God. Even as the newly constituted Nation of Israel, 
the Kingdom of God, they turned to idols of stone and wood to worship instead 
of the living God of their fathers. Though they endured for a while, they were 
offended by the Word of the LORD due to the lack of depth of their 
understanding. They had no depth of earth and quickly fell away when 
persecution arose. This was finally manifested when the Sun of Righteousness 
arrived, but they were offended at the Word made Flesh. 
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 At his crucifixion, Jesus asked his Father to forgive them for they know not 
what they do, but, after his resurrection, they had no excuse for disbelief and 
disobedience. It was the final manifestation of that stony and rock hard-
heartedness of the Jewish people that caused their nation to be exiled and for 
the epoch of Jewish times to end.  Isa 53:2 - “For he shall grow up before him as 
a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
him.”  

 So writes the prophet Isaiah, further emphasizing the aspects of dryness and 
vulnerableness of the tender root.  The Jewish ground was stony, and hardened 
by sin. It had no depth of understanding. The life-giving water of the word did 
not penetrate its dryness, for the Jewish ground refused to accept it.  It was 
offended because of Christ and rejected him as the promised root of Jesse. As a 
result, when Christ was resurrected and raised up to his position at God’s right 
hand, he destroyed their commonwealth and ushered in the next aion. 

 In the letter to the Laodicean Ecclesia, Christ says:  Rev 3:17 - “Because thou 
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked.” 

 As Jesus sat upon the Mount of Olives in a quiet place speaking to his 
disciples he said:  Mat 24:37 - “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.”   

 After an exchange with some of the Pharisees, Jesus speaking directly to his 
disciples says this:  Luke 17:28 - “Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
revealed.” 

 Speaking of the wickedness of Judah in following after the wickedness of 
Israel, Ezekiel writes:  Ezek 16:48 - “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy 
sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy 
daughters. Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of 
bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did 
she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty, and 
committed abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.” 

The Gentile Era 
 And so Christ had this to say in his parable of the sower: Mat 13:7 - “And 
some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them..”   

 And then later:  Mat 13:22 - “He also that received seed among the thorns is 
he that heareth the word; and the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.”  
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 The third arena of the distribution of the seed-Word is the Gentile era which 
began in Roman times as Titus was burning Jerusalem. One might even say it 
began when they placed a wreath of thorns upon Jesus’ head. Suffice it to say 
the thorns and weeds typified the thorny Roman Imperial power, which grew out 
of its Nimrodian roots and exalted itself above the Deity. 
 We know that the time shall come when Christ will demand the crowns of all 
Gentile nations, when the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ. 
 After the crucifixion of Christ and sometime between Pentecost and AD 70, 
the gospel was sown outside the stony ground of Israel and into the thorny 
Gentile arena of the Roman habitable. 
 The sowers were the apostles and believers, who, like the scattered seed, were 
sent amongst inhospitable nations. It was not to be an easy task. Those hard 
hearted Jews would be scattered, persecuted, tormented, and many killed 
unmercifully. Gentile converts would be persecuted, ridiculed, tortured and 
hunted down wherever they went but eventually, some found refuge and the 
Truth would survive. We read, of the Jews:  Jer 30:11 - “For I am with thee, saith 
the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have 
scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in 
measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.”  
 Of believers the Psalmist writes:  Psa 118:10 - “All nations compassed me 
about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them. They compassed me 
about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD I will 
destroy them. They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched as the 
fire of thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.”  
 The Christadelphian Household has undergone profound changes since its 
inception 150 odd years ago. It was first split by the doctrinal errors of Christ’s 
Nature, the Atonement,  the error or “partial inspiration”, and the  Enlightened 
Rejector. In recent years both amended and unamended fellowships have been 
decimated by humanist tendencies and improper fellowship practices. All, it 
might be said, due in no small part to being choked by thorns and thistles, the 
cares of this world and too much emphasis on self-aggrandizement. 
 We have been plagued by the deceitfulness of riches, the lusts of other things 
entering into our lives and thought processes and the pleasures of this life. All 
this has taken a disastrous toll on the Truth.  Not a disaster to the Deity, for His 
purpose is still being accomplished, but it is certainly a tragedy for those who 
had the opportunity but neglected it. 
 The seed among thorns is the work of the Truth in an age of Roman influence 
and relative affluence. It is rightly described by Bro. John Thomas as the 
Laodicean state, particularly from AD 311 until the establishment of the 
millennium. Just as the Laodiceans were ignorant of their naked state to which 
luxury had predisposed them, so also have those called during the 2000 years of 
Gentile times had their vision obscured by pricks and thorns. Christ referred to 
this state of affairs in Luke:  21:34 - “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
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time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” 

The Millennial Age 
 Now, let it be understood, that even though Gentile times will end with 
Christ’s return, there is one element that remains. The kingdom age will have 
subjects, and they will be mortal. Mortal subjects will still be plagued with sin’s 
flesh, and though subjugated as it will be, it will still remain. You will remember 
that as we began these remarks, we said that there are four epochs or aions of 
God’s dealings with man. 
 The fourth aion begins with Christ and his multitudinous bride destroying his 
enemies, and then setting about to teach the truth to the multitudes that remain. 
The fourth aion is spoken of in these terms by the prophet Amos: 9:13-15 -  
“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the 
reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall 
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity 
of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; 
and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith 
the LORD thy God.”  
 Then you will recall that Christ said this of the final piece of ground in his 
parable: Mat 13:23 - “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 
 The fourth time seed is sown to mankind is in the Israelitish kingdom under 
the hand of Christ and his brethren. When the satanic, and devilish, and 
oppressive power of Cain, the Nimrodian sort, are cast out of their high 
elevations; when the stony heart of Israel is removed and worldly pleasures, 
pagan doctrines, and Gentile oppressions have vanished; the field of the earth 
will then be prepared for the Truth’s seed to be sown without the obstacles of 
man’s desires and invention.  
 Man has presented a great obstacle to the progress of the Truth; however, the 
Mighty Power in heaven will not allow man to have his way beyond his 
established limits. Sin’s flesh will rear its ugly head but that effort will be in vain. 
 It must be recognized that through all these many years, there has been one 
common thread. God promised that although the seed of the serpent would 
bruise the heel of Eve’s seed, he would bruise or deal a mortal blow to the head 
of the serpent’s seed. Unto Abraham, God promised that his seed, singular, 
would possess the gates of his enemies. In this, the current aion, seated at God’s 
right hand, we have an advocate. It is only by his sacrifice that blood was shed 
and that atonement was effected. We are related to that atonement by our 
baptism. How we respect this position now determines if we are allowed to join 
Christ in the fourth aion that is about to be ushered in. 

Herb Thomas 
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AN APOCALYPTIC 
JUBILEE 

 

ND t hou sha l t 
n u m b e r s e v e n 
sabbaths of years 
unto thee, seven 

times seven years; and the 
space of the seven sabbaths 
of years shall be unto thee 
forty and nine years. Then 
shalt thou cause the trumpet 
of the jubilee to sound on the 
tenth day of the seventh 
m o n t h , i n t h e d ay o f 
atonement shall ye make the 
trumpet sound throughout all 
your land. And ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year, and 
proclaim liberty throughout 
all the land unto all the 
inhabitants thereof: it shall be 
a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye 
shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto 
you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather 
the grapes in it of thy vine undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto 
you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field. In the year of this jubilee ye 
shall return every man unto his possession” (Lev 25:8-13). 

 WHENEVER we hear the word “Jubilee,” we may think of the sound of a 
trumpet blast to call a solemn assembly, or a proclamation about to be made, a 
setting free of those who are captive, a time of rejoicing, a time of restoration, 
restitution, a time of reflection, or a time of thanksgiving. All of these things 
were indeed part of what the year of Jubilee year was all about under the Law of 
Moses, when the land would return every man unto his possession. The Jubilee 
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was a way of regulating time and events, it was a way of preserving the line of 
inheritance, and it was a reminder to Israel that one-day Yahweh would restore 
all things as they were at the beginning.  

 This time period of seven Sabbaths may also be likened to the timepiece of 
the Deity. In addition to the Law of Moses it was used to measure out to Daniel 
the vision of the Seventy Weeks, or 10 jubilee cycles (70x7 = 490 / 49 = 10), 
and again surfaces in the separation of the Passover from the Day of Pentecost 
by a period of 49 days, or seven Sabbaths. The reason for highlighting this fact is 
because the question of what Yahweh will do in the last years of Gentile times 
can be understood in context with how He will order these events with the 
passage of time.  

 Time gives us a context in which we can be made to understand what is going 
to take place. So long as Yahweh is dealing with mortal fallible flesh, the work to 
be accomplished will not be instantaneous. Yahweh “is never in a hurry, but 
deliberate, effective, and sure” in all that He will do. Consider that it took 40 
years to shepherd the Children of Israel out of Egypt and bring them into the 
land of Promise. It took 70 years to reform a remnant and bring them back from 
Babylon; it took three and a half years to proclaim the Gospel message to the 
Jews of Christ’s era, and another 40 to disperse the message into the entire 
Roman world. How long then may it take to restore a remnant of the Jews from 
throughout the entire globe? How long will it take for the Gogian confederacy to 
mobilize for the battle of Armageddon? How long to defeat them? How long will 
it take for the glad tidings of the kingdom age to be received and comprehended 
by all the people of the earth? How long before every foe is vanquished? 

 With this in mind, we would like to approach the subject of latter day events 
in context with what the Scriptures may reveal to be a Post Adventual Jubilee 
Period. This is not a matter revealed with absolute certainty, although we are 
certain that there are three major periods of activity following the Master’s 
return: Armageddon, the mid-heaven gospel proclamation and thirty years 
during which the ten-horn nations give their power unto the beast. As we shall 
see, there is also evidence for a forty-year period of time following Armageddon, 
which leaves us with a time period for Armageddon itself which is not 
particularly specified, but for which there is evidence to suggest at least ten 
years, making a total of 50 years. If such a division of time as we observe may 
be reasoned out of the Scriptures, this Jubilee period would begin with the 
advent of Messiah and terminate with the kingdom restored in all its glory and 
plentitude as typified by the reign of Solomon.  

 Events leading up to that time period may be likened to the career and reign 
of David, that being a period of war and conquering, a period of just alliances 
and fierce enemies, a time of upheaval and manifestation of divine power and 
glory the likes of which the world has never seen. We hope to hit the highlights, 
but will refer the reader to Eureka, Vol. IIIb (p. 1-84, Red Edition) for a more 
detailed explanation as it relates to Chapter 14 of the Apocalypse. First, we will 
make an outline of the Jubilee Period after which we will provide as much 
explanation of each phase as space allows. 
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 An explanation must first begin with a question, that is, why does it matter 
what the future holds? Are we not to be most concerned with being received by 
the right hand of the righteous judge before the details of how the kingdom will 
be set up begins? Amos 3:7 states that “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, 
but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” In other words, as 
Yahweh’s sons and daughters, we have been afforded the opportunity to look 
into these things in the Bible recorded by His prophets, as Yahweh has not 
hidden His will, but has revealed it to those who are willing to search it out. It is 
not just a matter of whether or not we need to know these details, but whether 
we desire to know them. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Matt. 5:6). 

Overview of the Apocalyptic Jubilee 
 Now for the outline: In the chart below, we have a total of 50 years 
subdivided by smaller periods that correspond to elements of prophecy revealed 
in the Bible. The aggregate of information is something like a puzzle in which 
the element of time helps us to organize and understand the larger picture. 

 The first ten years in the chart (see page 36)) spans the Advent of Messiah until 
the proclamation of the mid-heaven gospel, that is, the point at which Christ and 
all the redeemed, standing upon Mt. Zion, will declare themselves to the world 
following the dramatic and overwhelming defeat of the Gogian confederacy. 
This is when the King of kings demands obedience of all people, and the laying 
down of all crowns to Him. The Bible prophets have the most information to 
share on this period.  Beginning with the nation of Israel re-gathered as we see 
in the land today, as well as the nations that are currently bending their policies 
against it while under the influence of the democratic “frog spirit” of the sixth-
vial period are a precursor of things to come.     

 Next, the mid-heaven gospel proclamation period itself is believed to be ten 
years. Concurrently, this will also begin the work of Elijah in bringing back the 
majority of the Diaspora Jews, or “Ephraim” from all over the world to Israel in 
addition to placing the nations on notice concerning the impending doom of 
Babylon the Great. However, because some nations will not “give up” the Jews, 
the entire regathering process may take up to 40 years during which time the 
unbelieving and rebellious will be purged out. Bro. Thomas also suggests that 
rejected Saints would return to their worldly state during this period and, in 
effect, would see the Patriarchs in the kingdom while they themselves are thrust 
out (Luke 13:28). 

 Last, after the close of the 10 years of proclaiming the rule of Messiah over all 
the earth, the proverbial door of the ark is shut once again. This begins the last 
30 years of conflict between Rome and Zion – the “one hour” during which the 
goat nations give their alliance to the beast, (Rev. 17:12-13) but which will also 
commence the “hour” of judgment for the nations. While affording the 
submissive his protection, the last judgments or seven thunders are uttered upon 
the nations of the beast and those that worship his image (Rev. 19:20). The 
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resulting work of destruction is symbolized in Daniel chapter 2 by the grinding 
to powder all of the residual elements of Nebuchadnezzar’s image by the stone 
power; that is Christ and the Saints. We will look at some highlights of these 
events and suggest to the reader why particular time periods are assigned to 
each. 

The First 10 Years or “Harvest” Period  
Revelation 14:14-16 

 The first 10-year period on the chart is referred to as The Harvest Period, 
based upon Joel 3:11-13, Rev. 14:15 and 16:16. 

“Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves 
together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O 
LORD. Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put 
ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe…” 

“And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to 
him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is 
come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 

“And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew 
tongue Armageddon (or, a heap of sheaves in a valley of judgment).” 

 This ten-year harvest period which climaxes with the midheaven gospel 
proclamation is based upon the Mosaic pattern established in Leviticus 25:8-9.  

 “And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times 
seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto 
thee forty and nine years. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the 
jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in the day of 
atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land.” 

 Every 50th year the Jubilee cycle was proclaimed on the tenth day of the 
seventh month with the memorial blowing of trumpets. This may prefigure the 
mid-heaven gospel being proclaimed on the tenth year following the advent 
when Christ and the redeemed stand victorious upon Mt. Zion. At that time, 
they will proclaim to all the world a Jubilee of release from the bondage of sin 
and corruption, from man’s misrule and false religion. The 10th day of the 
seventh month is also the day of atonement, which signifies a cutting off of the 
flesh. This would harmonize with the great sacrifice to occur at that time upon 
the mountains of Israel with the overthrow of the Gogian Confederacy just 
preliminary to the triumphant entrance of Christ and the redeemed into 
Jerusalem. 

“And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every 
feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and 
come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice 
for you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye 
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may eat flesh, and drink blood. Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and 
drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of 
goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. And ye shall eat fat till 
ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I 
have sacrificed for you” (Ezek. 39:17-19). 

 During these first 10 years we have a  number of significant events: The 2nd 
advent of Christ; the resurrection and calling of the Household to judgment; the 
judgment seat itself (of unknown duration); a period of acquaintance and 
instruction for the redeemed (thought to be one year based upon Deut. 24:5 
being a type of the Marriage of the Lamb); the invasion of the Holy Land and the 
last siege of Jerusalem (Zech. 14; Joel 2&3); 2/3rds destruction of all that are in 
the land of Israel (Zech. 13:9); and the march of the rainbow angel out of Sinai 
to meet the invader and to dash the feet of Nebuchadnezzar’s image (Deut. 33; 
Dan. 2; Rev. 10). In process there will be the conquering of Turkey and Egypt by 
Gog, the subduing and conversion of the Arabians, Assyrians and Egyptians (Isa. 
19; Hab. 3); the breaking of the ships of Tarshish (Psa. 48), thus neutralizing the 
king of the South; the Olivet earthquake (Zech. 14); the challenge and defeat of 
the Gogian confederacy, or king of the north, followed by the triumphant 
entrance of Messiah into Jerusalem; the saving of the remnant of Judah that 
escape the conflagration; the recognition of Messiah by the Jews (Zech. 12); 
mourning throughout all the land; securing and cleansing of the borders of the 
Abrahamic land Grant from the Nile to the Euphrates; the burying of the dead 
over seven months, the reestablishment of the Throne of David; and not the least 
– the coronation of Jesus of Nazareth as King of Israel, and Lord of All the Earth. 
As an aside, this writer wonders if that glorious diadem will be placed upon the 
head of Jesus by David himself, bringing to pass the promise made to David and 
prophesied concerning Jesus almost three thousand years ago. 

From John’s perspective this scene begins with the vision of a white cloud, a 
symbol of the redeemed, following the 2nd advent and approval at the judgment 
seat having been gathered together as foretold in I Thessalonians 4:17. Upon 
gathering the elect as a great storm cloud, they will proceed from Sinai to meet 
with both the Gogian invader from the north, and to neutralize the opposing 
power from the South. Well known Bible passages that correspond to these 
events include Ezekiel 38:1-9, 13, 18-19, Habakkuk 3:3-7, Zechariah 14:2-4, 
Psalm 48:4-7 and Daniel 11:45. 

 From the above references we gather that there are two confederacies of sorts, 
those under the banner of Gog, the invader and aggressor, and those in alliance 
with what we call the Tarshish Power, the present protector of Israel. The map  
(on opposite page) represents those alliances as they are identified in the Bible. 
When Messiah intervenes at the time of Armageddon their defeat will be a 
witness to the World at large that the work was not contrived by man, but by 
Christ and his immortalized brethren who respond in vengeance for Yahweh’s 
people Israel (Zech. 12:7-10). 

!32



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER,  WINTER  2017

 
The Second 10 Years or Gospel Proclamation 

Period - Revelation 14:6-7 
 This brings us to the Second Period on the Chart which includes a temporary 
cessation of hostilities to allow for the proclamation of the Mid-Heaven Gospel 
recorded in the fourteenth chapter of Revelation in verses six and seven. Other 
references that accompany this time period are Revelation 18:4; Micah 4:2 and 
Zechariah 8:21-23. 

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship 
him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters” 
(Rev. 14:6-7). 

 Bro. Thomas wrote: “As to how long the period of proclamation will continue, 
it is not possible to speak with certainty…..We need not be surprised (he 
continues) if ten years were consumed in the proclamation and the 
development of its results... Between the ‘memorial of blowing trumpets’ on the 
first day of the seventh month, and the day of atonement, there was an interval 
of ten days; after this pattern it may, therefore be, that between the beginning of 
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the proclamation in midheaven, and the commencement of the second angel 
upon Babylon (Ch. 14:18) there would be an interval of ten years” (Eureka Vol. 
IIIB, P 27-28). 

 In any case, the culmination of these events will be the enthronement of 
Christ upon Mt. Zion as King of the Jews but not yet ruler of all the earth; the 
latter will require the forcible removal of all other rivals by Yahweh of Armies. 
However, prior to the judgments written being released upon the nations as 
“seven thunders,” the world will be summoned to obedience to the king by the 
Jubilee proclamation of the Mid-Heaven Gospel. While some of the “Rahab 
class” will respond, fearing a similar destruction as that reaped upon the nations 
at Armageddon, many will not. 

 The proclamation is said to be in the midst of heaven, or the middle position 
amidst all the governing powers of the globe, all eyes of which will be upon 
Israel at this time. This may also signify that the governing power of Messiah has 
not yet reached its final glory, but this glory is presumed by the proclamation at 
the same time of the “hour of judgment” foretelling the doom of Babylon in 
Revelation 14:8. However, as was the case with the judging angel which stood 
over the threshing floor of the Jebusite where David offered sacrifices, the hand 
of the angel is apparently stayed until the proclamation period is complete and 
kingdoms and peoples will decide whether they will lay down their arms and 
submit, or join with the Anti-Christ and resist (Matt. 25:31-34; Isa. 60:12; Psalm 
2:10-12). 

The Last 30 Years, or Winepress Period 
 At the close of this 10-year period of proclaiming the Truth throughout the 
earth will come the final judgments to be poured out upon the Beast nations 
described in Joel 3, Revelation chapters 10, 14, and 16 through 20, being the 
“Winepress” of Yahweh’s wrath upon the nations at large. 

• “Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves 
together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O 
LORD…. come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for 
their wickedness is great” (Joel 3:11-13). 

• “And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 
having a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, which had 
power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, 
saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the 
earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thrust in his sickle into the 
earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great 
winepress of the wrath of God” (Rev. 14:17-19). 

• “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received 
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 
These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
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them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful” (Rev. 17:12-14). 

 These verses describe the nations in alliance for “one hour” with the beast of 
Revelation 17, during which time the nations under the guidance of the Papacy, 
unwilling to submit to the mid-heaven proclamation and eager to make war 
with the lamb, and the lamb, or the multitudinous Christ, will overcome them. 
The “one hour” is a miniature scale of time within the symbolical language of 
the vision which John beheld. One hour is 1/12 of a Jewish day. Expanding the 
scale, a little, we find that 30 days is 1/12 of a Lunar year. Thus, on a day-for-a-
year scale, one hour is equivalent to 30 day/years. 

 There are similar day-for-a-year accounts that relate to these same events: 
Goliath of the Philistines defied the armies of Israel for 40 days until such time 
as David went out and smote him. In the counterpart of this smiting with the 
stone and the sword, the greater than David will remove the head, or 
governments and serpent-powers of the current political heavens, of the enemies 
of Israel following 40 years of defiance (Psalm. 110:5-7). Here again, we see the 
day-for-a year principle at work: 40 days = 40 years symbolically. The latter part 
of this period will include the pouring out of the seven thunders, the details of 
which are not revealed, but will nonetheless terminate with the overthrow of 
Babylon the Great, the grinding to powder of all the remaining elements of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image, and the restitution of the Earth to Yahweh’s glory and 
honor. Revelation 14 describes this latter period of warfare against the nations as 
the Winepress of God’s anger. Bro. Thomas also ascribed the term “vintage” to 
this end-time judgment period of the Saints. This period in total will include the 
midheaven Gospel proclamation, or 10 years, followed by the 30 years of 
warfare against the beast-nations at large, for a total of 40 years.  

 There are a number of Bible passages that lead us to this conclusion 
concerning the 40 years duration. Beginning at Revelation 14:20, John saw 
judgments poured out with bloodshed spreading to a distance of 1600 furlongs. 
This was not a literal measurement but a symbolical one. Thus, 40, being the 
square root of 1600 is believed to represent 40 years. During these 40 years, 
Israel, under Messiah and the Saints, will be in a process of reaping Judgment 
upon the nations, or those who handle the horse’s bridles, or Armies (Isa. 41:15; 
Jer. 51:53; Micah 4:13 and Hab. 3:12; Zech. 10:5). Those who heed the 
message of the Mid-Heaven Gospel, on the other hand, will be ushered under 
the protective wings of the righteous King in Jerusalem who will render to every 
man according to his works. Regarding this delineation of peoples and nations 
during this period, Bro. Thomas wrote the following in Elpis Israel (P. 398, Logos 
Edition). 

“The 185,000 Assyrians in the reign of Hezekiah felt the vengeance of 
the destroyer, but they saw him not; so I believe it will be at the battle of 
Armageddon, the kings and their armies will be overcome with dreadful 
slaughter, but they will not see the Avenger's person. The work of the 
succeeding forty years requires that so signal a revelation be withheld 
from them. Israel and the saints of the holy city will see the Lord; but not 
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the nations at large. The divine majesty is not prodigal of its 
manifestations. Men in the flesh, therefore, will, I apprehend, believe in 
the presence of the Lord on earth as its imperial and pontifical ruler, as 
nations now believe in the existence and sovereignty of the autocrat, the 
sultan, the emperor, or the pope, of whom they have heard by the report 
of others, but whom they have not seen, and perhaps may never 
behold. Men profess now to believe that the Lord Jesus is at the right 
hand of God; but hereafter they will believe that he is "reigning in 
Jerusalem before his Ancients gloriously" (Isa. 24:23); and their faith if 
made perfect by works, will, doubtless, as now, be counted to them for 
righteousness.” 

 Concurrent with this 40-year period, Elijah, with many helpers no doubt, will 
be re-gathering the Diaspora Jews along with believing Gentiles – the “Ten Men” 
of Zechariah 8:23. As previously indicated, a great portion of this regathering of 
“Ephraim” will have occurred during the first ten years of the 40, or the Mid-
Heaven Gospel Proclamation period. This is necessary such that the preparation 
of the “Judah bow” and “Ephraim arrow” of Zechariah chapter 9 might be 
perfected to become “the sword of a mighty man” in the hands of the 
multitudinous Christ when the war against the beast nations commences (Zech. 
9:13). The passages that treat with this subject again point to a 40-year period of 
time as a whole after the fashion of Israel’s coming out of Egypt under Moses. 

“As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a 
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: And I will 
bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries 
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, 
and with fury poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the 
people, and there will I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with 
your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with 
you, saith the Lord GOD. And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I 
will bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from 
among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring 
them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter 
into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD” (Ezek. 
20:33-38; Also see, Mal. 4:5-6; Micah 7:15-16; Amos. 9:8-10 and Isa. 
60:9-14). 

 In summary, the Scriptures present to our mind a sequence of events that may 
logically be understood within the context of an “Apocalyptic Jubilee” period. 
While not absolutely conclusive, such an arrangement would be appropriate to 
the occasion for a release of the burden placed upon mankind by the present 
wickedness in high places. Babylon will be at last cast into the sea as a mill 
stone, never more to plague the nations with her alluring cup of apostasy. All 
forms of evil will be abolished. The Jews, when completely restored in the land, 
will become the “First Dominion” among the nations. Several final passages 
bring us to the end of the Davidic phase of the Kingdom and give us a glimpse 
of the glories beyond after the type of Solomon. 
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“He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; 
and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles 
shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all 
kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him” (Psa. 72:8-11). 

“His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the 
sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed. 
Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth 
be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen. The prayers of David the son of 
Jesse are ended” (Psa. 72:17-20). 

A. B. Bryan 
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APOCALYPTIC VISIONS OF 
GLORY 

“The Throne Set in Heaven” 

Revelation 4:1-11 
E are given this glorious Apocalyptic Vision immediately before the 
opening of the seals that lay out the subject matter of the rest of the 
book of Revelation - the development of events in the Gentile political 

a n d s p i r i t u a l 
heavens that will 
l e a d t o t h e i r 
destruction and 
the redemption 
and elevation of 
the faithful to 
political power 
in the Kingdom 
of God.  Before 
we arrive at that 
end picture, we 
are given a vivid 
depiction of the 
end.  Again, the 
“joy set before 
us” was placed 

before the ear ly 
Believers to keep in the forefront of their minds (as well as ours) that grand and 
glorious end for the faithful, despite the fact that the outworking of God’s Plan, 
and the darkness and evil associated with it, would involve a long period of time 
before its open manifestation.     

 The vision before us in this 4th chapter indicates two aspects of the 
circumstances surrounding the coming Kingdom - a time of peace but also a 
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time of war, judgment and turmoil.   We also see four primary elements in which 
the vision focuses: 1) The Throne; 2) One who sits on the Throne; 3) Twenty & 
Four Elders; 4) Four living creatures.    

Invitation to "The Heaven” 
 The vision begins with a door being opened in heaven and a voice, “as it 
were a trumpet” talking with the Apostle John inviting him to “come up hither”.    
We understand that a door is an entrance, but in this case, to where?  It is 
heaven or what should be rendered as “THE HEAVEN”.   Are we then talking 
about God’s personal abode or something else?   We are referring to the political 
heavens, as this term is often used of political / governmental power.  We read in 
Isaiah 65:17,18 - “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the 
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and 
rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, 
and her people a joy.”  The same language is also used by the apostle Peter in 
2nd Peter 3.  In other words, a new political/governmental structure (the 
heavens) and a new societal order (the earth) must replace the old; whether it be 
the Israelite Heavens of Judah’s Commonwealth that was wiped away in 70 AD 
or the political/religious heavens and earth of Daniel’s Babylonian dream image.    

 The trumpet also adds to our understanding of the context of this heaven.  In 
the vision of Revelation 1, the trumpet is referenced as “loud” and by 
implication, of waking John to resurrection.  Here, volume is not a 
consideration. We are still being directed to the 7th Trumpet period where the 
context is in relation to activity in the political heavens (or aerial) after the time 
of resurrection and after the glorification of the saints has occurred.  The 
trumpet is an invitation or call to “come up hither”; or in other words, an 
invitation to ascend to the political authority of the restored Israelite Kingdom.  
In order for the saints to ascend to political authority, Armageddon (the first 
wave of attack by Christ and the Saints upon the Gentiles) must already have 
passed with the Gogian invader having been completely ejected from Jerusalem 
and the Land of Israel, so that the throne of David might be re-established in 
Jerusalem. Then, and only then can an invitation be extended to John and all the 
other saints to “come up hither.”   Regarding this 7th trumpet period we read in 
Isaiah 27:13 -  “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall 
be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, 
and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy 
mount at Jerusalem.” 

The Throne 
 Accepting the invitation, John, in spirit, sees a throne and One sitting upon 
the throne.  Throne is from the Greek, thronos, which indicates the seat of 
power.  The vision is very similar to what is found in the 1st chapter of Ezekiel 
(again, please note the extent of symbolic overlap in these visions). Verses 
26-28, “And above the firmament (the same political firmament or heavens that 
John beheld) that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the 
appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the 
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likeness as the appearance of 
a man above upon it.  And I 
saw as the color of amber, as 
the appearance of fire round 
about within it, from the 
appearance of his loins even 
upward , and f rom the 
appearance of his loins even 
downward, I saw as it were 
the appearance of fire, and it 
had brightness round about.  
As the appearance of the 
bow that is in the cloud in 
the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness 
round about. This was the 
appearance of the likeness of 
the glory of the LORD. And 
when I saw it, I fell upon my 
face, and I heard a voice of 
one that spake.”  

 This throne, as referenced by both Ezekiel and John, is described in other parts 
of Scripture as the throne of God; not God’s actual seat in the literal heavens, 
but as the seat of authority on earth.  In Revelation 7:10 - in the vision of the 
numberless multitude of the Redeemed, it is loudly declared, “Salvation to our 
God (or rather, “Salvation ascribed to God”) which sitteth upon the throne and 
unto the Lamb.”  It is Christ who will sit on the throne as mentioned here and as 
is referenced in Ezekiel 1 and Rev. 4. We see here the principal of God manifest 
through Christ.  (Also Rev 7:15; 19:4; 22:1,3 “the throne of God and the 
Lamb”).    

 This throne is also the throne of David to be restored in the earth, which does 
not currently sit in the political heavens. It has been absent since it’s overturning 
by Nebuchadnezzar.  Please read 1st Chron. 28:5; Luke 1:32,33; Jer. 3:17.  

The Stones 
 Christ, the one sitting on the afore mentioned throne, is beautifully 
symbolized in the 4th chapter of Revelation by two stones - jasper and sardius.  
Jacob, in his prophecy of the “last days”, concerning Messiah’s 1st and 2nd 
appearances, as recorded in the 49th chapter of Genesis - refers to Christ as “the 
Shepherd, the Stone of Israel” (vs. 24).  Ps. 118:22 references Him as the chief 
stone refused by the builders - the corner stone.  

 Two stones are used here in John’s vision to represent him.  Why? As noted in 
Eureka, it is because - “THE KING is Spirit and Flesh in combination.” This will 
be made apparent by the meaning of the two stones as follows: 
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 JASPER can be various colors, but the best samples, as considered here, are 
clear or opaque.  In the vision of the New Jerusalem in Rev. 21:11, it is 
referenced as being “clear as crystal.”  Jasper comes from the Hebrew root 
which means “to polish” or that which is smooth.  It is without impurities or 
rough edge, having been polished through trial.  Here we have the 
representation of the Spirit Nature - the end result of exaltation through 
probation and trial.  Bro. Thomas wrote that this is “the Deity’s spirit condensed 
into substance; and it is the primary principle of the city whose builder and 
maker the Deity is…” 

 On Aaron’s Breastplate, Jasper is the last stone listed on the fourth row (Ex. 
28:20; 39:13).  This would seem to correspond with Naphtali under the Law, 
who was the last person listed in the order of the Israelite march (Num. 2:29).  
His name indicates “wrestling”.  However, in the Apocalypse jasper is listed first 
in the description of the New Jerusalem - already referenced.  In the order of 
tribes listed in Revelation 7, in the numbering of spiritual Israel and the sealing 
of the symbolic 144,000, it is Judah who is first in the listing.  Judah means 
“praise”.   So if our connections are correct, we see that it is through wrestling 
that the faithful will receive praise.   Christ is our predecessor, the very first of the 
Adamic race, in this regard.   

 SARDIUS is identified by its reddish color.  It comes from a root that means 
“stumbling”.  This is the representation of flesh (can we also apply it to the 
shedding of blood?)   It is listed first in Aaron’s breastplate while the Jasper is 
listed last, thus, showing that we start with the sin flesh nature, but can attain 
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unto the spirit nature.  Christ bore this very same condemned and unclean sin 
nature.  In the vision of the New Jerusalem and the listing of the 12 foundation 
stones, Sardius is 6th. This is fitting (based upon its color and meaning) because 
it is the number of man or of flesh.    

 Since Sardius is listed first on Aaron’s Breastplate - it corresponds with Judah 
in Revelation 7. In the New Jerusalem of Revelation 7 the sixth tribe listed is 
Manasseh (or forgetting).  So, linking the Old Testament application with the 
New - Praising will lead to forgetting.  Thinking back to Isaiah 65:17 - “For, 
behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind.”  

The Rainbow 
 We are then informed that there was a Rainbow round about or encircling the 
throne.  Though only mentioned four places in the Scriptures, the Rainbow is 
one of the most profound and beautiful of Biblical symbols.  The Rainbow is the 
token or symbol of the 
Covenant between God 
and man (Gen. 9:11-16).  
It was given to Noah for 
“perpetual generations” 
or more accurately in the 
o r i g i n a l H e b r e w - 
“generations of olahm” - 
which is a future hidden 
period or what is later 
defined in scripture as the 
millennium.  It is not 
simply a sign that God 
would never again send a world-wide flood; but it is meant to direct our minds 
to the future Age of paradise restored.  

 Sun, clouds and rain are elements necessary for the production of a Rainbow.  
It is seen as refracted light shining through falling rain as the sun shines on the 
back side of storm clouds.  Therefore, it usually appears after the tempest part of 
the storm has passed and as the light reflects on the gentle rains that fall for the 
benefit of the earth.  Thus, it is a token or symbol to establish peace on earth 
after the storms of Judgment and destruction have passed.   

 There are significant details regarding the Rainbow that help us understand 
the choice of this symbol about the throne.  

• There are 7 colors in the Rainbow.  Seven, as we understand, is the 
number of completion but also the number of the Covenant.  The different 
colors suggest different manifestations of the complete glory that can only 
be obtained by the light of the sun shining through water droplets.  
Connected to this, the redeemed are referenced as being clouds that are 
made up of the rain.  (Please read Rev. 1:7, and Hebrews 12:1.) 

!43



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER,  WINTER  2017

• The Rainbow can only be seen with the help of the light of the sun.  The 
sun is a symbol of Christ as the Sun of Righteousness as considered in Mal. 
4:2.  The brightness of the sun is initially attributed to Yahweh, who 
dwelleth in light unapproachable.  It is also applicable to the Redeemed.   

• The rain itself, through which the sunlight must pass, represents the 
outpouring of the Spirit in teaching and in power. (Joel 2:23; Deut. 32:2; 
Ps. 72:6).   

• The Rainbow is usually found on the peaceful side of the storm, therefore, 
with its presence, we see the fulfillment of Luke 2:14.  “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward man.” 

• The Rainbow, as seen here in Revelation 4, completely encircles the 
throne.  This is in complete harmony with what a Rainbow is in nature - a 
complete circle. In the prophecy of Ezekiel’s Temple, we believe that the 
temple structure itself is circular - a symbol of eternity/immortality.  The full 
circle of the Rainbow can only be seen when the viewer is elevated.  
Standing on the ground we only see it as an arch.  Where is John in regard 
to altitude in this vision?  He has been elevated into the symbolic 
heavenlies.   

 We are told that the Rainbow encircling the throne put out an emerald like 
hew. Emerald is a green color, and we understand that green is the color of 
vegetation.  Therefore, with the presence of the life giving and renewing spiritual 
rains of truth and righteousness upon the earth and the light proceeding from the 
Sun of Righteousness, the time of spiritual drought will be no more and the 
inhabitants of the earth will be nourished.  It should not take much for us to 
imagine the greening affects that the spring rains have upon the lifeless lawns 
and fields of winter, or the almost instantaneous greening affect a summer storm 
has upon the parched fields. How glorious it will be when these spiritual rains 
fall upon the earth, and the remaining Gentiles of this earth recognize their folly 
and ignorance and admit, as is recorded in Jeremiah 16:19 - “Surely our fathers 
have inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein there is no profit.”  And as is 
stated in Zephaniah 3:9 - “For then will I turn to the people a pure language, 
that they may all call upon the name of Yahweh, to serve him with one consent.”  

 As a quick reference - On Aaron’s breastplate the emerald is 4th in order, and 
corresponds with Reuben, which means to “see a son”.  In the vision of the New 
Jerusalem it is listed 4th again, but there it corresponds with Asher, meaning 
“Blessed”.  So, putting these two together in loose grammatical form - “To see 
the son is the blessing the redeemed will be granted.”    

 In summarizing the establishment of the Rainbow symbol, we again draw 
from bro. Thomas who expressed it in these words - “As brightness of morning, 
THE RULER rises, the Sun of an unclouded dawn, shining forth after rain on the 
tender grass of the earth.  The effect of this shining is that the Rainbow-Throne 
covenanted to David is beheld through the descending rain, which diffuses the 
knowledge of its glory to the utmost bounds of the habitable world.”  
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The Twenty Four Elders 
 We now move on to what is described 
as the “four and twenty elders sitting, 
clothed in white raiment; and they had 
on their heads crowns of gold”  and they 
are seated in “four and twenty seats” 
round about or encircling the throne.   
Christ sits on a thronos - while the elders 
sit on the Greek thronous, which is the 
plural form of throne. Sitting on thrones 
(plural), symbolizes shared or delegated 
authority. We read in Revelation 3:21 - 
“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am sat down with my 
Father in His throne”. Again, delegated 
power.  Turning to Rev. 2:26 - “And he 
that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power 
over the nations.” 

 These elders are those that share with Christ the administrative and priestly 
duties over the nations during the Millennial Age - The Royal Priesthood of the 
coming Age signified by a symbolic number.  The term “elder” does not 
necessarily indicate age (as the above illustration may suggest). Thayer defines 
it as “a term of rank or office”.  

 That numbers have considerable significance there is no doubt.   The number 
24 is no exception.  There are a number of possible considerations. For example: 

• 12 x 2:  12 is the number of governmental perfection, but here doubled.  
Possibly the shared roles of both Jew and Gentile. 

• 24 X 6,000 comes to 144,000 - the symbolic number of the sealed in Rev. 
7. 

• 6 x 4: 6 is the number of man and 4 symbolizes “creative works”. Four is 
also symbolic of the four-square encampment of Israel.   

 The number 24 has its roots in the organization of the priesthood as divided 
by King David and found in 1st Chronicles 24, and 25.   We know that David’s 
rule and efforts are a pattern for the coming kingdom. Amos 9:11 - “In that day 
will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.”  The 
division was made up of 16 and 8.  There were 16 divisions of the sons of 
Eleazar and 8 of the sons of Ithamar.  

 Their duties, apart from the work of the sacrificial duties, involved teaching 
and music of praise.  Likewise, the glorified saints will assume their role as 
rulers and priests, (The Sons of Zadok)  as well as overseers of religious training, 
and as singers/musicians in the Temple at Jerusalem.  Like the pattern of the 
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Davidic order, it is our opinion that the saints will also work on a rotational 
schedule to fulfill the duties that will be required at Zion.  

 It is important to note that the role of priests will not be taken on by the saints 
until they are victorious over all enemies of Him who sits upon the throne - 
Zion’s King.  

White Raiment & Crowns of Gold 
 Similar to the visions of Revelation 1 and Daniel’s “man of the one”, here the 
garment indicates the office, character and nature of those wearing it.  Having 

kept their provisional garments/covering of 
their probationary lives unspotted from the 
world, they are here found permanently 
clothed upon with immortality and with the 
priestly garments of authority as a Kingdom 
of Priests. 

 The golden crowns are not diadems, but 
rather the stephanos which was the wreath 
placed upon the head in the Greek games 
as a sign of victory.  Unlike the wreaths of 
man’s device that wither and crumble, this 
symbol of victory is indestructible and 

gained upon the principal of tried faith. 1st 
Pet. 5:4 - “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away.” 

Symbols of War & Judgment 
 Now we move away from the symbols of the Kingdom that characterize  
peace and move towards the symbols of judgment and war.  In the preliminary 
stages of the setting up of the Kingdom, the throne will act as a seat of judgment.  
We are told that “out of the throne” proceeded lightnings, thunderings and 
voices.  Such are the tools of the belligerent unleashing of Divine power at the 
decree of Christ and the Saints.   It was through lightning, thunderings and the 
voice of a trumpet that Yahweh manifested Himself to the Children of Israel at 
Sinai. (Ex. 19).     

• 2nd Sam. 22:11-15 - “And He rode upon a cherub, and did fly: And He was 
seen upon the wings of the wind.  And He made darkness pavilions round 
about Him, dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies.  Through the 
brightness before Him were coals of fire kindled.  YAHWEH thundered from 
heaven, and the MOST HIGH uttered His voice, and He sent out arrows, 
and scattered them; lightning, and discomfited them.”    

• Zech. 9:13,14 - “When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with 
Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and 
made thee as the sword of a mighty man.  And the LORD shall be seen over 
them, and His arrow shall go forth as the lightning: and the Lord GOD shall 
blow the trumpet, and shall go with the whirlwinds of the south.”  
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 Revelation 10 employs the symbol of 7 Thunders, which is rooted in Ps. 29 
that speaks of seven aspects of the voice or thunder of Yahweh.  The Apocalyptic 
7 Thunders of Revelation 10 speaks of the time of divine national judgments 
upon the nations of the earth after Armageddon.  It would seem that there are 7 
notable military offensives that will be waged, but we are given no specifics; just 
as when John was about to write what he heard, he was commanded (Rev.10:4) 
- “Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.” 

 Included in the symbols of war in the vision of Revelation 4, we read of 
“seven lamps of fire burning before the throne.”   We are immediately informed 
that these are the Seven Spirits of God.  The Apostle Paul, in the 4th chapter of 
Ephesians, clearly states that there is in fact only “one Spirit”, which is the 
power that emanates from God as the only source.  Thus, we are not discussing 
seven distinct spirits.  Rather, there is one spirit in seven-fold perfection, as 
manifested through the work of the saints by the power invested in them, in 
subjecting the nations, through the destructive forces at their disposal.  It is 
evident that this is not a literal description, but a symbolic representation.   This 
7 fold manifestation of the Spirit finds further symbology in the 7 horns and 7 
eyes of Revelation 5:6.   

The Sea of Glass 
 Our attention is next brought to the “sea of glass like unto crystal”.  Various 
texts translate this “as it were a glassy sea”, and bro. Thomas refers to this as a 
“translucent Sea.”  Seas are used in prophetic terms throughout the scriptures to 
represent the nations, and troubled seas their wickedness and tumult.  Isaiah 
57:20,21 states, “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt.  There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.”  (Other passages - Is. 17:13; 57:20; Ezek. 26:3; Dan. 7:2,3).   Peter, 
when he walked out onto the tumultuous waters to meet Jesus, began to sink 
when his faith was weakened due to the fear of such a troubled sea - a stark 
lesson for us in these tumultuous waters of Gentilism.   
 But here we find a sea that is as glass - translucent - without waves and foam 
and without the mud and sediment that such stirs up.  Therefore, it is a 
representation of when the nations are at peace, at rest under the feet of He who 
sits upon the throne.    There will still be divisions of nations, tribes and families 
during the Kingdom Age under the authority of Christ (Zech. 14:16,17; Dan. 
7:12). But, when we arrive at Rev. 21 and are given a peak into the 8th 
millennial day, we are told that there is no more sea, for there will no longer be 
various mortal nations to rule over, but only immortality and God will be “all-in-
all”.  

Four Living Creatures 
 In the final element for our consideration, in this vision of the 4th chapter of 
Revelation, we arrive at what the Authorized Version calls the four living beasts 
encircling the throne.  The proper rendering of this is “four living ones” or 
“beings”.  They are not mere animals, for what they represent are far from it.  
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 Like the elders, it is another representation of the glorified saints. But here it is 
a symbol of the subjection of the nations to a peaceful end.   

 They are spoken of as encircling the throne as well as being in its midst or 
under it - just as the Cherubic image seen by Ezekiel was depicted as under the 

throne.   Therefore, we 
are seeing a symbol that 
is directly connected to 
the vision of Ezekiel 1, 
and, like other symbols 
that find connection 
with the visions of the 
prophets of Israel, there 
is both an overlap as 
well as slight differences 

of detail. We cannot consider this symbol in great detail at this time but there 
are a few points that we wish to note. 

 Like Ezekiel’s vision, there are four distinct beings.  While the beings of 
Ezekiel’s vision each and individually have four faces - the lion, calf, man and 
eagle; the beings of John’s vision have only one face each.   

 Each being of John’s vision is full of eyes, where the eyes are found in the 
wheels of Ezekiel’s vision.  The eye is the sign of intelligence - the sign of being 
all-seeing, or of omniscience.   Bro. Thomas states that “each eye is symbolic of 
a saint.”  

 Four is the number of the four-square encampment of Israel, administrative 
perfection -  with each animal representing the standard of a side - east, south, 
west and north.   Judah as the Lion, Reuben as the Man, Ephraim as the calf or 
ox, and Dan as the Eagle.  The Lion represents royalty, the Man humanity or of 
Adamic descent, the Ox as servitude, and the Eagle for the things of heaven or 
God manifestation.  All four faces combined symbolize the Spirit in flesh 
manifestation.  The four gospels portrayed each of these aspects of Christ in the 
days of his ministry.  They have been a continual symbol of that which “keeps 
the way of the tree of life” since Adam and Eve were cast out of the Garden and 
will continue as such into the millennial age.   

 “To keep the way of the tree of life”, along with the fiery sword that was 
placed at the east of the Garden of Eden, implies a contending for the faith.  As 
long as the sin nature exists (and it will throughout the Kingdom Age, though 
firmly kept in check) there will be the need for enforcement. The Cherubic 
vision of the Apocalypse will involve the destruction of all those who dare 
oppose the Everlasting Gospel that goes forth from Jerusalem and will stand as a 
symbolic witness against all who would dare mock God and His ways.    

 Finally, the cherubic vision that John beheld did not have four wings like 
Ezekiel’s vision – but rather SIX.  This also connects the vision with that which 
Isaiah beheld in Isaiah 6:2,3 - “Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly.  And one cried unto another, and said, “Holy, holy, holy, is 

!48



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER,  WINTER  2017

Yahweh of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.”  Isaiah saw what was 
identified as “seraphims” or that which burns. Likewise, the mission of the 
saints, as symbolized by the four living creatures is to burn with a consuming 
fire all that which stands in the way of the world-wide authority of the Kingdom 
of God.   

 The number six, the number of man, is the origin of the saints who constitute 
the symbol.  It will be their goal to subdue mankind to the righteous rule of He 
who sits upon the Throne.  There are four living ones with 6 wings apiece - thus 
a total of 24 wings - connecting the Cherubic symbol directly with their 
eventual role as the Elders of the coming age. 

 The fourth chapter ends with these four living ones declaring a similar 
declaration as the Seraphim of Isaiah’s vision - (vs. 8) “Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty.”  In other words “most holy”, signifying the immortal state, into 
which Christ has passed first and into which his faithful brethren will pass.  
“Lord God Almighty” is equivalent in Hebrew to Yahweh Elohim of Armies - he 
who will be mighty ones of armies. - which these creatures, the multitudinous 
saints, will represent.   The elders are represented as proclaiming in glorious 
praise - “Thou art worthy, O LORD, to receive glory and honor and power: for 
thou hast created all things (or in other words the new heavens and earth of the 
spiritual creation) and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.” 

Conclusion 
 The vision carries on into the 5th chapter of Revelation in preparation for the 
opening of the seals. Here we see He who sits upon the throne referred to as 
“The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” as well as the “Lamb”.  

 In the 9th verse, we see the connection of the living creatures and elders 
directly identified with the saints, when they sing a “new song” with the very 
words which we hope to proclaim in that day:  “For Thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God a kingdom of priests, and 
we shall reign on the earth.” 

A Thomas 
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“The demands upon the remnant are not burdensome nor 
beyond comprehension.  Only two conditions are required: (1) 
to believe what God says, and (2) to obey His commands.  God 
is seeking humans who fulfill these simple conditions.”   

Edward Farrar, “On the Meaning of Life”, From “A Time To Speak”, p. 91



THE SANCTUARY-KEEPER,  WINTER  2017

THINGS NEW AND OLD FROM 
THE TREASURES OF 
THE SPIRIT  
     

Just to clarify, we will not be providing every single reference tablet that bro. 
Shuttleworth produced.  We are only providing a sampling, while maintaining 
chronological order. And, some will be provided in a table form, while others 
do not lend themselves to that format.  - S.K.    

BIBLE REFERENCE TABLET, NO. 7 
THE BIBLE   

The Bible is the best hymn book ever published; the best prayer book ever 
compiled; the finest book of politics in the world; the richest will and testament 
ever put on parchment; the most sure word of prophecy extant; the safest guide 
book ever printed; the only representative of infallibility on earth; the only 
unerring standard of truth in existence; the most accurate book of history ever 
issued; the most uncompromising publication known; the best book of fashion 
and etiquette ever seen; the most perfect book of morals ever read; the sublimest 
book of poetry ever composed; the truest book of destiny ever conceived; the 
most profitable daily reading book ever written; the most practical book ever 
bound; the most delight book ever dreamt of; the most excelsior school book 
ever designed;  the best servant’s friend every purchased; the most profound 
book of law ever penned; the most edifying book of lectures ever bought; the 
most valuable present that can be made; the best newspaper ever folded; the 
most enlightening book of science ever perused; the choicest book of 
philosophy ever invented; the best sword ever brandished; the infidel’s direst 
enemy; the mortal foe of every form of superstition and priestcraft; the sworn 
adversary of all unrighteousness and corruption; the only inspired revelation of 
the mind and purpose of God; the only satisfactory explication of the 
phenomena of existence, sin, and death; the only divinely revealed way out of 
the grave; the only reliable key to the political situation; the only correct 
solution of human affairs; the only book that can declare the end from the 
beginning; the only book that can make wise to salvation; the only program of 
events for a thousand years to come; the only glad tidings that can purify the 
heart, revolutionize the mind, and make ready a people for the coming of the 
Lord.  (Feb., 1872)  
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BIBLE REFERENCE TABLET, NO. 8 
SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF LIFE 

• The beginning of the kingdom of God is the end of the kingdom of men. (Rev. 
2:15) 

• The realization of immortality is contingent upon the abolition of death. (2 
Tim. 1:10) 

• Believer of the apostles’ doctrine look for the apocalypsis of Jesus Christ,” (1 
Peter 1:13); the “anastasis of the dead,” (Acts 23:6); and the “apokatastasis of 
all things.” (Acts 3:21)   

• He who would rule in the kingdom of God, must first rule in his own heart 
and then in his own house. (Prov. 16:32; 1 Tim. 3:12) 

• The truth only can make men right either in their head or heart. 
• He who would gain the world and lose his life, is a fool. 
• Jesus Christ was not set forth that we might admire him merely, but that we 

might imitate him. 
• God is gracious to the contrite, but He is angry with the wicked every day.   
• He who is first to love is like God, who first loved us. 
• If Christ has acted the part of the Good Samaritan toward us, it is that we may 

“go and do likewise.” 
• None can buy a place in the kingdom of God or give an equivalent for Eternal 

Life. 
• Christ died for us that we might live for him. 
• God is better than a father to us, or we could never be saved.   
• Christ has done more for his brethren than ever we can do for ours. 
• Herein is the love of Christ; he became poor that we through his poverty 

might be made rich. (Feb., 1872) 

BIBLE REFERENCE TABLET, NO. 13 
SPRAY FROM THE WATER OF LIFE 

• The best and final form of government to be established is a Theocracy: until 
this be restored the world will lack peace, and the nations continue like a 
troubled sea casting up mire and dirt. 

• The Kingdom of God (when established) will endure no rival power, but will 
break in pieces all other kingdoms. 

• The truth is refreshing as water, nourishing as milk, strengthening as bread, 
gladdening as wine, and purifying as fire, to all those who do themselves the 
honour to believe and obey it.   

• Consider diligently the prerogatives of God.  “I kill and I make alive.  I wound 
and I heal.  I form the light and I create darkness.  I make peace and I create 
evil, I, Yahweh, do all these things.”   

• When one believes the truth, he is begotten; when he acquires new impulses 
resulting in independent action, then he is quickened; when he emerges from 
the baptismal water of obedience, then he is born into the family of Abraham 
and God. 
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• New-born believers are but carnal babes in Christ; spiritually of mind 
represents the wisdom and holiness which comes by the purifying exercise of 
the affections on things which are above.   

• The characteristics peculiar to the truth are: (1) It came from God.  (2) It exalts 
God.  (3)  It is in harmony with known facts.  (4) It does not flatter human 
nature.  (5) It does no violence to reason and common sense.  (6)  It will bear 
any amount of investigation.  (7)  It is clear, definite, well defined, and divinely 
attested. 

• The Kingdom of God, like the Son of God, has two advents, one past and the 
other future:  hence the phrases “Regeneration” (Matt. 29:28).   “Restitution of 
all things” (Acts 3:19).  “Build again the tabernacle of David” (Acts 15:16).  
“Restore again the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 1:6).  “Return to Zion” (Isaiah 
35:10).  “Restore judges (Isaiah 1:26).   “Bring again captivity” (Ezek. 16:53).  
“Redeem Israel” (Psalm 25:22).  “Revive us” (Hosea 6:2).  “Renew our 
days” (Lam. 5:21).   

• The best science is revealed science, which is spiritual and life giving, and 
consists of the knowledge of God and His Son Jesus Christ (John 17:3).  

• The Scriptures recognize three headships, viz, the Godhead, the Christhead, 
and the Manhead (1 Cor. 11:3).  (May, 1872)   

BUILDING PRESSURES ON ISRAEL’S NORTHERN BORDER 

As of this issue of The Sanctuary-Keeper, we see things becoming extremely 
interesting on Israel’s northern border.  We have seen/heard the following news 
related items over the last couple of weeks: 

• Instead of pulling out as promised, Russia has increased the number of 
ground troops in Syria by 6,000. 

• Responding to the incursion of an Iranian drone an Israeli fighter jet, while 
running military operations over Syria against Iranian positions, was shot 
down.   Syria claimed credit, but as an article we read pointed out, the take-
down had to have been by the Russian military as they have not turned over 
their anti-aircraft defenses to any other actors in the area.    This marks the 
first time that an Israeli fighter has been brought down by enemy fire since 
1982, and marks a serious disintegration in Israeli/Russian relations.  Russia 
has made clear that it owns the skies once freely roamed by Israeli defense 
forces.  

• It is reported that the U.S. military killed at least 200 Russian mercenary 
soldiers (working for the Russian contractor “Wagoner”) in Syria, after being 
fired upon based upon direct orders from Putin.   The “proxy war” between 
the U.S. and Russia, with the U.S. supporting Syrian rebels and Russia 
supporting Assad, is becoming increasingly volatile.  Not only are we seeing 
a proxy war between the U.S. and Russia, but a proxy if not direct conflict 
between Israel and Russia.  

Whether things will continue to heat up, or if we see a deescalation for a short 
time, we understand that it will take only the right spark to set things off into a 
firestorm.  We must be paying close attention!    - SK 
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